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if you take away the Law, all | Things will fall i into 88 
. Confuſion, every Man will become a Law unto [TY 
himſelf, which in the depray'd condition of Hu- 145 
mane Nature, muſt needs Produce many great * 
Enormities. Luſt will become a Law, and Envy 1 
will become a Law, Covetouſneſs and Ambition 1 
will become Laws; and what Dictates, what 
Deciſions ſuch Laws will Produce, may eaſily be 
diſcern d. Pym's Speech againſt the Lord Stra fford. 


2 6 — ——__ 


TN 50 N Printed in the Year, M. BCC XVII. 
* Two o Shillings 


0 OS be Ä Oo” oc 


| 
i 
i 
| 
{1 


— — —1— ——— — - _ _ 


Py 
1 B 
3 7; 
% 
* 
5 
8 
* 
CI 4 
- 2 
* 
f * 
FR. 
0 
$ on * % 
tf 4 
SY w 
81 '% 
wt 
r 
* , 
*. N 
* 
'% . 
5 
4 14 
91993 + 
ry 
# 4 
b 
Pl 
* . 
; p { 
* 
1 o , 
Wy * 
. £4 
4+ 4 - 
WR FO RL 


2 


n 
5 

4 

4 

i 

* * 

% 


4 
2 - — 
* 7 
5 * 
by 

8 
>, 4 
'Y . 
; = 
- 
* * 
* 4 2 F. 
ant” S 7 
2 
27 bf 24 28 
k 7 Ly 
A 9 4 
2 * * . » 
— 4 4 * 
£ þ 5, 
*f 1 
7 + Fg 
. * _—_ 
2 » 
. 
. 
n . 8 
* . 
— 
* - o 
4 » 
Ip ' N. # . 51 
o 
£ z 
; #2 
_—_ 
x 
, * mm 
oF, L 
2 « . 
ks * . 
1 » 
# L #5 * ; 
7 1 - 
; i f v 
— —— * _ « 
”y 
4 * 
— & 4 4 a 
= 
* - * 
* * 7 
[+ 4 1 4 
7 
» 
4 * * 
4 3˙ 9 
x * 4 
N - G - 
4 
. 5 
* * 
* 
n * 
* , 1 * 
3 1 — 7 Og r 0 
- 
11 4 
A x 5 
** 0 - a 
* , ; 
7 5 4 T i * 
2 7 
* . 0 
— I F 
i >. 4. Ke. ? . ; 
o 
— 
. n 4 
? Fs bi * 
1 « Fn {9:20 
- 4-46 ” 
* 
* i , 
* - + + 4 
= 
. 1 * £ 
5 ; * 
4. — - * 
* * 8 
2 * 
5 b 4 { 8 : 
4 
* > 
- 4 * 
Y D 
n Fa * * "a Cai 
' 1 17 * 4 
* ta? 3 $2 arne. 
* a «+ 
"Gt ? $ ; 
— 0 


2 
—_—_ ry * = 5 
5 * P 
P — * . - v 
* 
1 iz 2 
I * * 2 $ * Tc” hy, 
0 4 
q 
1 LY fs «7 F - an "reg 
* * %* 
« . W 7 2 
* 4 - 
* 
N 8 0 F 
1 * Y 
- 3 * 
5 1 } y 
* K % 2 
5 4 
% 
* 7 — 
, * 
- e 7 , 
i % £ 1 
" br 5 # 4% 
K * Is x 
: 8 \ 
4 © 
* » * — 
« * mag, 
331% Þ7 : 
eo WARE» 
, 0 $ 5 7 F 
$ . 
, r 2 7 ; W191T3 
: - : f — ; F CE. 2 „ — w# 4. * 


« © # * ou is as 
£ y # 4 þ _ g 118 7 Z r % 
; We {4 * C4 hb l 5 * &. 4 L 
— Pp 
+ 7 18 
1 4 Nen ; 4.42 
LEN 1 WA ws , ls k WS 4 }  %\ 4 


o 
* | 
a hed + —— OE 8 
1 * 
, 
4 
„ 
e ee 1 
a . 
* 1 4 * * K 4 
1 n a 5 1 7 
— +. 4% + # T 4 "= W 9 
* 
55 % 
6 0 . 
1 ” T3 4 ; f [4 
* 4 F 1 J.4*0& 4 
? 
* * i 8 + „ 
þ * 
| 4 7 * o 8.48 
* | 2 bt 8 „ 5 % « b FE 
o 


« 
' es * .» * 
1 ' * 1 # y ! T1 „„ Fs, pw 
* „ * ** 4 0 4 $ * 4 
i 

* i © 15 - 12 
6 4 ; 4 a 7 7 
* * * ry i FEST, 
* d # - - af * * 


1 ESTES 
* ; AZ ieee LV 
-, * 


clort noi 
4 Ee * 


N % 4 1 _ 
8 * * P , * % L F 4 ” 9 . 
1 p * ; * * Y ? * * 5 8 = kx 
cards - j * 
f : . ne He 
„ oats ww 6-4 „ 


* 


| ve Py Ns me to ach 
derby Reaf on 55 e 5 moſt on their ſi mn 
7 this. Rearth T 2 my ſelf every 
Tuent, e ſtrongly in my Opinion, that the js 
Men \afted ang thou 755 Diametrically oppo- 
ſite'ta the Good of thetr Country, that they 
erg the greateſt Violation to the Laws of 
0% and | len in their Notions 1 Govern- 
ment. gh 
Ie Word Parliament made ſuch a terri- 
ble el ourd as wou'd Intimidate a Perſon of 
_ "Reſolution and C outrage, and make him 
pod the eArgument even thro . Fear. A 
anger to the Controverſy woi'd Imagine, 
"Parliaments were as eAntient at leaſt, 
as the Flood, and that a Houſe of Commons 
Was prefered iz Noah' s «Ark : But alas, I 
found their Power, and their Being of a 
much later Date. "They were raid 15 o 
| Kjnes''to Ballance a Houſe of Lords, and 
may, * ought I know, be a very eAuguſt Bo- 
dy. But however, the Lords were before 
em, and Kzngs before em al. 
I cannot find an 2 Nee to think the Com- . 
mont Were ry * Henry 1ſt. who was 
| un- 
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Nation, and the Counct} of Barons, "which 
: conf, led of Temporal. Lords and B 7008 
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. an 0 er., But , a Sir 
Robert Filmer has offene dr only 
N | it Comes B 


174 


Sul | 
King's Writ, did not. Commence til Hear! d. 


The Honſe of Lords was much mor i- 
ent, 4 EF, the Great Cont 7 of Fhe 


* 


Thoſe therefore uh Prenus fly . 
Antiquity of Parliaments, and fix. * 
the time * William the Cos . not 
higher ; 1 ſay, theſe Men muſt either praue 
the C amm. were in Parliament . before 
Henry 1ſt, or they muſt grant that an Houſe 
of Commons eAntiently was not eſſential to 
a Parliament, and that the Houſe. . of- Li de 
was ſuc h ait haut them. 

But if we Examine what theſe Lords a were 
in whom are ſuppos'd to be the Supream Po. 
er of the Nation, even they were the Crea- 
tures of the Ring, tbe) pos” Created by him, 
and 5 oY all their Honours and Privileges by 
his be So that to Aſert the 9 
of fuch- a Parliament, 15 abſurd, and thi. 
eArgument alone is ſufficient to prave Kings. 
to be more eAntient than Parliamenti, 2 
were only call d together by hinſetf.. 8 

If we Recur to eAnt1quity, Wwe hal flag 
that the Clergy form'd 2 7 the States jug 
the Res ond es Fel 4 ro 8 & onjult | in 
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YM with of 


| ' Nor Were. F 2g 
Mays DE i ge 


75 Member & that 'F onſe were ON 
Intitment in the King's Bench, for De- 
. eng without Licenſe f Par 22 
Deftence® of the' King's Probibition.. This 
WAS" 1, , of Philip xd Mary ; "the. Sub- 
ftance the Je da hal" gn. the 
Reader in Engliſh, 7. 2 195 wil confribate 
12 clear the © Diſpurz'; N fad i he "In 1. 
den By 4 e. 1. The Toformeti n Wide. drawn 
, King's Attorney: That whereas « 
"of ou Sovereign Lord and Lat 
Mich The he 4 at"Weſtminiter, i the Hrſt 
and- Second Tear' of their Reigns, In which 
our Lord and Lady, in the 
ent, that any Perſon there-to 
— nts not depart from Parliament 
without Special Leave or Liceiſe fan o 
faid Lord and Lauy; nevertheleſs, certain 
Perſomt, viz. Thomas Denton, de 99 755 
Ox. &c. were Summon'd to the aid Parti 
Bent; bur in Contempt of our ſaid 8 | 
| Lach, and of che good of. their Country 
departed from the” ſaid Parliament v 92852 
Leave or L enſe rom” bur (aid Lord. aged 
Lady, to the Sat ene 4 tis; 
dom, and have W A. er 
2 Poſterity 2 o# av 


—-_ ys LD be 22 to na 
| A 2 7 


Fav 450 
the ſaid Th mas Denton, &c. 


e Be. 


fore 25 Lor 


tempt. 


and 2 Tor 1 
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To thi bf, AS. Bly wden "who. JAS. in the | 


Information leaded, \that. hewas. ent iu 
that Feria in which it e 
that he wwgs abſent.. 


Sir Edv ard Cokes | 9] Aeration "xpon-phi 
M, was hurt. 


Jou ma Obſerve that the peer Len ndnd, 
c « Meiners IE SEE in in Ns iis i 


af fe WS NES 75 
0 IT Baok call 
given But 4 very 72955 ee of 0 


Fang thow gb. it thy Honour to. Fat dom to 
ſome. Great Lord, a and to wear, his Blue. Coat, 


| . 5 when 1 575 had Ads, up their Lord's 


aited 4 upon. him fan 25 o 


Vain, and 
Houſe ta the Lord's Houſe, aud made. a 
Lane for him ta Eater, they epa ted te 
Sit is the Lower Houſe | e * fee 
- Antidotum Britannicum, BE , 


The. edtiquity, of the Hoe of Peers, 3 is 


beyond -difpate. 6, Dax Kings in their 
Laws. men 10 Wien 1 6 177 Name, Sapien» 
um & N pncilium. * | ut as to 


2 
gs 4% / 


c fai Con- 


beo wy) 

any. real oAuthority,"T cannot les that "He 
. enjoy 4 the. 5 ator thereof; the Saxons 
came. auer with their Swords in their Hands, 
their Chief Commanders made themſelues | 
Kings, and if they Conſtituted Guardians 
and Conſer vat ars ober themſel n they were 
een better dien e > 

1 But boroęver, e muſt Date oui Conf 
| tution From illiam the Conzuerbur, from 
him doe receiv. d our Laws'and Model of Go- 
verument, but: he made the Kijredom a per- 
* — Propert „ he gave it hy. il to the 

er Son, and Excluded the Elder with, 

. any Intervention of the States, nor was 
his Title ever Queſtion d by the People, nor. 
2 Instance be given till very lately, 'of 
ay popular Election, Uſurpers have thraft 
e into a I. brows; but” they have als 
 wazes had the pretence of Hereditary Rig FJ : 
non e ber card for a Title which they g 9 
to the Election of u Multitule. 

ie the Unhappyneſs' o Making." that 
over inc the. Creation of the World they 
have been led into Errour by not ſetting;"# 
right Signißcation upon Words * The ey Dave 
not yet. ſettled anvabſolute” Agreement hes 
— Ideas and Words, which are, and ever 
will be, engag d in an Eternal War. T gelber 5 
Mankind word not be à little Iro with” 
4 Treatiſe of that Nature, to ſhew what con. 
Fiſion that ee has. made am 2 
them. 0 1 


— 


7 vi JT 
For Example, the Nerd King Bar foo thts 
Nation 09 {ui by the Ears, from- the very - 
Time that the M. 4 Has been known'*within 
the Realm, becauſe we have not adjuſted- oun 
Idea with the Word, if we mean by Ning; 
one that has the. Sapream Power of the Na. 
tion, we Reduce a large Ocean Diſpure 
znto a very  #arrow::compa[ſs, viz. Whether 
the Supream Power can be Reſiſted or ua, if 
the. Supream Power may be Refiſted, conſe. 
quently, . Inferiour Power may be Refifted 
in Society; and therefore," ua Magiſtrates 
are ſecur d For having their Braut — 
8 ly ock*d. out by the P "ION 
If the Ning it only a Bran 
pream Power, we muſt find: ont abs ard 
Branches, and ſet them all in a fair Light; 
are they the Houſe of Lorde or C _—_ 
both together? ¶ ſo, let any Man ſhow me 
the an Power after the Diſſolution of 
the Houſes, Let them ſheev:me'one Mark of 
Saperiour Power "which: the Ring does not 
then Enjoy, and I ] ] 
they cau d never pretend t. 
"But grantipg — th, the S, e- 
3 Whether + 1 4 
or not? —— it. is . diftn- 

2 ale auy ren Criterion ow nt Com. 
19 — ws — homer the e e 
Law and Hiſtory. 1 need not — +2 r N 


+a - Our 


[vi ) 
Our Kings even ſhin'd- with eculiar Pres 
rogatives which manifeſtly Alen then 
Han the States oof the Realm, aud lac d 
em in an higher Sphere; the Neg 
Priaces vue fell under their. Power, 4¹¹ 
Homage to them alone, without anj mention 
of —4 States: of the Realm, or the Parlia. 
ment; particularly, Robert Caumt of Flan- 
ders, did Homage both for: Life ard Liub 
to Henry the , only. with-u Rrſervation 
0 ve Right\of Lewis of France, to whons 
he was immediate] ly Subjett. Ibe Words ave; 
Robertus Comes Flandriz fide. & facramea? 
to affecuravit Regi Henrico Vitam ſuam & 
Membra, & — quæ Corpori ſuo per- 
tinent & captionem a Ser . 
* Confer — 
rn £288: \ ation, Nut arije 
theſe following Queſtions , which. _ = 
e, F e Diſpaze fall — be 
If a Frier 4 9 under the 
does vhe Property «af. that Cs: | one, 
the King, or to the States, or 50 "both. F 
it e to the Ming, a his intire Proper. 
ty, be cannot forfeit the ſame fur Male Ad. 
miniſtration, to tie Par); _—_ England, 
zor. can their Mts bind ſuch Subject. Ne 
muſt conſider therefure, — 4 
der different eAllegiances; the one toaMonarch,. 
aud t e eee Wen het r 1 ca, 
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call England wo better, if ou. 2 2 
nor here the" Supream Pot ” £23 eee 
But if they "Forfeit to hes Parliament 
er the: Ning, the Reaſon muſt ariſe from 
Beuce, dae States, with the Ning, baue 
an equal ſparro in the Mar, s being Colle. 
Hively the" Supream Power," in tha Muri. 
on: which Carries on the Mar, and all tbe 
— — Fob. purſuiug the ſame, are pro- 
byth# St ates with the King. But then 
roappear”by our publick Records, that 
"wy Park ament of England in Ancient 
Times were ſo much Concern d. either in pro- 
exaring the Con7ueſts, or al 4 Right 
to them afterwards; t nf 4 Were kept and 
Transferd, — 4 the Exigence — the 
Times req ui d, — — any weed 
the States, all was eff. * the Nis 
fole eAuthorit . > War 
Laſtly, If 40 0 ongueſts fell to the States, 
without the Ning; he is un more concern'd than 
Scipio or an Aemilius, te act as 4 Servant 
40 the Supream Power, and to put them in 
Poſſeſſion of his Congueſts." But I am very 
Confident,” if the Caſe was. fo," "we ſhould baue 
found ſome. ſhadow of F this amongſt the volte 
minous Callections of Mr. Rymeerr. 
5 N Conclude therefore, that all ſuch Con- 
gueſts belong intirely to the Ring, as his 
Property which leads me on to the fecond' 


Quere, Whether: 4 King, upon Suppoſition,” 


that he forfeits bis OY in England 
pon 


pon Male eAdminiftration, forfeits for the 
ſame Facts that Regard England his Right 
to Ireland alſo, I conclude no more than an 
Elector of Brunſwick, upon Dad. "of 
Male Adminiſtration in the En $4 can be 
elle by any Imperial Flik in bis Pretenf: 
Al that I have ſaid amounts to this, the 
Kzng has evidently the Supream Power, be- 
cauſe. all Congueſts by Engliſh Arms become 


* 


immediately bis Property. 


. Tis ſtrange to me that the Senate in Eng- 
land ſhowd be the Supream Power, and ne- 
vertheleſs there ſhowd be no Marks left of 
any Homage ever paid to em, and that the 
Ning fhowd Exerciſe, UncontrouPd; and Un- 
 enterrupted, the full Powers of Receivi 
and Transferring Homage at his Pleaſure. of; 
the Empreſs Maud, without regard to Ste- 
phens's „lee, or to the Rights, or pre- 
tended Rights of the States, made Milo Count 
of Hereford, and gave from her Self and 
her Heirs the Service of Robert de Cha- 
mados, &c. for ever, as may be ſeen in Ry- 
mer's Federa, Vol. 1. p. 8 
From which Conſideration ariſes anther 
Quere, viz.” If a King of England ſhoud, 
upon Male Adminiſtration, Ceaſe to be 
King, as he muſt conſequently commence a 
Subje&, he has the Right to be Try'd and 
Convicted before he can Forfeit his private 
Goods and Chattels. FI am anſwwer'd - 
a te 
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ſeruple about the Title. 


o ; * 4 o $ * 4 
: 4 ; 
\ [on ] 
* 7 » 
s 4 . 


the Negative, I conclude, that it muſt be from 
one of theſe two Reaſons, he either is inca- 


fable of having any Property, or tho? he is 
abt incapable of having Property; neverthe- 
leſs, what he Enjoys has not the good For- 
tune to be his own? and he is ub more than 
a Servant put in Truſs with Goods, to 
zwh:ich be has no Right, otherwiſe than as b 
the ſufferauce of his Maſters he can make Uſe 
thereof. N e 5 
If we grant the firſt, That the King is 
not capable of Property, he is in a worſe 
Condition than any Subject in the King- 
dom. x" EE IRA 
But if he is capable of Property, we muſt 


diſtinguiſh in his behalf, thoſe Goods which 


are bis proper Own, and thoſe which be lon 
to the States, if he Looſes the latter; nei- 
ther the Law of God or Man juſtifies taking 


IF his Farms, Rents, and Crown-Lands 


1 belong to the States, he bas for at 


leaſt, aut Thouſands Years, been very Buſy 


in giving away what was not his 0Wn, eAli- 
.enations and Donations of the ſame were 


zever Queſtion d, nor is there a Whig in this 
KRyngdom who Enjoys ſuch Lands with any 

I conclude from hence, that an exiPd Monarch 
has at leaſt a Right to his Bed, and to the 
Neceſſaries of Life to be ſent after, unleſs he 


flies 


CG NE „ Ms) * 4 
1 ” x 
4 + 4 
dy 


Nies from Juſtice, and refufes to appear after 
9 „„ I TO O 

ut alas, theſe are meer Snppoſitions, 
that have no Foundation but the eAzrr ; our 


Kings are fo far from being incapable of 
Property, 2 all Poverty of the Elie 75 
deribd from Them; as Sir Robert Filmer 
obſerves, from a Speech Serjant Heall made 
in Parliament, 43d, Eliz. He matvail'd 
the Houſe ſtood either at the Granting of a 
| Subſidy or time of Payment, when all we 
have is her Majeſties, and ſhe may Lawfully 
at her Pleafure take it from us; and that 
ſhe had as much Right to all our Lands 
and Goods, as to any Revenue of the Crown, 
and he faid he cou'd prove it by Prece- 
dents in the time of Henry zd, King John, 
and King Stephen. See the Freeholders 
Grand Inqueſt, p. 85. n 1 
We muſt obſerve, this was Spoke in Par- 
liament to the Repreſentatives of the Peo- 
ple in Oppoſition to them, and he was not 
Queſtion d or Call'd upon by the Houſe to 
Explain upon that Subjeft, which was a 
Tacit eAcknowledgement of the Truth of what 
he there Deliber l. 
You will alſo find in the Body of this Book, 
Proofs that the firſt Rings had all the Lands 
of England in their own Property. 

I premiſe theſe Things only to let the Rea- 
cup 2 what Injuſtice our Ringe often Suffer, 
tohe n they are driven into Exile or Defos'd. 
: a3 - | They 
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The are Punil 2 without T rial, Cor, aun d, 
Unhear'd, and are Rob'd even. of the Privi- 


 leges of . the Meazeſe Subject We Re- 


4. . 
. may "alſo venture. to ſay, that Eng pliſh- 
men are: ſametimes too Frecipitant in 1 het 
Proceedings againſt their Monarchs,” whoſe 
Faults have not been ſo obvious. to every. un- 
derſtauding, as to ſeem to merit ſuch Uſage, 
Richard. mw Fate, and Edward the 2d's, 

makes. but a dark figure in our Hiſtory, and 
lo much the warſe, becauſe the Laws of. 
Nature. were Vi lated, and the neareſt. in 


Blood Were calPd in to 2 the w arks of | 


| Horror, .. 


But 10 return, I have one Point = 1560 ; 72 | 
on, which is, that an Engliſh Rim cannot be 


fubje& to the Parliament abſtrattedly conf. 
Jed, a5 an Houſe of Lords and Commons, | 


becauſe he receives not his Power from them 
alone, but Succeeds to the Crown Jure Hare. 


ditario. 
If we Conſult the S . 


 Hareditarium means, we ſhall find it is Suc- 3 


ceſſio in omnia jura Defuncti, and there are 
two ways of obtaining this Right, viz. ei- 
ther by Teſtament or without, as for Inſtance, 

James 2d was Hzres Inteſtatus to Charles the 
Second, becauſe tho he was not made fa by 
Will, yet as Cuſtom had ever made without a 
mane 8 W. 2 to the men, the e 2 
Bid 


7 


* ali 1 


Blood the & weceeding Ring, James, 2s: fuch 


had an Indiſputable Right thereto, © 


But tho Henry ad, during Stephen”. 1 Life, 
had a more clear Title to the Crown than 


that Uſurper ; nevertheleſs, to accommodate 
the Diſpute between both Parties, an. oAgree- 
ment was made, and without any Inter- 
vention of a Parliament, Stephen appointed 
| Henry 2d to Succeed him in this Man- 
wer NW 

Sciatis quod ego Res 8 ge ban, Fre 
Ducem Normanniæ poſt me Succeſſorem 
Regni Anglia & Hæredem meum jure Hære- 
ditario Conſtitui & ſu ei & Hæredibus ſuis 
Regnum Angliæ Donavi & Confirmavi. 

. Know ye, That I Ring Stephen have Ap. 
pointed Henry Duke of Normandy, my Suc- 
ceſſor to the Kingdom of England, and my 
Heir by Hereditary Right, and thus T have 


Confirm'd to him and to his ' Heirs the 


Kingdom of England. See Rymer' s Fœdera. 
Tom. 1. p. 13. 


I conclude from 3 T hat the Crown' of 


England wes at that time Hereditary, and 
if we Proſecute our former definition of He- 
reditary Right, we ſhall gain no trifling 


eArgument to Support our Queſtion. IF 


Stephen had not the Sole Property of the 


Ringdom of England, he cou'd not Conſti- 


tute Henry his Heir and Succeſſor, to that 
Crown, for Stephen's ſappos'd Right muſt be 
either Temporary, Succeſſive, or none at all; 
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Cv" 
if Temporary, he cowd not make Henry Suc- 
ceed to thoſe Rights, which were not in his 
Diſpoſal after his Death, but Reverted 
2 wird People from @ more eAntient 
4 IF it was Succeſſive, #he Rights to that 
Crown were Independantly his own, and he 
cowd Conſequently make Henry, or any other 
Perſon Heir to them he pleas l]. 

3. If he had no Right at all to the Proper- 
ty of the ſaid Kingdom, he was Int ruſted as 
4 Servant, and cowd not appoint Henry Heir 
thereto by Will. ee e OF 
From what has been ſaid, I conclude #he 
Property of the Crown muſt be Solely Inveſt- 
ed in our Rings, and they may appoint whom 
hey. pleaſe: Hair beute 

T ſhall only cloſe up this Argument with 
an Obſervation, that Stephen neither clain?d 
his Right by Poſſeſſion, nor by the Choice of a 
Parliament; but upon an Oath a Lord Stew- 
ard made, that Maud the Empreſs was Ex- 
cluded by Will. 5 
We find likewije in an Epiſtle that Hen- 
ry 2d. Wrote to the Pope concerning the Re- 
bellion of his Sons, Et quod fine Lacrymis 
non dico contra Sanguinem meum & viſcera 
mea cogor odium mortale concipere & ex- 
tra neos mihi quærere Succeſſores, with Tears 
in my Eyes I ſpeak it, I am forc'd to en- 
gender in my Mind a mortal Hatred againſt 
wy own Fleſh and Blood, and ſeek m_ for 
E. | eirs 


7 


L* 
Heirs more Remote. Rymer's Fœdera. Tom. 
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But 7 notwithſtanding theſe plain and 
evident Proofs, inſiſt 2 the Legiſlative 
Power of the Two Houſes, which is not 
near ſo eAntient as ſome pretend, neither can 
they be ſaid to enjoy the ſame Compleatly at 
this Day. „ 3 
Me may ſee in Rymer*s Fœdera, a Letter 
Henry the Seconds, which had the Force of 
a Law; it declar d, That if any Ship ſhowd 
be Wreck'd upon the Coaſts of England, 
Picardy, Sc. If any Living Creature eſcap'd 
out of the Ship, even a Dog, neither he nor 
his Succeſſor ſhou'd Claim the Wreck of 
that Ship, nor any other Perſon who ſhou'd 
have Property in the Wrecks. The Ring 
Pretenſions to theſe Wrecks was Founded up- 
on the Cuſtom of Nations : But he was 
pPleacd in this Letter to recede ſo far as to 
ſuſpend his Claim, if even a Dog was found 
to eſcape alive, | 
From whence J abſerve, ; 
iſt. That he was look'd upon as the Soue- 
reign Power, for by the Rhodian Law, and 
by the Law of Nations, ſuch Wrecks belong'd 
to that Power alone. 
| 2d. If he had not been the Supream Le- 
giſlative Power, he cou'd not make a Law to 
felt the Rights of others; for this Law ex- 
tended to his Heirs, and to any Perſon to 
doom ſuch Property ſhowd be Farm'd. 2 he 
9 e 1 


73 
1 
7 
i! 
74 
n 
"i 
* 
& 
J 
4 F 
# 
% 
= 
N, 
15 


+ 
100 
k 7: 
1 
12 
wy | 
* 0 
ja 0 
M'. 7 
5 T 
$a 
4 
0 a4 
; 


p 


— — — 048 5 dS Tot ee? > ———— — 


C xvi 1 
Letter wy be ſeen in Rymer'r Fœdera- 


Tom. p. 3 
Molloy, 7 % oſe, was not ſenſible this 
Letter, 4 2 4 Wrote his: £8 oft 
Maritimo, becauſe he aſcribes the Vit 155 
mulgation of this Law to Ning Richard, which 
1 was really iſſud forth by Henry ad. 
Wl In the 1 between Henry 24 and 
x his Rebellions and Ungracious Sons, it was 
ſtipulated, That thoſe who in Fighting a- 
geln the Father had Rob'd the Subject, and 
ran away with their Goods, might Return 
and not be oblig'd to Anſwer for the fame; 
. was much a diſpoſing away the 
Ct y of the Subject, as if it had been Fur 
paſs'd by eAFt of Parliament, and we 
ws. but remember, very lately, the Soldiers 
who made too Free with the Peoples Goods 
at Preſton, cou d be I a. only. by an 
Act of the States. 
TY rd aw, © OT 5 
Itaque _ de catallis que at 
in receſſu ſuo non reſpondeant. See Rymer' D 
Fadera. Tom. 1. p. 38. : 
Richard 1ſt. Exercis'd the Legiſlative part, 
as high as any Perſon can conceive, in Eſta- 
Bliſbing by his own eAuthority Naval Puniſh- 
ments ; for immediately before his Voyage to 
Jeruſalem, he iſſu'd forth an Order for the 
ſeveral ſorts of either Capital or Leſſer Pu- 
 niſhments, which ſhowd be incurr'd by thoſe 
who eAccompany'd him in his Journey: If any 


_ 


— . 0 * 1 , : * 
4 * Ton 4 N . 1 
* 


Perſon” can Ind an Hoſe of Lords or Comꝰ 


mos in this Ordinauce, muſt ſtrain the Senſe 


ry high'; the Words run thus, Sciatis nos 


eilt has al proborum virorum Concilio fe- 


has Juſtitias Subſcriptas. 
Let em know we have made theſe Laws 


by the Advice of Honeſt Men. 


The Ordinance may be ſeen n the oAp en- 
it 15 2. and in Rymets + Fœdera. dom. 


GAS thre were included Death, muri, 


and pecuniary Muletr. 
Ve 45 find when he was taken Priſoner, 
by hrs 


-etters to his Fuſtices, without any 
intervention of a Parliament, he raiſed, in 
thoſe Days, an immenſe Sum of Mony. 220 
1ſt. He Arbitrarily took away the Goods 
of the C Garth, which at that time was as 


| ftrangly ſecur'd Property, as was ' in the 


whole Kingdom; he c 2 it Bortowing : 


Bat however, to Borrow with ſuch a Mar- 
Fant as cou d not be Reſiſted, was little better 


than Taking away by Force. 
2d, He eArbitrarily Demanded the Chil- 


tre of Noblemen for Hoſtages, who were 


accordingly Deliver'd to the Emperor for 
Security, which ſhaw'd a Manifeſt Power o- 
ver the Liberties of the Nobility. 

zd. Doctor Kennet # pleasd ti acknow- 


leg e that he raifd the Mony by Inpoſi 1g 


Te wenty Shillings upon every Knight's Fee, 


taking the Fourth Part of all Laymeiis Re- 
* Denues] 
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that time. 


Plate and Riches. to 


, 
Me find this Letter Bound bath himſelf 
and his Poſterity not to Raiſe any Taxes upon 


L xVin ] 


Venues, aud Clerg eng, with a Fourth Pars 


of their Good: The Chalices, and Treaſures 
of all Churches were taken to make up the 


Sum. 


F the Doctor can find any vAR of: Par- 
liament to raiſe this Mony, he will baffle my 
eArgument , but he knows the contrary ; he 
knows, if he is half the Hiſtorian be pretends 
to beg that ns Parliament cou d or did ſit-at 


ce of Richard iſt. Leg 
the 


Another Inſcaxce of F 1 
tive Power, I find in the 104 age 
Jame Vojeme. - oo OO 
The Pope Writes a Confirmation. of a Sta- 
tute made by Richard, in which he recites the 
Statute at large; and we ſhall find by the 


\ 


Stile, it was nu more than a Letter under 


his own hand: In this be ſolemaly Enacts, 


That in Conſideration of the Care and Aﬀe- 
ction of his Clergy, in Contributing their 

"his Service, the like De- 
mands ſhould not be made, either by him- 
ſelf, or by his Poſterity, for the future, up- 


on any Pretence whatſoever, and that all the 
Liberties of the Church ſhould be inviola- 


the Church; and accordingly, the Clergy, 


0 


ever ſince, till the Reign of Kzng, Charles, have 


Taxed themſelves, in Convocation; or at 


beaſt, they had a Legal Claim to that Pri. 


6 vilege 


— 


Tar) 


_ wvilege,- altho a bullying' Monarch, or an 


Uſurper, might incroach thereupon; they 


_ have thought fit ſince, to recede from the on- 


ly Privilege that could make a Monarch, . 


from any Political View, think it worth 


his while to attach them to bs Intereſts ; 
the Conſequences they have ſince ſeverely felt. 

Perhaps: ſome Men who have taken Op- 
portunity from the depreſsd and miſerable 
State of the Clergy, in late Days, "may. de- 
ride this Notion, and fancy our Fathers had 
20 more veneration for their Religion, than 
their Poſterity : But we ſhall find, even Ring 
John, who perhaps was not the beſt. Chri- 


 ftian in his Days, look'd upon theſe: Privi- 


leges of the Church as unſurmount able: He 
wrote a moſt ſubmiſſive Letter to the Clergy, 
and urg d them from all the Motives of In- 
tereſt and Honour, to raiſe. a Sum of. Money 
to advance. Otho to the. Empire; which d 
may ſee in Rymer's Fœdera, Tom. 1. p. 130. 
His Spirit when he wrote to them, ſeem'd 
2 2 avour of à little Chriſtianity, and he con. 
deſcended to Beg of theſe hom his eAnce- 
ftors had been nsd to Plunder. 
The like humble Letter he wrote to the 
Ciſtertian Monk, to beg thein eAſſiſtance 


againſt the French Ring; which may be ſeen 


ib. p. 132. He ſent a Letter upon an eAc- 
count of the like Nature, to the Clergy of 
Ireland, vid. p. 13. is 2 
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To ſhew the Deference the Biſhops os that. 
Age requir d; the Rim did not jo much as 

| pretend. to write to them in 4 Mandatory 
Stile; an ſtance of which may be Eves, 


1 de defires the Biſh ops to intercede with 
the Pope in his behalf. | 
I have extended this Preface Jen as its juſt 
length, with uo «ther view, than to give the 
Reader a Specimen of what Proofs we have 
in ſtore to fortify our eArgument : He may 
fee the Rights of the Ning and Clergy fairly 
arofd, our old Conſtitution entirely negle- 
Sed, and ever ald Chriſtianity taking its 
Leave with the reſt, which was indeed the 
F _ Reaſon of my adding ſome 'Refleftions, 
z my Appendix, on one who wou'd perſuade 
us be is "Biſhop of Bangor. I can 25 Jay, 
if the Biſhop of. ns, wrote that Treatiſe, 
he was a Conſummate Politician, as Politicks 
Jo in theſe Days... But if we cam ſay no more 
of a Biſhops Writings, what great addition 
pill Religion receive? Or how will the Cler- 
&Y recover their loſt Luſtre. But tis time to 
raw in the Reins, Paſſion Indulg'd may [peak 
Extra ant Truths. 
I muſt needs ſay our Adverſaries have 
ten ſevere Methods ; but the God of Ju- 
ftice will Protect and Defend his Canſe. 
V I have advanc'd any Falſehood, either 
in Politicks of Religion, I am ready freely 
22 F vat hs 4 e not, 4 4 Me- 
rat 


- ad rY 
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Ing the Miſtake, his own private Poſſeſſions 


 bellion has made, when he has gone through 


Le J 1 
vit ſome Conſideration from the Reader. Let 


acquit his C onſcience of fo. much 25 acquieſ eing 


i eee e 
or in any Violation of the Laws of Nature, 


if be has, he may ſurely depend upon his feel- 


1 * * 


will dwindle away, his Children will Curſe 
tim, and Poſterity remember him with 4 


SCigb, if be is worth any remembrance at all, 


There is a Power above hic mude ever 


Kings, and by whatever ſecret ſprings he 


Governs Humane eAfairs, and however Ir. 
regularly they ſeem to move, time will vifebly 
correct their ſeeming eAnomalies, and fhew 
how Righteous and how Juſt the Ways of God 


are, we ſhall find him ſtrictly. punctual in hi 


+ 


Puniſhments, and. in his Rewards, 
., Tyrants and Ujurpers have in all oAges 
prevaiPd,. ſome have gone. down to their 
Graves in Peace, and the reſ? have funk 


under the "weight of Popular Odium and Di 


content. But ſuch Men have in the end no 
great reaſon to brave the Powers of Heaven, 


the Grave covers all their Pomp and their 
eAttendants,' and their Guards repair to the 
next Succeſsful Invader of their Il got Spoils, 
and what have they from the Hands of God 
but. to lye down in Sorrow. A 7 
I ſhall leave the Reader to Reflect upo the 
Folly and Diſtraction of Mankind, the Mu- 
tations of Empire, and the Deſſolatious Res 


all 
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al theſe Leet ons, he may perhaps e come. 


into my Notions, he will find every Publick- 
Calamity, and Private Diſaſter . their 
Rife from the Ignorance of our Engliſh Con- 
ſtitution, and the Injuſtice we have ſameé. 
time or other come into . our Lawful ; 


Monarchs. ; 


The Ad of Beta grution of 
1 James 1 5 


— Renniting of two n R 2 
 eAntient Kjngdoms (yet antiently but one) 
. England and Scotland, ander one Im- 

rial Crown, in your moſt Royal Perſon, 
..zwho i Lineally, "Rightfully, and Lawfully 
deſcended of the Bady of the moſt Excellent 
Lady Margaret, Hef Daughter of the 
mol Renown d Ning Henry 7th ; and the 
High and moſt Noble Princeſs Queen Eliz- 
abeth his Wife, eldeſt Daughter - of Ring 
Edward the Fourth, the v9 Lady Mar- 
garet, being eldeſt Siſter of Ning Henry 
the Eight, Father of the moſt High and 
. 1 4 Princeſs, of Famous Memory, Elrz- 
eben, late Queen of England. * 


E therefore your moſt Humble nd 
Loyal Subjects, the Lords Spritual 
and Temporal, and the Commons in this 
e Parliament * do, 275 ee 


_ creaſe the happy 


F 2 and Enacted 


aid, and that by the Goodneſs of AT 


1 xxiii 1 
bottom of dur Hearts, Tied to the Divine 
Majeſty all humble Thanks and Praiſes, 

not only for the ſaid unſpeakable and 1 
mable Benefits and Bleſſing abovementi- 
on'd; but alſo that he hath farther enrich'd 
your Highneſs with. a moſt Royal Progeny 
of moſt rare and excellent Gifts, and For- 
wardneſs, and in his Goodnefs is like to en- 
Number of them, and in 
moſt humble and lowly Manner do be- 


ſeech your moſt Excellent Majeſty, that as a 


Memorial to all Poſterities, amongſt the Re- 
ords of your High Court of Parlia 

Is r ever-to-endure of our Loyalty, bed; 
ence, and hearty Affection, it may 1 Pub- 
IF and Declar'd in this High Court of 


the ſame, that we (being bounden there- 


unto both by the Laws of 60d and Man) 


do Recognize and Acknowlege (and there- 


by expreſs our unſpeakable 7 that im- 


e « Ia the Diſſolution and Deceaſe 
of Eli late Queen of England, the 
Imperial Crown of the Realm of E gland, 
and of all the King doms and 8 and 
Rights belonging ing to the ſame, did by inhe- 
rent Birth- right, and Lawful and Undoubt- 
ed 4 Succſon deſcend and come to your 

Excellent Majeſty, as being Lineally, 

, and Lawfully, next and ſole Heir of 
the Blood Royal of this Realm, as is afore- 


by the Authority 
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God, and Lawrful Right of Deſcent, under 


one Imperial Crown, your Majeſty is of the 


Realms and Kingdoms - of England, Seot 


land, France and Treland, the moſt Potent 
and Mighty King, and by God's Goodneſs 
more able to Protect and Govern us, your 
loving Subjects, in all Peace and Plenty, 
than any of your Noble Progenitors, an 
thereunto we do moſt faithfully: and humbly 
ſubmit and oblige our Selves, our Heirs ar 


Poſterities, for ever, until the laſt d rop- of 


our Bloods be ſpent, and do beſeech your 


Majeſty to accept the ſame as the _ 2 4 


of this High Court of Parliament; 'of 
Loyal 28 id Faith to your Majeſty and 1275 U. 
Royal Progeny, and Poſterity, for ever; 
which if your Majeſty ſhall be pleas'd (as 

an A tinea of your” Gracious Accep ry 
on) to adorn with your Majeſties Roy 


Aﬀent, without which, it can neither be 


Compleat' or Perfect, nor remain to all Po- 
ſterity, according to our moſt humble De. 
ſire, as a Memorial of your Princely and 


tender Affection towards us, we ſhall add 
this alſo to the reſt of your Majeftics un- 


ſpeakable and ineſtimable ey og ſp: 
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THE 
Old Engliſh ConsTITUTION 
Vindicated. 


V Intent in Writing the for- 
mer part of this Work, * was 
no more, than to give the 
World the firſt Principles of 
Government, I propofed to my 
—_—— ſelf a pure and unmix'd Me- 
thod, ſuch as no Man could except againſt, 
N either calling himſelf or me a Block- 
head. bog 
If the Definitions or Axioms, or the Con- 
cluſions were wrong, I was very ſenſible 
what Reward ſuch vain pretences to Ma- 
thematical Principles would claim. But as 
no ſufficient Anſwer to the laſt Performance 
has been hitherto Exhibited ; and as I have 
been well ſatisfied no ſuch Anſwer is ever 
likely to come out, I think my Duty to 
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God and my Country, obliges me to purſue 
the Blow. is 3 oy 

I flatter my ſelf, that if either Doctor 
BENN EHT, or ſome other People, had be- 
gan firſt that way, we ſhould not have ſeen 
Rebellion or Schiſm ſo wretchedly defended. 
Men would have either intirely with aſſu- 
rance entred into a Confederacy with thoſe 
Enormous Sins, or have 1ntirely abandon'd 
m—_ 5 

The Method I propos'd, was certainly the 
beſt and moſt ſatisfactory that ever appear'd, 
but whether I came up to the Deſign, the 
World by this time may judge 

I endeavour'd in the firſt, and ſome ſuc- 
ceeding Propoſitions, to explode the Scheme 


Men have earneſtly embrac'd of a State of 


Nature. What an abominable Syſtem of 
Politicks and Divinity Mr. Hoszets has 
rais'd from that unhappy Notion, is too 
evident from his Writings, and what miſe- 
rable Conſequences have flow*'d therefrom, 


no Man can be Ignorant, who is vers'd in 


the Modern Attacks upon the True Engliſh 
Conſtitution both as to Church and State. 
I therefore laid down in the firſt Propo- 


ſition, That no Powers in a State of Nature 


cow'd be transfer'd by Individuals to one Per- 
ſon, which every diſtinct Member had not 
before the Compact; which I find ſince has 
not been fully underſtood ; becauſe moo 

* 


EFF 
have not diſtinguiſh'd between Force, and 
Power. 2 | 
The firſt is an Arbitrary Exerciſe of the 
natural Powers of the Body, which may not 
be warranted either by the Laws of God, 
or Man. But Power in this Treatiſe, is only 
the Object of Moral Actions. Two Men 
may have more force than one, but never- 
theleſs each Man may be equally inveſted 
with the ſame Moral Powers, and be under 
the regulation of Divine or Human Laws. 
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| Tf therefore in a State of Nature, every In- 
̃ dividual was under the regulation of the 

Law of Nature, his transferring thoſe Pow- 
5 ers he then enjoy'd, does not take that Re- 
ö ſtraint intirely away, but the Perſon to 
f whom thoſe Powers are transfer'd, muſt be 
f tied to the ſame Obligations. 
J I faid therefore that a Superior Power 
0) cou'd not be transfer'd to an Individual; 
— that is, an Individual could give no more 
, than a Power over himſelf; and. if one thou- 
BH {and ſhould give him ſuch Power. This 
h creates no complex but a ſimple Power over 

every Individual. If ſeveral Perſons ſhould 

)- lodge different ſums of Money with a Ban- f 
e ker, the Banker is the Repreſentative Ma- 1 
r- | After of the Sum Total; but he is accountable * 
ot to each Individual for every Sum, according hi 
as as he has receiv'd it from their Hands. \Þ 
ae IH . {8 


[4] 

If therefore in a State of Nature two Per- 
ſons ſhould have different ſhares of Power ; 
as for inſtance, one ſhould have the Power 
of Life and Death, and the other not, (which 
I only lay down as a naked ſuppoſition) if 
they both ſhould transfer all their Powers to 
one and the ſame Perſon, that Perſon accord- 
ing to no Hypotheſes, can be inveſted with a 
Power of putting both to Death. For, even 
tho? we grant that the Perſon who had before 
the power of Life and Death, could ſuffer 
ſuch a Penalty, the other could not, becauſe 
he could not be affected with the Deed of 
another Man, any more than a Perſon who 
indebted 100. can be oblig'd to pay 1000 J. 
upon the default of the payment of another 
who is indebted to the ſame Creditor for 

SLE co =. 

If a Thouſand Men Conſtitute a Repreſen- 
tive, the Repreſentative is to look upon him 
{elf as the Repreſentative of each, and ac- 
countable for every ſhare of Power he re- 
ceives to the Perſon alone from whom he re- 
ceives the ſame. Tis not therefore the Act 

of the Thouſand gives ſuch a Repreſentative 
Power over me, but my own ſingle Act 
when I reſign'd up my Power into his 
Hands. N 
When I faid therefore that a Superior 
Power cou'd not he transfer'd to an Indivi- 
dual, I ſhould have been eaſily underſtood, 
| Sn 3 


"TK | 


if the fifth Axiom had been Conſulted, viz. 


to two equal Powers which regard the 


ſame End, a Power be added to one, which 


the other has not, that Power is Superior to 


the other: I ſay therefore no ſuch Superior 
Power can be given to the Repreſentative, 


for the above-mention'd Reaſons; for he can 

do no more than the Perſon could before, 

whom he Repreſents. | | 
That the Power of Life and Death cou'd 


not be in ſuch Perſons in a State of Nature, 


may eaſily be prov d. 
God, when he Created Man, made both 


Body and Soul to Conſtitute one Perſon, and 


IT believe none will diſpute but Cain was 
guilty of the Breach of a Divine Law, or of 


the Law of Nature, when he deſtroy'd his 
Brother Abel. If therefore any Perſon in 
| thoſe days was particularly Commiſhon'd to 


take away the Life of another Perſon, ſuch 


Commiſſion muſt be Authoriz'd either by 
the Laws of God or Man; Human Laws 


are excluded by our Hypotheſes, and the 


particular Perſon ſo Commiſſion'd by Divine 


Law, muſt be mark'd out by Divine Reve- 
lation. But even this Suppoſition produces 
ſuch an inequality as is inconſiſtent alſo with 
the Hypotheles. 5 

But if all Perſons were equally Commiſ- 


ſion'd, Cain put Abel legally to death, how- 
_ ever croſsgrain'd the Fact ſeem'd to be. 


But 
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But I look upon a Man who pretends to 
violate the Will of God, as guilty of the 
Breach of a Divine Law, becauſe the Will 
of God is a Law to the whole Creation. But 
as the whole Creation was made for the 
fake of Man, and he is Lord and Proprietor 
of the Goods of Life, another Man who is 
equal Lord and Proprietor of the Goods of 
Life, can have no Superior Property in the 
Life of that Man, by Axiom 8th, if one 
Power can be reſtraind by another, the lat- 
ter is Superior. But this Superiorty is againſt 
the Hypotheſes, + but I take it for granted, 
no body will deny that Death is a very pow- 
erful Reſtraint. . 

But ſome will urge, that the putting a 
Man to death in my own defence, gives me 
power over the Life of another. =o 

But ftill this is equality of Power, becauſe 
he has the ſame Right over mine, if T ſhould 
aſſault him in the ſame violent manner. 

But this Right of deſtroying my Adver- 
ſary, to . preſerve my own Life, proceeds 
from a Divine Law which intirely overturns 
my Adverſaries Hypotheſes. For it pro- 
ceeds from the Light of Nature in my Breaſt, 
which tells me that my Lite 15 not my own, 
but God's, who gave it, and that J am an- 
ſwerable for any Neglect of mine in not preſer- 


6 


+ See, Elements of Policy. Def. 7. 


9 


is only ta aſſiſt you with his united Powers 


71 


ving the ſame. My killing him is Acciden- 


tal in the diſcharge of my Duty. But if we 


put the Caſe that he falls alive into my 
Power, and J had the ſtrongeſt Aſſurities 
that he either wou'd not or cou'd not make 
a ſecond Attempt, . I ſhould have no Power 
to pronounce a Judicial Sentence upon him 


as a Malefacor, and Execute him upon a 


Neighbouring 'Tree. And this is the Power 
we Contend for in a Magiſtrate. 

We are not ſuppos'd to reſign even to Ma- 
83 the Power of ſelf-defence in a law- 


a 


cauſe no particu lar Power is thereby deriv'd 
to him, but tis a Superior Power he enjoys, 


tis a Power which we cannot have in a 
State of Nature, to put Men judicially to 


Death for Crimes committed. 
You cannot put a Magiſtrate to Death, to 
preſerve your own Life, even by your own 


_ Hypotheſes ; for if you reſign to him the 


Right of defending your ſelf in the fame 
manner as you could only defend your ſelf 
in a State of Nature, you have. either re- 


ſign'd that Power of ſelf-defence, or you 


have reſign'd nothing; and conſequently 


you cannot take away the Life of one who 


demands the privilege of cutting your Throat ; 


to ſuch a paſs is the Argument by this time 


reduc'd. But if the Magiſtrate's obligation 


if 


3 l 


ul way. This therefore is not the Power of 
Life and Death inveſted in a Magiſtrate, be- 
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of Breach of Truſt, is oblig'd to aſſiſt me 


184 


if your Life ſhould be in danger, no new 
Right accrues to him hereby, becauſe no- 


thing is reſign'd to him. 

I am perſwaded, that thus far T have pro- 
ceeded ſafe, I am confident I tread upon no 
Ground that ſhakes under me; but what I 


have faid, is Built upon the moſt common 


and obvious Principles. 
The Coralary was, that all Men are till in 


a State of Equality. This Coralary deſerves 


to be inſiſted upon, becauſe 'tis alone ſuffi- 
cient if prov'd, to put an end to the 
the Diſpute. he | 

I do from this Coralary aſſert, That there 
is no Medium between the Doctrine of Un- 
limited, Paſſive Obedience to the Supream 
Power, and a perfect State of Nature; for, 
as I have prov'd before, my own Act of Cre- 


ating a Repreſentative, does not 22 him 4 
Power over another Perſon; and if he Re- 


preſents a greater Number of Perſons, the 

Power that he borrows from me, reſpects 

none but my ſelf. 
Therefore if in a State of Nature I had a 


Right to all things, T have the fame ſtill: 
If my Repreſentative undertakes never ſo 


many Truſts, he ſhall not give away my 
Right; and if I caſt my Eye upon a goodly 
Lordſhip, or Mannor, or upon a Purſe in 
the Road, the Civil Magiſtrate under pain 


In 


| Queſtion.” 


| 
| 
( 
7 
1 
1 
C 
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(91 
in procuring che fame; I may Compound 


indeed fot my Protection, to deſiſt from 
ſich Extenſive Demands, but I am not tied 


down to this Compoſition any longer than 1 


pleaſe, becauſe no Human Power on Earth” 
can be tlie Umpire in this Contract, for tlie 


Umpire muſt be à Superior Power; Which 


this Repreſentative cannot be, as appears 
from what his been already faid; for he has 
no Power but What he bortows from me: 
The Obligation therefore proceeds from m 

felf alone; which 1 can difſolve* at m Plea- 
ſure. . ya 1 | 
From hence Idrew'the taf Corblar) . tay 
the King can make no Contracts 68 oblige 
e Whatever he does in that Cal; 


i = 


dual pleaſes to A upon himſelf! 3 25A 
I Coniclude from what has been fakd; that 


the ſuppoſition of a State of Nature, makes 


- in à State of Nature ſtill, all the Imagi- 

nary Contracts made ſince, are no ſtronger 
than the green Wyths with which Sampſon 
was bound, Which he could break at his 
pleaſure; 


The 3 Propoſition States more fully 


the Nature of a Repreſentative, which cer- 


fainly conduces very much to Fong ſettling our 


* 


1 E? - 


- 
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The Definition of a Repreſen tative, 15 to 
exerciſe 2 Power that was originall y.1n ſome. 
other Perſon ; a Repreſentative, is a Relative 
Term. agg ſuppoſes ſome body repreſented, 
muſt be; the Perſon by whom ſuch. 
owed are transfer'd; but if —— are tranſ- 
fer di paſt Reſumption, the Perſon to whom 
they are transfer d, enjoys the full and com. 
pleat property independent of any one elſe. 
8 if the Power can be taken away by 
apgthęr that Perſon, muſt have the Riglit 
to talce it away; which Right muſt be 
inveſted in him by ſome Law, he muſt be 
either the Executor of a Legal Sentence in 
behalf of another; as When a Sheriff 
Diſtrains- the Goods. of - a Debtor... 
an Execution, in order to reſtore a juſt Debt 
to 2-Creditor, or the Perſon muſt have an 


immediate Right thereto himſelf. 


But the firſt: part of the Suppoſition does 
not come under this Notion, - becauſe the 
Right muſt lie between the Repreſentor, and 
the Perſon repreſented. But if We grant the 
ſecond, the Perſon repreſented muſt have the 


immediate Right to that Power which the 


Repreſentor enjoys, who acts by. no Other 


pretence of Right, but the pars; tacit 


conſent of the Repreſented. | 

I wou'd know Why 1 may n not as legally 
demand back my Power lent to another, as 
uy Money, chey _ both equally. my Pro- 


perty'; ; 


[ir]. 


perty ; and upon this umption I dedud 
the e ee _ 
That Robbing u a che Hinh-Wiy 5 4 
very laudable Empfoy; for it is not to be 
imag ind I lent my Power to another, to 
my own prejudice ; and if I find Cc - 
ſtances narrow, What Power on Eatth can 
forbid my enfarging dem, as 1 have a Su- 
pream Power in my own Breaſt, by the judg- 
ment of that 1 ſhall Stand, ar Fall; another 
Man's Plea to Property, ſhall be no Bar to 
* Claim, which is as unlimited 2 che 
Globe Oer which 1 range. 9 
1 am ſure no Whig in England wi deny 
that before this mag gen hid 
an incontefted Right to Rob, and = havo 
cransfer'd ' that Power fince, my Sov 
_ got = But 8 havock ward t 
make with Liberty, a Property. £ 
But what an open inſult upon the fieledon 
of Human Nature is Tyburn, a fad Moms 
ment of Slavery, and Arbitrary Power ; can 
any Man believe that ! the Prince 2 
Power to Hang my felf? Can I not call in 
that Power upon the laſt Extremity; then 
furely, or never, I may bring the Gentiernan 
to an Account, | and burn B Dead War- 
rant. | | 
But to 8e Kriss an tie Argumictits"thit 
beve or can be deducd from this Scheme of 
AQ State of Nature, amount to this fingle 


Gs 7 Topeck, 


1423 ” 
Topick, that I have lent in Truſt to a certain 
\ Perſon, thoſe Powers, Rights and Privileges 
Nature has beftow*d upon me, they are mine 


. ſtill, when I pleaſe to call for them; and 
| When I have made this Reſumption, I am 
| free from all manner of Dependance. The 


World is my Claim, and my Father, Mo- 
| ther and Brother are but Trifles, if my Am- 
bition leads the way. Pf ETD 
But, fay ſome People, the Perſon repre- 
ſeated, has oblig'd himſelf not to reſume 
this Power, but in ſome Caſes of juſt Neceſ- 
ſity ; but who has Conſtituted a Judge upon 
Earth of theſe Caſes of Neceſſity? If the 
Prince is the ſole Judge, he is advanc'd to a 
greater ſhare of Power than I deſign'd him, 
but if I am Judge, my Decree ſhall be Judi- 
cial, and the Prince ſhall be guilty of an Ad 
of Hoſtility, if he Hangs me againſt my 
own Conſent. And when he procures even 
that, which is a large Step, he is not much. 
the nearer, till it can be prov'd that I have 
Power to Hang my ſelf; becauſe he acts 
only by virtue of that Power he borrow'd 
from me. 1 90 5 ‚öÜ:ä8 I 
. Diſtributing Puniſhments neceſſarily ſup- 
poles a Superior Power, Coercion being a 
diftinguiſhing Mark thereof; but I cannot 
+ © Gs greater Power than I had my 
Tbs : : I Con- 


Fix 
-T Conclude, That a Repreſentative muſt 
be accountabl> to the Perſon he repreſents, 
conſequently no Act of a Repreſentative in 
- prejudice of my Right can be valid. =. 
I proceed in the Third Propoſition, to de- 
monſtrate, That granting even a State of 
Nature to have once prevaiPd, and an Ori- 
ginal Contract to have ſucceeded that State, 
_ nevertheleſs the preſent Age cannot be in- 
cluded therein. I may ſafely aſſert, that the 
Children of thoſe Parents who made the Ori- 
ginal Contract, were not included therein. 
Conſequently we are not. But that the 
Children cou'd not be included therein, may 
without Difficulty be prov'd. 
The Children unborn cou'd not be inclus 
ded by any formal Conſent of their own; it 
remains, that it muſt be: by a Right their 
Parents had over them, or by their Tacit 
Conſent when they came into the World. If 
the Parents had a Right to oblige them to 
7 enter into this Covenant, they had conſe- 
= quently a Coercive and Superior Power, 
which cou'd be given only by God himſelf: 
Which Power thus given, muſt be eftabliſh'd 
upon the ſtrongeſt Foundation, even a Di- 
vine Law. Conſequently eAdam had this 
full Parental Power inveſted in himſelf; any 
Act therefore of this nature done by him, 
would have been equally binding to his Po- 
ſterity, as the Original Contract of theſe 
„ State of Nature- Men. | 
+ 1 Thus 
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Thus dam is evidently made out to _ 
been the Supream Power of the Univerſe, 
without any Original Contract, which is. 
very inconſiſtent with our Adverſaries Scheme 
of the perfect equality in a State of Nature; 
for here is a Monarch already pointed out, 
who cou'd by their Conceſſion give Laws to 
the Univerſe. Jt 

If Adam had this Power, the fans Rea- 
fon. holds, that his Eldeft Son muſt enjoy the 
ſame after his deceaſe ; or at leaſt that ſome 
particular Perſon muſt be Succeſſor to that 
Power, other wiſe it abfolutely ceaſes, which 
is. againſt the Hypotheſes; Natural Reafon 
ean't guide us to one Perſon more than ano- 
ther, unleſs we recur to the Eldeft Son, up- 
on him we may fafely fix, becaufe if the 
Right never ceaſes, it mult neceſſa rily 80 
to the firſt Born. 

But if ſome will more extenfi ively contend 
that every Parent has a Right to Command 
his. Children to ſubmit to hs obligations, 
independently of the fupream Parent; 1 
fou d rejoyce to know from whence this 
Obligation does ariſe : if from a particular 
Command of God, this Command alfo muſt 
direct us to ſhake off the former yoke, other- 
wiſe we may not only be oblig d to obey 
them, but thoſe alfo who were before em,; 
for my natural Senſe tells me, that if I am 
ſubject to my Father, my Father is fubje& 
to his; and thus the Supream Power will be 
run up to Adam. But 
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. 


13: I 
But if Adam coud make Laws to oblige 
his Poſterity, he came very near to the de- 
finition of a Monarch. 

But if ng ſucceſſive Obediauer coud taks 


place, what is become of our obligation to 
ſtand by the Contracts of Nimrod's Cotem- 


poraries; if they bore no Relation to Adam, 
who was much nearer to them, what Rela- 


tion can we have to them at this diſtance of 


time? Iconclude therefore, that ſuch remote 


Compacts cannot affect me, if their imme- 
diate Children ] ͥ any Obedience to them, 
it has been effectually worn out in regard to 


us ſince; and I am very confident, the next 


Generation Will ſcarce think themſelves: o- 
blig'd to ſtand by ſome Contracts their Fa- 
thers have made at this Day. 
Conſequently the firſt Corollary muſt 
ſand good, that every Man is free from his 
Birth, and may refuſe to be Aſſociated with 
his fellow Creatures. 
Such Obligations as have been bere men- 
tioa'd, cou'd never ariſe from ſuch a State of 
Nature, and if we grant a State of Nature, 
we muſt deſtroy the Power of Parents over 
their Children, and diſſolve the 5th Com- 


mandment. 


From What "wh ben faid, 1 may afely 


: Coclude that this State of N ature has the 


moſt ugly Conſequences fatal to Human So- 
ciety, and induce a perfect Anarchy into the 
World. Non ſee no Reaſon to imagine that 
1 God 
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God provided no better for the Creation, 
when he had rais'd it out of nothing. Nor 
cou'd the All- ſeeing Eye of Providence not 
be aware of this Havock amongſt Mankind, 
tis a miſchievous *tis a wicked ſuppoſition to 
enter into the thoughts of Man to conceive ; 


witHout Government, and ſhall we believe 
that numbers of Rational Creatures were 
upon the level with Brutes, and had their 
Reaſqn given them only to worry one ano- 
her, was it neceſſary, they muſt feel the 


- Conſequences of ſuch a State firſt; cou'd not 


the Almighty Wiſdom prevent ſuch Miſe- 
ries flowing in upon us. I can never enter- 
tam fuch mean and unworthy thoughts of 
the Deity, to whom I owe my Li my 
Being, and all the Comforts of Living; 
ſuch a Character better became Marcions 


the Univerſe. 4 


But if the State of Nature is ſpirited 
away, What. bottom our Adverſaries Will 


have t6 build their Scheme of Civil Govern- 
ment upon I cannot tell. The Parental Right 
is equally deſtruct ive to them as the Monar- 
chical, as it is of Divine Right, and thereby 
gives a Sanction to alt Laws and Contracts 


— 


deriv'd therefrom; and if ſeveral Heads of 


Families, or little Commonwealths ſhould 


agree to Conſtitute a' King, the Obedience 
to that King is deriv'd from the Paternal 
95 Authority 


| $0 e's Te ey: Bw 


verſaries, becauſe their State of Nature muſt 


n 7 


— 


— „ 
concluſive on our fide, tho? not on our Ad- 
be a meer Raſa Tabula free from any poſitive 
Laws. Otherwiſe their Scheme, as I have 
ſhewn is ruin'd; as I have undertaken. to 
prove in the fourth Propoſition, vis. If Pa- 
rents had ever Dominion over their Children; 
this Dominion was inconſiſtent with a State 
of Equality, becauſe the Laws of the Parent 
were the poſitive Laws of the Common- 
Having thus cleared my Way by taking 
away the troubleſome Chimera of a State of 
Nature, which has had too much Honour 
done it by being patroniz'd by Mr. Hooker. 
I proceeded in my fifth Propoſition to lay 
the Foundation of Civil Government, by pro- 
ving the Parental Right firſt, 
The Power Parents exerciſe over their 
Children is either by Natural Right or by Con- 
ſent. But I cannot ſee how our Forefathers, 
when Children, could transfer ſuch Powers; 
or that onr ſelves, when Children, are capable 
of giving our Conſent: They are fo far from 
that, that their repeated cries and ſtruggles 
when under the care of the Nurſe, ſeem. to 


declare an abhorrence of that Subjection. For 


my part, I cou'd never yet know what an 
involuntary . Conſent means: But if ſuch 
Dominion is not founded on Conſent, we 


muſt be at a loſs to fix it any where but upon 


D Divine 


Authority which is Divine, This is very 
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Divine Right, for if we derive. it from the 


Sovereign Power. Children are part of the 
Civil Property of the Parents. But then this 
will not provide for them in a ſtate of Nature 
When no Civil Authority was ſuppos'd to be 
in Being; but however we have plain Scrip- 
ture, as well as. the univerſal Conſent of all 


Ages to prove the Divine Right of Parents 


Over. their Children. Honour thy Father aud 


thy Mother was a poſitive command of God, 


attended with a ſuitable penalty for the neg- 


leck thereof, which is back'd by ſeveral con- 
current Precepts, both in the Old and New 
Teſtament. ; no one, I ſuppoſe, will contend, 


but that Fathers ever had the ſame Right to 
that Obedience they have now ; the Precept 


in the Decalogue transferred no new Right, 
but confixmed the old. 

eAdam had as much Power over his Chil- 
drenas my Father has over me, if not more ; 
if we conſider the Parental Power 1s rather 


diminiſhed than increaſed; ſome of the moſt 


eminent Privileges being convey'd to the Ci- 


vil Majeſtrate: But if this Paternal Right 


had no Divine or Civil Sanction in thoſe 
Days, Children might withdraw their aſſent. 


Why ſhould we imagine that God ſhould add 


ſuch an heavy Curſe to abridge Men of their 
natural Rights. There is no Precept in the 
Decalogue but is founded upon eternal Truth 
and Juſtice, and tho' the Sabbath or Seventh 


Da. 15 eee, there fixed upon, yet tlie 


Reaſon 


1 


11 m=_ 
Reaſon for ſetting ſuch a Portion of our Time 
aſide, for the Service of God is founded upon 
immutable Laws, and ſo is the Duty, Honour 
and Reverence we owe to aur Parents: King- 
iy Power therefore, & no more than a Repar- 
tition of Parental Power, Which I endeavoar 
to prove m the next Propoſition. 5 
The Parental Power extends to the ſame A- 
ctions as the Majeſterial Powerdorh; they muſt 
 tavetherefore, a mutual NDependenceupaneach 
other, becauſe they would ot rer wife be inde- 
pendent Powers which regard the fame End, 
which is a Contradiction in Society: The 
Parental Power extends to Civil Actions, 
therefore it extends to Actions in Common 
with the Civil Power; they muſt therefore 
be mutual, the Parent muſt have dependance 
upon the King, or the King upon the Parent. 
To find how the Cake ſtands, we muſt recur 
to the original of their Powers: if the Parent 
was firſt, the Kingly Power muſt be only a 
Branch of the Parental; bat it the King was 
firſt, the latter is a Branch of the Royal 
Power; but If they were both conjoyn'd and 
coequal, they were at firſt one and the ſame, 
and would have ſo continued if Uſurpations 
had not broke the Line, for tho? every San 
owed Obedience to his Natural Father, yet 
this was in Subordination t6 the Supream P2- 
rent, the eldeſt Branch of the Family; and 
thus I imagined I gave a toferabte Salutian of 
Hereditary Right, and the reafon why the 
Tue D 2 elt 
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_ eldeſt Son, by the antient Laws of the Uni- 


verſe, ſucceeds to the Government; for there 


is not only a Right in Poſſeſſion, but a Right 


in Reverſion, which the Firſt- born may juſt- 
ly claim, if he be not ſet aſide by the Supream 


ower then in Being; ſo that Obedience to 
Kings and to Parents are placed upon the 


fame foot ; the only difference is, that part 


of the Civil Power is taken from the Natural 
Parent and given to the Prince, who perhaps 


is an alien in Blood; but he is, nevertheleſs, 
the common Parent of his Country. | 
I would ask theſe vigorous aſſerters of a 


ſtate of Nature, whether the Book of Geneſis 


gives the leaſt into ſuch a Notion ; nay, fo 
far from that, is the account of thoſe Times, 
that we may find therein the evident Marks 
of Parental and Monarchical Power. The 
fifth Chapter of Geneſis begins a Catalogue 


which is call'd the Book of the Generations of 


eAdam, The firſt after Adam is Seth; but 
why was Cain omitted in this Book, but be- 
cauſe he was diſinherited, and the next aſ- 
ſumed his place: But of what could he be diſ- 
inherited in a ſtate of Nature; the World 
was large enough to range in, and Land 


could be the leaſt of their Care: Why is 


Caiu' Name omitted, when he was equally 
the Son of Adam as Seth; he could looſe no- 
thing but the Right of Primogeniture, which 
Right of Primogeniture, muſt be attended 
with ſome extraordinary Power; or it ſig- 


nified 


[ 21 ] 


"ified nothing at all, and thoſe Genealogies 
fill up only Waſte Paper. Moreover, Why 
are the other Childrens Names entirely omit- 


ted, and a Tranſition made to Seth's eldeſt 
Son, the time in which he was born is expreſ- 
ly mentioned, and the Years of his Fathers 
and own Life accurately ſet down, and thus 
it is continued even to Noab ? but when we 


come to Noah; Why are his three Sons called, 


The Generations of Noah, Gen. 6. 9. Where- 


as before only, the eldeſt Son ſuffic'd ; but | 


becauſe thoſe three by common conſent divi- 
ded the World into three Principalities, 
which was but one before. 


I obſerve that Bleſſing and Curſing nat - 


transferring the Sovereignty, and therefore 
Ham's Doom was, that he ſhould: be a Ser- 
vant of Servants to his Brethren, which was 
partly alſo prophetical, and not to take place 
till after Ages; for the three Sons by Con- 
ſent divided the World amongſt themſelves ; 
likewiſe the Bleſſing of Jacob from Iſaac, was 
not at that Moment to take place; for Eſau 
departed and lived independantly of Jacob, 
and was capable of forcing him to Stratagems 
to preſerve himſelf. T7 1171842: AA 
What tolerable Objections Bp. Ho a DLE 
or any Man elſe can have againſt this Patri- 
archal Scheme, I could never find: But whe- 
ther Names found ſet down fo punctually in 
any Hiſtory after a Succeſſion of Ages, would 
not be look'd upon as a Catalogue of Mo- 


narchs, 
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narchs, T refer to any Perſons curious in choſe 
Studies. But I defy our Adverfaries to alfign 
any tolerable Reaſon befides. for the Infertr- 
ans of thoſe Names. a 
*Frs not proper in this Treatiſe to give an 
Account of rhe Diviſion of the Earth by the 
Sons of Noah, becauſe the Account is intricate 
and not adapted to common Readers : But T 
muſt obſerve, that rhe Eirſt-born were ever” 
peculiarly diſtinguifhec in Scripture, anck 
Reuben, Jacob's Firſt-born, was called by his 
Father. Gen. 49. 3. The Excellency of Dig 
nity, and the Excellency of Power. If we view! 
the Genealogies of. the Tribes, Exed. 6 the 
Perſons there ſet down are called the Heads 
of their Fathers Families, who were the Sons 
of the Patriarchs, Reuben, Simeon and Levi. 
The moſt heavy Puniſhment God inflicted 
on the Ag ptians, was to deftroy their Firſt- 
born, nor indeed is this any more than apree- 
able to the Principles of Natural Affection, 
and to the moſt prevailing Cuſtoms of even hie 
moſt barbarous, as the civiliz d Nations; Na- 
ture pleads in their behalf, and every Man 
who. has had the Comfort of Children can 
bear Teſtimony in this Caſe. What Regard 
God has ſhewn thereto, is evident from Exad. 
13. 2. Santtifie unto me all the Firſt-borm, 
whatſoever — the Womb among the CHil- 
— ef track le _ ＋. _ _ Beat, it 16 


With 


J 23 J- 


With Indignation therefore have I feen 
thoſe who owe their Coach and Six, with all 
their flaring Equipage that ſets them above 
their Neighbours; to this very Right they 
curſe and damn to the pit of Hell; tho wich- 
out it, they might have perhaps exchanged 
a Seat in the Senate for a Counter, and a Co- 
ronet for a Blue-Apron. Nay, ſome I have 
known (whoſe Blood, unleſs. enrich'd by a, 
Mixture derived from thence, would have 
been as low and poor as any that took its 
Warmtli from a Dunghil) ſpura at and deride 
even this Right to which they owe their 
Honours and their Fortunes. Why do ſome 
vainly boaſt of their Anceſtors, and aſſume. 
their Enſigns of Honour; what Right cam 


they have thereto, if Primogeniture gives it 
And, I conclude, That as the Civil Go- 
vernment is a Branch of the Parental, it 
ought to be rever'd as ſuch, a King is our 
common Parent, and we cannot ſtrike him 
and be Sauter, Eo: Ef Th 

My ſeventh Propoſition was, That Govern- 
ment, by which I meant Lawful Government, 

18 of Divine Right. 1 | 
Ihe gaining this Propoſition, I. look upon 
as equivalent. to making a lodgment on the 
Baſtion of a fortified place ; the Enemy would 
find it very; difficult to diſlodge me, or pre- 
vent my intire Conqueſlt-over the Body of the 
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Mr. Hook xx, notwithſtanding he ſtuck 


ſo cloſe to a ſtate of Nature, has given up the 
Queſtion by one Conceſſion, vis. That the 
Law of Nature requireth ſome kind of Regi- 
ment, what kind of Regiment is not my Bu- 
ſineſs here to diſpute; tis ſufficient for me if 
it retains but its Nature and continues Go- 
vernment ſtill, and the Properties of Govern- 
ment are inlarged upon, in the ſucceeding Pro- 

But to 


» 


proceed regularly, T ſhall ſhew 


what IJ mean by Divine Right, and I ſhall 


prove that Government is founded upon a Di- 
vine Right, T mean a Divine Command de- 


duc'd from the Nature of the thing it ſelf, and 


in this it differs from the poſitive Inſtitution of 
the Jews ; as to their Ceremonies and Legiſla- 
ture, they extended to one part of Mankind, 
andthey were the Arbitrary Impoſition of God 
on that People. But a general Command de- 


duced from the Nature of the Thing com- 


manded extends to all Men; ſo Tythes may 
be proved to be of Divine Right, and all 
Commands which have moral Reaſons atten- 
ding them. e . 

I ſhall prove Secondly, That Government 
has the Sanction of a Divine Command in 
that manner; for if God ( which I have 


proved). created us into a State of Govern- 


ment, from the Beginning, and if we can 
conclude that *tis againſt-the Light of Nature 
for any Perſon to Diſſociate himſelf, the Ar- 
NE) gument 
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to enter again into a 


[ 25 ] 
gument is half f got over, and may for ought ! 
know, make its way without even the ne- 
cefſity of a Text from Scripture; for if we 
grant that Men were born in a State of Go⸗ 
vetnment, and God inveſted eAdam and his 
Poſterity with Soveraign Powers. Men 
could not by any Ac o their own be freed 
from ſuch Obligations; it remains that we 
examine whether any external Accident could 
ſet them free; if we put the Caſe that the 
Line ſhould be entirely extinguiſhed, and no 


ſupream Power, ſuch a Society could be 
und, the People are for that time in a ſtate 


of Nature, but not in ſuch a ſtate as Bp. 
HoxbT Ex and others imagine, with all thoſe 
dreadful” Conſequences attending it above. 


mentioned: But they are like à Head and 


Body parted, they are in a Condition not 
moretolerable than for a Fiſh to be upon Land, 


they are obliged to return to their former 


ſtate. But 0 they chooſe” a Perſon who 
ſhall be their Supream Governour, he cannot 
derive his Powers of governing from them, 
for the Reaſons T have given in the preceding 
Propoſitions: 

J ſay therefore, that if Accidents ſhould de- 
ſtroy the Hereditary Pretenders to a Crown 
the People are obliged b y the Law of N 850 

ate of Government, 
and to place the Supream Power either in one 
or many to ſupply the Defect; as to Original 


n anc * to themſelves the 
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Depoſing Power upon Male Adminiſtration, 
theſe are Chimeras, and are inconſiſtent with 
the notion of Government, and runus upon all 
the Conſequences above mentioned of a ſup- 

os'd meer State of Nature. I ſhall, prove 

tis a perfect Abſurdity to reſtrain, + — Su- 

pream Power. But ſych irreſiſtable Supre- 
macy is abſolutely neceſſary. to a Society. I 
conclude therefore, that as God created Men 
into Government; tis his Pleaſure they ſhould 
continue ſo, which. Pleaſure is meſt certainly 
2 Law to his Creatures. 
But we need go nofarther than the x 3th of 
the Rowars to prove the Divine Right of Go- 
vernment, which. I ſhall briefly and perſpi- 
cuoſly lay down, and let the Reader judge 
whether my Senſe or that of ſome others make 
St. Paul ſpeak more becoming his Apoliolick 
Character. A} 

The firſt Verſe runs thus, es Ant Hot 

=is ape rei den ov by oy Susie a 

$144 ar des al 7) vu Buca. Um) TS. Fs r. 
Pas ans. 

We find here, 4 bs, hat no Soul i is exempt- 
ed from the Obedience to theſe Higher Pow- 
ers. 2. That all Power is from God. 3. That 
the Powers that then exiſted were ordained 
of God. | 
We ſee here that this Obedience i is preſcri- 
bed to the Powers then in Being, which were 
the Roman Emperors, for the Interpretation 
put — the Words. be Ft that be 


by 


Sn: =: > Md an 
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by ſome is rediculous, for they would per- 
ſwade the World that the Precept extends to 
give a Sanction to any uſurping Powers in 
their own times. They alſo w retchedly per- 
vert the other part of the Text, v5. Al 


Power is from God, which they wonld apply 


to juſtify the Wicked and unjuft Violations of 
the Property of other People, which ends in 
no better than making St. Paul fpeak Fanto- 
logically, for if there is no Power but from 
God, why need he add, That the Powers 
that be are ordained of God: The moſt true 


and genuin Senſe of the Text I take to be thus, 


Obey the Supream Power for this v ery Rea- . 


ſon, that no power can be conftitated but by 


God, and by ſuch Authority d0 the preſent” 


Roman Emperors reign. 


Our Adverfaries differ ort ns in chis is, They a 
ſay that the Reaſon of the Command is dedu- 


ced from the Powers that then were in poſ- 
ſeſſion; but we on the other ſide, Fhat the 
Reaſon of the Command is deduced from 
hence, vis. That all Power is om God, 
which T am ſure feems rhe more rational Mo- 
tive of the two. The ſtreſs they lay upon the 
Powers that be does them no Service, what- 
ever Prejudices it may raiſe - againſt St. Part, 
becauſe they own thereby the Divine 
Right of De Fafto Government, and they 
muſt likewiſe own that the Reſſſtance of any 
Power in Poſſeſſion is unlawful, which is in 
ſhort condemning all they would take ſo 
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[28 ] 
much pains to juſtify ;, the odd and fantaſtical 
Concluſions they draw, are ſuch as would 
fatisfy only thoſe who have got ſomething to 
| loſe, or have been us'd to ride in a Coach and 
know not how to walk on foot. But they can 
never ſtand the Teſt againſt pure and unbiaſt 
Reaſon, and an honeſt Inquiry after Truth, 
ſay they, That the Powers that be, are the 
preſent; Ergo we mult ſubmit to the preſent, 
as if the Powers mentioned as preſent 1700 
Years ago, had any Relation to theſe at this 
Day. But they ſay, eAll Potver ig from God. 
They muſt either ſay all Power is juſt, or 
that God muſt be the Patron of: Injuſtice, 
which is a Contradiction; becauſe, the Pow- 
er proceeds from him cannot be unjuſt, 
unleſs we place a Power above him to ſettle 
the Laws of Eternal Verity : But the Miſtake 
in a great meaſure lies in the equivocal found 
of the Word Power in Engliſh, which ſigni- 
fies either the Powers that Men exerciſe by 
juſt and Jawful Authority, or . uſurped Vio- 
lences ; which alas, God is ſo far from giv- 
ing a Sanction to, that they are curs'd by him 
here and hereafter, in Denteronomy, Curſed 
is he that removeth his Neighbourꝰ Land- marx, 
and more curſed ſurely muſt he be who re- 
moveth a Crown from his Neighbour's 
Head, we muſt therefore diſtinguiſh between 
gor and Biz Power and Violence, But to 
ſay that God is the Author. of Violence is 
Blaſphemy; how contrary is this to Waden 
70 7717 "= | cellent 


= L 29 J. 
cellent Deſcription of Monarchical Power in 
the Book of Wiſdom, Chap. 6. Verſes 3, 4, 5. 
For Power is given you of the Lord and Soue- 
raignty from the Higheſ/, who ſhall try your 
Works, aud ſearch out your Councils, becauſe 
' being Miniſters of the Kingdom, you have wot 
judged aright, nor kept the Law, nor walked 
after the Council of God, horriblly amd ſpeedi- 
Iy ſhall he come upon you, for a ſharp Judgment 
ſhall be to them that be in High Places, for 
Mercy ſhall joon pardon the meanueſt, but migb. 
ty Men ſhall be mightily tormented; But if 
all Power indiſcriminately is from God, the 
Power of doing unjuſt Actions muſt be from 
God, and Tyrants oppreſs by Divine Right. 
But if we ſuppoſe that God for Reaſons beſt 
known to himſelf ſhould permit a Phocas, a 
Cromwell, or any one you pleaſe beſides, to 
invade their Native Country, and dethrone 
their Maſter... I ask whether ſuch a Perſon, 
without expreſs Divine Revelation, toAutho- 
riſe him to commit the Fact, wou'd not be 
an eternal Villain, and have all the fructifying 
Seeds of Injuſtice in him, tho' God ſhould 
permit the Fact; away then with your pro- 
vidential Kings, you may as well plead in be- 
half of provident ial Plagues, and providential 
Famines, as providential Uſurpers. 
But to return, 1 hope 1. Tis fufficiently 


5 prov'd that Obedience to the Higher Powers 
6 is in this Text commanded, from the Reaſon 


of the Thing, 278. All Patwes is from God. 


C3 ] : 


The fecond Verfe tells you, That whoſtover 


refſteth that Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance e 
Gad, and that they Toho reſiſt ſhalt recerve to. 

themſelves Danination. I conclude, That the 
Government of the Roman Empire was the 
Ordinance of God, which confirms my Pro- 
poſition; That all lawful Government 15 the 

Or dinance of God, even tho! it commences a 


new ſince the firſt Inſtitution of Government 


by reaſon of accidental Breaches ; for the Ro- 


man State aroſe from a perfect State of Na- 


ture into a Monarchy, from whence it was 
turn'd by Rebellion into a Commonwealth, 


and by Rebellion, from a Commonwealth 


into a Monarchy again, and this very Mo- 
narchy after a firm and equal Eſtabliſhment 
which it procur'd by the Ceſſion of the Ro- 
man Senate was become the Ordinance of 
God, and the Penalty of Reſiſting that Or- 
dinance no lefs than Damnation. 

I ſhall not inſiſt much upon the trifling En- 


deavours of ſome to baffte the word Dam- 


nation, under the umbrage of the Greek 
word el, and make it dwindle only to 
hanging, becauſe tis gelle as to fact, thee 
Rebels always receive that Diminutive Sen- 
tence, for ſometimes ran pr oſper, and are 
above it.. 32 

It ſeems to me that the mort 4090 thine: 
Gaby refer to.a ſpiritual Sentence, becauſe it 
related to a ſpiritual Oe; rf the 
Dae of Gd. 

E Thus 


LS. = 

Thus have I proceeded as far as relates to 
my purpoſe in this trite Diſpute of the 13th 
of the Romans, to prove the Divine Right 
of Government. the Corollaries were, 
I. No Government can be altered or ſub- 
verted but by a Divine Command, ie. We 
cannot in oppoſition to the ſupream Power, 
alter or New Model an eſtablith'd Form; we 
cannot turn a Commonwealth into a Monar- 
chy, or a Monarchy into a Commonwealth, 
nor make an Hereditary Monarchy Elective 
without the Conſent of the ſupream Power, 
becauſe tis abſurd, to ſay that Government is 

of Divine Right, and nevertheleſs this Go- 
vernment can be overturn'd by Humane Vi- 

olence, for Government and Obedience to 
Governours are reciprocal Terms; ſome wall 
perhaps object what Right have all the preſent 
Eſtablichments in the World, for my part I 
am not bound to juſtify all the Eſtabliſhments 
in the World; but thoſe I may juſtifie; which, 


have out liv'd the true Pretender and no other 


for we may lay down as a Maxim; thoſe that 
are out of Society are oblig*d by the Laws of 
God to enter therein; thoſe that are in are 
obliged to continue fo. But as falſe Powers 
are oppos'd to True, thoſe that were Falſe 
before ceaſe to be ſo when the True have no 
langer Ei 70-4058 oe 
My Second Corallary needs but-very-lit- 
tle to be ſaid thereto, after my laying down 
the-former Poſitions ; for as Nature abhors a 
l * | | Vacuum 
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| — fo does Society Cotifuſion ; we muſt 


doſe up the Breach as ſoon as it is made, leaft 
the Enemy ſhould enter in and take advan- 
tage of our Nakedneſs; but our Caſe is no 
better in an uſurp'd Government When we 


_ caſt of the Yoke of our lawful Prince, we 


run our ſelves into a ſtate of Nature. 

Thus have I made way for the Eighth 
Fropolition/ that the manner according to the 
different Cuſtoms of Nations in deſigning the 
Perfon who governs, alters not the Nature of 
their Authority, which is nevertheleſs from 
God. I obſerv'd that popular Elections are 
of a later date than the Origin of Government, 
and that tho? the People by unnatural 
Breaches, in ſome Conſtitutions, have pro- 
cur'd the Right of Election; nevertheleſs the 
fame Rights accrue to the Monarch when 
elected, as if the Monarchy was Hereditary, 
the Reaſon i is, That he is more than the Re- 
preſentative of the People, as he is the Re- 
preſentarive of God nor can the People (as 1 15 
evident from hat has been ſaid) by theirown 
Authority confer more Powers upon the Prince 
than they cotild in the primary ſtate of Na- 
ture, which I have prov'd not to be ſuffici- 
ent for Government, God therefore cloaths 
him with his own Authority to capacitate 
him for that Office, by me Kings Rees and | 
rinoes Decree Juſtice. 

Some People therefore fweat to no purpc 
i endeavouring to prove the Englzſh 

wy 


Vn, YT WI 


we 


* 


narchy Elective, becauſe it will not bring 
them in the leaſt nearer their depoſing Do- 
Arine, unleſs they could bring us to the 
plan of the Germaz Empires whoſe Monarch 
js no more than the Repreſentative of the 


Electoral College, and by their Conſtitution, 


may be deprived at their pleaſure. But 
whom can our King repreſent-? if he has 
any Electors, they muſt be the Parliament. 
He conſequently muſt Repreſent them. But 
according to our Conſtitution, the King's 
Death diſſolves the Parliament, which is in- 
conſiſtent with the Character of a Repre- 


ſentative, becauſe upon the Death of a Re- 


preſentative, the Power's ſhould rather re- 
volve to the Fountain head from whence 
they firſt flow'd. The Death of the Repre- 
ſentative cannot deſtroy the Being of the 


Perſon Reprefented. _ | 

I have 5 en often mov'd with the Imper- 
tinence, more than the Solidity of a trifling 
Object ion that creeps into every Seditious Pa- 
per in theſe unhappy times, viz. where is 
any Hereditary Succeſſion in the World from 


Adam has not our Engliſh Succeſſion been 


broke and . patchd up again in almoſt every 
Reign ſince the Conquelt ; all which I grant 


Without any prejudice to my Hypotheſes, for 
{urge the Patriarchal Sceme, and the Right 


of Primageniture in the firſt, Ages of the 


World, only to prove the Divine Right of 


(aovernment, in oppoſition to a State of Na- 
| „ ture, 
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ture, that the World might ſee thro? what 


_ Channels Power was at firſt convey*d, I alſo 


inlarged upon the Right of Primogeniture 
to ſhew how agreeable it was to the Law 


of Nature, and the Intention of God in the 


Creation of the World, which renders it ve- 
ry probable that *tis not highly diſpleaſir ng to 


him ſince. 


Let Abrede the Succeſſion be never ſo 


often broke, if the Right is not reſtor'd to 


the injur'd Heir, while he or his Pretentions 


live, the uſurping Government is properly 
no Government at all, but a Combination 


of Felons: But when the Heir dies and 


leaves no Pretenders behind him, God either 
as his Infinite Wiſdom thinks proper, marks 
out the Uſurper for Divine Vengeance, and 
ſends an Ori to revenge the Fact, or ſome- 
times for Reaſdns beſt known to himſelf, he 
ſuffers the Uſurper to Build up his Family 


upon the Ruins of the former. 


Poſſeſſion againſt Claimants is no plea, but 
Poſſeſſion without Claimants is a good plea, 
becauſe that which a Perſon can poſſeſs with- 


out injury is his own, and Injury neceſſarily 


ſuppoſes ſomebody injur'd; which Injury 
cannot remain after the injur'd Perſon is dead, 


and theſe to whom Reſtitution can be 6 7.50 


Then God ftamps his Authority upon the 


Regnant Prince, whoſoever he happens to 
be, the People either chooſe, or are compell'd 


to ſubmit to pig. nit, e HY 
a ES But 
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But ſome Perſons in thefe Days have com- 


mitted a Rape upon common Senfe, in af- 


ſerting their imaginary Rights of Conqueſt, 


and Titles of Kings, De facto, Notions Redi- 
cuPd even by one of the moſt confiderable 
Saints in their Calendar, as it juſtly defery'd, 


J mean Col. Sidney, a Perſon of whom I 


may juſtly fay, that he had Qualities which 


7 


unhappily turn 
that Man a Plague, who would otherwite 


have been the Ornament of his Country. 


* * 


d to wrong Objects, made 


„ „ 


Even he has ſhewn in his Tryal, that a De 
facto Title was ſo mean, even Oliver Crom 


well ſcorn'd to ſtoop fo low as to take it up. 


I have ſhewn in what Manner Conqueſt | 
may be the means of procuring a Right TI. 
tle, but that Cr al abſtractedly gives a 


. 
2 


juſt Title, is abſurd; for *tis no more than 


caſting Lots: The Sword is as uncertain 
and precarious a Deciſion as the Votes of a 


Multitude, or Balloting in a Houfe of Com- 


mons. But what Law compels me to ha- 


zard all my Pretenſions upon fuch precari- 


ous Terms, is it not poſſible for me to have 


a Right to exerciſe my Powers, tho* my Ex- 


pep he 


ternal Actions are reſtrain'd by Bars, or 
Chains of Tron. If I confent indeed to fubmir 
my Conteſt with a Netghbouring Prince to 
the Chance of War alone, if he Conquers 
me *tis owing to my own Agreement, and 
from that Act he derives his Power over me. 
But to tell me that Right can be deduc'd 
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from the Natural Powers of the Body, or 
that a greater number of Wretches wha. 
have neither Senſe nor Ability to Live with- 
out engaging in a wrong Cauſe, can by Vir- 
tue of their united Force and over-powering, 
me, arrive to a good Title to, my Life and 
to my Poſſeſſions; is an Idea of Right more 
ſuited to a Beargarden than to Civil Societies, 
and for ought L know, Braize if he had fair 


play, might contend, for Sovereignty with 


the ſtrongeſt Prince in Chriſtendom. Ihe 
King of *Denmark ſeizes upon the Dutchics 
of 3 and Verden; we muſt very much 
reflect upon that Monarch, to ſay that he 


had do other Claim thereto, but what he 


ow'd to a vaſt Superiority of Soldiers, I am, 
ſure theſe are State of Nature Principles, and 
Calculated as much. to ſupport the Uſurpers 
pon the Highway, as Uſurpers of Thrones 
„„ Eonar ii | 
But ſome will tel} us that Kingdoms have 
been diſpos'd by Lots: The Perjan Mo- 
narchs deriv'd their Titles from their Horſes 
Noſtrils, without any Breach or Contradi- 
ction in their Conſtitution, and if the Ez. 
gliſh Monarchy is ſo. contriv'd, that Poſſeſſi- 
on (which is another fort of Lottery) ſhall 
give a Title, what Contradiction is this to 
common Senſe? '  _ 5 
'T anſwer, that however precarious the 
Choice of a Monarch might be, all Conſti- 
tutions took Care that the Reign ſhould 125 
e es wo ge. + 
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be fo. But to, expoſe a, State to perpetual . 
Convulſions to inveſt them by the Laws, 
who by thoſe very Laws are declar'd Tray- | 
tors, with Imperial Crowns, and all the 

Rights and Privileges of Kings de jure, is 
ſo monſtrous to conceive, that We muſt have 
very expreſs Declarations in our Eugliſb Laws 
to perſuade me to believe this abſurdity. . 
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The Acts of Kings De facto are with us 
of no weight, becauſe they were Parties : 
concern'd, and the Authorities of thoſe Acts 
is part of our Queſtion. But if we conſult - 
what Opinion the Nation ever had of Uſur- 
rs when they were recover'd from their 
Power, we ſhall find when, and where, the 
Engliſh Conſtitution prevaiPd, when it was 
buried, and when it roſe again from its Ruins. 
To omit the Uſurpations before the Con- 
queſt as too remote from common View, I 
hat deſcend to the firſt Uſurper after, vis. 
Steven. The Author of the Book of Here- 
ditary Right has ſufficiently prov'd, that he 
was oppos'd by the Empreſs Maud and her 
 Adherents, notwithſtanding his being in Poſ- 
ſeſſion, as an Uſurper: And Henry the 2d 
when he had obtain'd the Crown, depos'd 
the Noblemen made by Steven, as meer ima- 
ginary falſe Earls and Lords, ſeep. 55 
The Laucaſtrian Ulurpation had its vari- 
ous turns, till it was finally overthrown by 
Edward the 4th, and for ever hlaſted by the 
moſt ſolemn and memorable Acts of our 
i'r DOI OR 22 Conte 
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Conſtitution,” The Houſe of Lords declard 

upon a full Hearing of the Pretenſions of 

both Parties, that the Duke of Tork's Title 

could not be Defeated, and Heury the Gti 

join'd in the Determination of the Lords, 

that the Duke of Torbs Title was juſt law- 
ful and true. And Henry the ati, in a Pub- 
lick Proteſtation made to the Parliament, diſ- 
own'd the Right of Conqueſt, as has been 
obſerv'd by the fame Author p; 107, he bas 
alſo. prov'd_that ſome Acts of the Uſurp- 
ing Henries were of no Authority in the ſuc- 
cecding Reign, becauſe not confirm'd there. 
by, p. 138 as for Richard Duke of Torłs 
attempt to recover his Right it was agree- 
able to the Law of Nature. But I am ſure 
the Attempt of a Perſon who has no ſuch 


Title is by our Laws Higli-Treaſon. 


Theſe Uſurpers 1 Edw. 4. c. 1. were called 
pretended Kings, and Kings in Deed, but 
not in Right, and their chief Adherents were 


attainted by Act of Parliament, which they 


could not ha ve been if they ſerv'd their law- 
ful Prince, all Acts done in prejudice of 
Richard or his Heirs were declar'd of no 
Force or Value, in Hezry the $8ths Reign, 
they. were adjudged Traytors who ſhould by 
any means Council or endeavour to interrupt 
the Heirs of Henry the 8th in purfuance of 
his Will, from inheriting to this Kingdom. 
This Act we may fee 35 Hey. 8th, c. r. 
and the ſame feconded more ſtrongly in the 


TN MMF 
1ſt Edw., 6. 12. That if any of thoſe Pet- 
ſans to whom the Crown was limited, ſhould: 
uſurp upon one another, they ſhould be ad- 

judged Traytors, and ſuffer the Pains of 

High-Treaſon” _ 1 
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give the Reader this ſhort Sketch that 
he may ſee-how much our Enemies impoſe 
upon us with their Mountebank Pretences to 
their having the Conſtitution on their ſide, 
when they have the whole Bulk of the 
Engliſh Laws againſt them, and they are 
forc'd to recur to the miſerable ſubterfuge of 
Laws made by Uſurpers to prove their ſide 
„ re hu 
My Ninth Propoſition is the Reſult of the 
foregoing, for if all Legal Eftabliſh'd Go- 
vernments are of Divine Right, the ſupream 
Power in any cannot be Reſiſted. But I 
ha ve obſerved Junius Brutus, alias the 
French Hugonot Bega, in his Book call'd 
Viudiciæ Contra Tyrannos, has not in the leaſt 
clear'd what he meant by the Supream Pow- 
er, and the Reſult of his Book is, that all 
Governments that ever have been in the 
World were Commonwealths. I ſhall not 
contend with him or any one elſe about the 
Name. King, Duke, Elector, Landgrave, is 
the ſame to me, all that I ſtruggle for, is to 
know whether the ſupream Power is lodg'd 
in one or many, and if he could prove that 
the States of eArragon were part of the ſu- 
pream Power with the King, he only proves 
5 eArragos 


— 


— — ha —— 
: K 2:2 ͤ—w 111. EET Yo 
3 ag” — n — 5 
* 


— —— 7 
— — 
FI 


5 = 
— 


1 
oy” 
At 
WA 
77 
U 


4 | 
6 6.4 
{ 1 
1 
N \ 
5 
WAL 
| „ 
It 4-2 
k | 
=? 4 0 
, 4; is 
; ty, t 
N 
T5 
1 
Va A | 
1 * 
14 
. 0 
BY ith 
F 
V 
wy 


[401] 


: Arragoi a Commonwealth, which Tam ſure. 


is very little tothe purpoſe of Rebellion: if 
he had laid down that the States had equally 
Coercive power over each other, upon Male 
Adminiſtration he had enlarg?d his Queſtion 
from its Tntricacies and Shackles with which 
it was Involv'd. But if he would inſinuate 


thar no Nation was under, a Legal Admini- 


ſtration in which the Supream Power was In- 
veſted in one, I make bold to tell him he is 
miſtaken as to Fact, and I ſhall Tndeavour 
to prove him fo in the Sequel. 


Our Adverfaries therefore vainly Clamour 
againſt us, as tho? by aſſerting the Poctrine 
of Paſſive Obedience, we confounded all the 


Civil Rights of the People, and made Com- 


monwealths bend to Deſpotck Power, where - 


as we mean no more than that the Supream 


Power in every State muſt be obey'd with- 
out Reſerve in all Things not contrary to the 
Law of God. This has been the ſtanding 
Doctrine of all Ages ſince the Creation of 
the World, and has receiv'd a more ſolemn 


Sanction from Chriſtianity. The primitive 
Chriſtians fubmitted, to the moſt bitter Per- 
ſecutions, as Acts of the Country in which 


they Liv'd. Therefore (1) Tertullian in his 


— — 
6 — — — a 


— 


(1) Quomodo mihi proponere poteſt ſcripturam eſſe, Red- 
dite quæ ſunt Cæſaris Cæſari; miles me vel Dilator vel ine- 
micus concurgt,” nihil Cæſari Exigens, imo contra eum faciens 
cum Chriſtianum legibus Humanis Reum Mercede demittit- 


* » 


Teſt de fuga in perſecut. c. 12. 


V 


C 41 1 
Book De Fuga in Perſecutione, aſſerts, That 
© he was an Enemy to Cæſar who took 
Money of a Chriſtian to diſmiſs him fate 

from Puniſhments. (2) | 
So in his Book eAd Scapulam. 


A 


Altho' Treaſon be laid to our Charge, 


no N:grians, eAlbinians, or Caſſiaus, were 
ever found amongſt us Chriſtians, while 
at the ſame time, thoſe who but Yeſter- 
day ſwore by the Genius of their Empe- 
rors, and offer*d Sacrifices for their Health 
and Proſperity, and have appear'd moſt 
zealous againſt us, have been the firſt 
in Rebellion againſt their Sovereign ; but 
a Chriſtian is an Enemy to no Man, 
much leſs. to the Emperor, who claims 
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tinual Prayers; we beſtow thoſe Honours 


I. md 


(2) Sic & circa Majeſtatem Imperatoris infamamur & ta- 
men nunquam Albiniani, nec Nigriani vel Caſſiani inveniri po- 
tuerunt Chriſtiani fed iidem ipf qui per genios eorum in pri- 
die uſq; juraverunt, qui pro ſalute eorum in pridie uſq; jura- 
verunt, qu pro ſalute eorum hoſtias & feceradt & vove- 
rant, qui Chriſtianos ſœpe Damnaverant, hoſtes eorum 


ſunt reperti, Chriſtianus, nullius eſt hoſtis nedum Imperatoris 


quem ſciens a Deo ſuo conſtitui, neceſſe eſt ut & ipſum dili- 
gat & revereatut, & honoret & ſalvuin eſſe velit cum toto 
Romano Imperio quo uſq; ſeculum ſtabit, tamdiu enim ſtabit 
Colemus ergo & Imperatorem fic quomodo & nobis licet & ipft 
expedit ut hominem Deo ſecundum & quicquid eſt a Deo con- 
ſecutum, ſolo Deo minorem hoc & ipſe volet fic enim omni- 
bus major eſt dum ſolo vero Deo minor eſt, fic & ipfis Deis 
major eſt dum ipſi in poteſtate ſunt ejus itaq; & ſacrificamos pro 
ſalute Imperatoris ſed Deo noſtro & ipſius. Ad Scapulam. c. 1. 


G man 


our Love and Eſteem as he is conſtitu- 
ted by God ; for whoſe welfare, with that 
of the Common-Wealth, we offer up con- 
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L 42 J 
upon the Emperor, which are moſt pro- 
per for us to give, and him to receive, as 


God : Which is as much as he can deſire, 
as he is Second-to none but God, and con- 
ſequently above all your inferior Deities, 


N- De Beg 


A 


we offer Sacrifices for the ſafety of the 
Emperor to his and our God. 


A 


Again to ſhew that the Chriſtians i in thoſe | 


Days did not want Numbers. 
) © What will you do with ſo many 
< Thouſands of Men and Women of all A- 

„ges and Qualities, who offer themſelves to 

Jou, what Fires aud what Swords muſt 

* you have occaſion for. 

He alſo ſhews that Martyrdom was a 
Crown to be ſought after, and not avorded 
by indirect Means. 

(4) For when we are exhorted to Pati- 
© ence, it has reſpect to our Paſſions, and 
« when we are warned t to flee from N 

© this 


—— — 


* 


6) Hoc fi placuerit & hic fieri quid facias de tantis milli- 


bus hominum, tot Viris ac Fæminis omnis Sexus, omnis Mta- 
. omnis Dignitatis offerentis ſe tibi, r Ignibus, 

uantis Gladiis opus tibi erit. ib. c. 4. * 

(4) Sic & ficur Tolerantiam precipit, quibus magis eam 
quam paſhonibus proſpicit, fic ubi ab Idolatria devellit quid 
ei magis quam Martyria prævellit, plane monet Romanos om- 
nibus Poteſtatibus Subjici. Quia non ſit poteſtas niſi a Deo. 
Quia non ſine Cauſa gladium geſtet, & quia miniſter fit 
Dei, ſed uſtrix inquit in iram ej qui malum fecerit, nam & 
premiſerat, principes enim non ſunt timori bono operi ſed 
malo, vis autem non &merepoteſtatem bonum face Laudem ab 

eo re- 


next to, and the immediate Subſtitute of 


who are under. his Protection and Care, 
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3 17 
this has ralation to our being Martyrs. 
The Apoſtle commands the Romans to be 
ſubje& to the Powers that be, becauſe all 
Power is from God, and the Magiſtrate 
does not bear the Sword in vain, but is 
the Miniſter of God, and avenger upon 
thoſe that do ill, for he before ſaid, that 
Princes are not a Terror to good Works, 
but to ill, but wou'd thou not fear the 
Power, do that which is good, and thou 
ſhalt have the Praiſe, for he is the Mini- 
ſter to thee for good. But if thou doeſt E- 
vil, fear. So that he does not place the 
ſubjection to Magiſtrates in avoiding Mar- 
tyrdom, but in a good Life, reſpect ing 
them as Patrons of Juſtice, and Miniſters 
of Divine Wrath to the wicked. He there- 
fore tells you how you ſhall be ſubject to 
the higher Powers, commanding to give 
Tribute to whom Tribute, to Czſar thoſe 
which are Cæſars, and to God thoſe which 
are Gods. St. Peter ſays the King is to 


eo referes, Dei ergo miniſter ut tibi in bonum, f vero malum 
facias, time ita non in occaſione fruſtrandi Martyru jubet te 
ſubjici poteſtatibus ſed in provocatione bene vivendi etiam ſub 
illarum reſpectu quaſi adjutri cum juſtitiæ quaſi miniſtrarum 
Divini judici, hic etiam de nocentibus pra judicantis dehinc & 
exequitur quomodo velit te ſubjici poteſtatibus, reddere jubeas 


cui Tributum; Tributum, cui vectigal, vectigal, id eſt quæ 


ſunt Cæſaris Cæſari: & quæ Dei Deo, ſolus autem Dei homo 
condixerat Petrus Regem quidem honorandum ut tamen tunc 
Rex honoretur cum ſuis Rebus inſiſtit cum a Divinis Honori- 
bus longe eſt. Quia & Pater & Mater diligentur cum Deo 


non comparabuntur Tert, ſcorpiac. ado Gnoſticos. p. 279. Edit. 


Khenani. 


6 | © he 


[44 ] 
ebe honour'd, which Honour is more truly 
paid to him in his ſecular Sphere, without 
regard to his Uſurpations upon Religion, 
becauſe Father and Mother are nothing in 
compariſon with God. See Tertullian a- 


gainſt the Gnoſticks. th, 
(5) He tells us in his Book about Idola- 


PA K aA & 


try, That we ought to be ſubject to Princes 


and Powers, according to the Apoſtles com- 
mand, provided we do not extend the Pre- 
cept ſo far as to incur the guilt of Idolatry. 
He inſtances in the three Children, who not- 
withſtanding they paid all due Reverence to 
Nebuchodonozer, would not pay Divine Ho- 
nours to his Image. From whence I con- 
clude, that even Idolatry does not vacate a 
Prince's Commiſſion from the moſt High. 

In his Apology he gives an Account of 
the Prayers offer'd up for the fafety of the 


(6) © We invoke for the fafety of the Em- 
© perors, the Eternal, True, and Living 
© God; whom the very Emperors, above 


© the reſt, deſire to be propitious to _ 
„They 


5 
aw 


(5) Igitur quod attinet ad honores Regum & Imperatorum 
ſatis præſcriptum, habemus in omni obſequio eſſe nos oportere 
ſecundum Apoſtoli præceptum, ſubditos Magiſtratibus & prin- 


cipibus & poteſtatibus, ſed intra limites Diſciplinæ quoſq; ab 
Idolatria ſeperamur. Tert de Idolatria. 8 


(6) Nos enim pro ſalute Imperatorum Deum vocawus - 


ternum, Deum Verum, Deum Vioum, quem & ipſi 1mpera- 
tores propitium fibj præter cæteros malunt, ſciunt quis illis 


dederit Imperium, ſciunt qui Homines, qui & Animas ſenti- 
| | . unt 
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© They know he gave them Empire, and 
that he is the only God. in whoſe Power 
© they are, to whom they are Seconds, and 
© after whom they are over all things, even 
their own Gods; which is no wonder, for they 
« are Superior to Men living, and the Living 
« are preferable to the Dead. Let them ex- 
amine the force of their Empire, but let 
4 
* 
6 


them know that all this Strength and 


Power is deriv'd from God, and they are 

accountable to him for the ſame. 

(7) eArnobius ſeems to look upon it as a 
monſtrous Calamity, that thoſe could not 
Reign to whom Nature had given the Right. 

8 He mentions in his fourth Book Prayers 
for Princes. 5 
Why ſhould our Holy Books be com- 

© mitted, to the Flames, and our Houſes of 
© Prayer demoliſh'd, in which the moſt high 
© God is Worſhip'd, and Peace and Pardon 
6 are calyd down from Heaven for all Men, 
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unt eum Deum eſſe ſolum in cujus ſolius poteſtate ſunt a quo 
ſunt ſecundi poſt quem primi ante omnes & ſuper omnes quid- 
ni ſuper omnes Deos Homines qui utiq; vivunt & mortuis an- 
tiſtent. Recogitant quouſq; vires Imperii valeant & ita Deum 
intelligunt ad verſus quem valere uon poſſuut per eum valere te 
cognoſcant. Text Apologia ad Gentes. c. 30. 

(7) Non Regnant non Imperant quibus ſors Rerum atri- 
buta eſt Arnolius contra Gentes, lib. 1. | 

(3) Nam noſtra quidem ſcripta cur Ignibus meruerint Dari 
cur inhumaniter Conventicula dirui in quibus ſummus ora- 
tur Deus, pax Cuuctis, & venia poſtutatur magiſtratibus Ex- 
ercitibus, Regibus, familiaribus, inimicis adhuc vitam degenti- 
bus & reſolutis Corporum vinctione Arnob contra Gente, lib. 4. 
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for the Magiſtrates, Armies, £9c. for our 
Enemies either alive or dead. py 

In ſhort, Teſtimonies would flow in too 
faſt for the intended Bulk of this ſmall Trea- 
tiſe, if T {ſhould recount all the Paſſages in 
Tertullian, and the reſt of the Fathers on 
this Subject in this conſpir'd St. Cyprian, La- 
fantins, St. eAuſiin, St. eAmbroſe, St. Chry- 
ſoſtom, Theophyla#, Oecumenius, Gregory the 
Great, St. Bernard, with a vaſt number of 
Fathers more, who all agreed in the fame 
Note. | 

No Opinion was ever more univerſally 
maintain'd as this, it held its hold without 
interruption, till within theſe two or three 
laſt Centuries. Rebellion having ſince gain'd 
Ground, the Jeſuits broke the Ice firſt, to 
aggrandize the Pope, and the Phanaticks 
took it out of their hands, and have manag'd 
it ſo well, that there is ſcarce any Country 
in Europe, but feels the ſmart at this Day. 

What bleſſed Work it has made in France, 
Germany, Hungary, England, Scotland and 
Treland, let the preſent Age tell, and the next 
to come learn Inſtruction thereby. 

I conclude that to reſiſt the Supream Pow- 
er is to ſtrike at God, and however ſome Na- 
tions may ſeem to proſper in ſuch a Rebellion 
againſt Heaven, a ſecret Plague will attend'em 
\ and a Curſe nip their moſt blooming Hopes. 
\ Diviſion, Factions, and eternal Tumults in 
the Streets ſhall be their Lot, and future _—_ 
+ 5 8 
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will be only the Vehicle of Ridicule for their 
Poſterity. EEE 
Who can think without Indigna tion upon 
the Havock it has made with the moſt flou- 
riſhing Nations, where are the. Glories of 
the Roman Empire, and the artful Contri- 
vance of the Grecian Commonwealths ? but 
trampled upon by Barbarians, and even the 
Hiſtories that inform us of their Riſe, their 
Progreſs, and their Decay, have ſcarce come 
intire to our hands, Foreign force could never 
have wrought theſe Changes, they eat firſt 
into their own Bowels, to prepare a Recep- 
tacle for their Enemies. | 
Thus have I clear'd the way to come at 
the Exgliſh Conſtitution, my next Task ſhall 
be to point out the ſupream Power in our 
own Country, that we may know to whom 
we owe this unlimited Obedience. 
Ilaid down that the ſupream Power being 
in one or many, was the difference between a 
Republick and a Monarchy, this ought to be 
the Critevion of either. But *tis the misfor- 
tune of a great many Perſons of Judgment 
and Senſe, to miſtake our Conſtitution for a 
mix*d Monarchy, which is indeed a flat Con- 
tradiction, as will more plainly appear in the 
{ucceeding Propoſitions, for tho? he is bounded 
by Lavs, thoſe Laws are Obligations laid upon 
himſelf, they do not proceed from any Ex- 
ternal coercive Sanction. But to ſay that he 
is the ſupream Power, only while he * 
y 


£487 


by Law, and ceaſes to be ſo, when he acts 


contrary to Law, is pure Vonſenſe, for Law 


by Def. 7. is a Canon or Rule by which Men 
are oblig'd to frame their Actions; which 
obligation muſt be either voluntary, or ariſe 
from a ſuperior Power, and the Obligation 
dies with the Impoſer. But if the King by 
acting againſt Law, forfeit his Power, there 
muſt be a Power Superior to his in Being, to 
whom the Exerciſe Revolves, and conſe- 
quently he is only the Repreſentative of the 
ſupream Power, perhaps this is what ſome 
People mean by the ſupream Executive Pow- 
er, which proceeds more from their corrupt 
and clouded Ideas, than from Truth. Bur 
however this they muſt grant, that if the 
King is only the Repreſentative of the Su- 
pream Power, that Power muſt be ſome- 


where elſe; if it be in the People, we run 


back into a ſtate of Nature; if it is in any 
leſſer Body, it muſt be a Commonwealth? 
For a Body of Men may conſtitute a Repreſen- 
tative with full Power, without altering the 
Nature of a Commonwealth; as Rome, 
when it choſe a DiQator, inveſted with the 


compleat Exerciſe of all the Majeſterial Pow- 


ers, the Dictator was the Repreſentative of 
the Senate, and Rome was a Commonwealth 
_ EE ok. | 

No Body will deny, but that if the abſo- 
lute fupream Power was inveſted in one fingle 
State as fully as my own Hypotheſis could 

5 ſuppoſe, 


Ws + an d io., £1. 
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tup Oſe, "thix this couꝰd be a compleat Mo- 
Rk I 8 N dividing this Power 
two Pei ions , Or as many more as 

hou þ eaſe, would not alter the Nature 

overnment? by what Name then ſhoul 

* ve call it? 4 Monarchy, it could not be, for 
if the Supream Power inyeſted; in two, is 
conſiſtent with Monarchy ; the ſame Reaſon 
holds that Twenty, or a Hundred, or a 
Thouſand, may have the Supream Power in 
a_ Monarchy, and conſequently, Venice or 
Hilland may be Monarchies, and the Word 

Monarch e Individuum Va um. 
If theſe F ae carefully conlider'd; 
a mird Monarch Mans appe pear a flat Contra- 
diction ; for if - a has not the? full 
Fn ream Powers . inveſted in him- 
lf, he muſt h ve them ſomewhere elſe, and 
: bee A Repraſemative of another 


"= any Perſon can ſtate any ther dife- 
tence between a Monarchy and a Common- 
wealth, I ſhall be glad to find it. 

But when we come to our: Engl: Conti 
tution, we have numerous Conteſts for and 
againſt a Commonwealth, and fo 23 
have the Notions of ſome: of the moſt, zea- 
lous Aſſerters of Monarchy been, that 
while they have fincied ng contend- 
ing for Monarchy, ; the plan: they have laid 
in their heads of our Exgliſi Conſtitution, 
has been | pure Commonwealth, _ 
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The Conteſts about the diſpenſing Power 


at the Tryal of tlie Biſhops in King James's 
Reign, was but a miſt to hide a Scheme for 
a Commonwealth, if ſome Gentlemen in 


that Tryal had ſpoke their plain Thoughts, 


not diſguisd by Tricks and Colluſions, they 


would have fpoke Treaſon enough, at leaſt 
to deferve Hanging. 5 


I conclude our Laws have pointed out to 


us thie Supremacy of the King. 


6 ng % 


Biraclon has told us, the King has 10 Su- 


perior but God, in more places than one or 


tu 5 


But the Supremacy of the King will more 
| plainly appear from a view of the Nature 


of Homage, tis given us in Littleton 5. 85. 


„Thus when tlie Tenant ſhall make Ho- 


mage to his Lord, he ſhall be ungirt, and 
© his Head uncover'd, and his Lord ſhall 
„ fit, and theTenant ſhall kneel before him on 


© both his Knees, and hold his Hands jointly 


together between the Hands of his Lord, 


© from this Day forward, of Life and Limb, 


* of Earthly -Worſhip, and unto you ſhall 
Abe True and Paithful, and bear you Faith 
© for the Tenements that I claim to hold of 
you (faving the Faith that-Towe unto our 


© Sovereign Lord the King) and then the 
Lord ſo fitting ſhall kiſs him. 
From this Homage, I conelude, that all 


. 
e 


the Land in this Kingdom, is the intire pro- 
e ee FH "Fatty 


1 


of the King, and that Allegiance 
8 15 is tlie Condition by which every 


Subject holds his Lands, which is prov'd by 
Ar Edward Coke, in bis Commentaries upon 
the faid Littleton. 6. 85. a 

1. There is no Land in England i in thehand ö 
of any Subject (as hath been ſaid) but it is 


holden of ſome Lord by ſome kind of Ser- 
vice, as partly hath been touch d before. . 


2. All the Lands within the Realm, were | 
originally deriv'd from the Crown „ and 


therefore the King is Sovereign Lord, either 


mediately or immediately, of all and every 


parcel.of Land within the Realm. 
This Reſervation of the Allegiance to the 


King, Sir Edward Coke urges as a proof that 
the King is the faid Lord aloud and 
he brings a Caſe of Complatnt againſt Hal- 
ter Biſhop of Exeter, that the faid Malter, 
to the Ju th Damage of the Kings Preroga- 


tive, had preſum'd to receive Homage from 
{ome Perſons therein exprefly nam'd, with- 
= any Reſervation of their Homage to the 


915 the King i is only the Servant of the Su- 


pream Power, ſurely a Reſervation ought 


have been inſiſted upon, in behalf of Homage 


due to a Parliament. But *tis fo far from that, 


even the very Member 8 of Parliament were 


forc d to 90 Homage to the King. 


Beſides his Politick and Natural Capacity 
are faid to be iuſeper bie; I fo, the Supream 
| H 2 
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Power adheres ſo cloſely to him that it can- 
not be ſeparated without Lan ub out his 
Blood with . Tis workd up into the ve- 
ry Compoſition of the Man, nor can the 
whole Houſe of Lords or Commons by any 
3 Acts ſeparate one from the ies” Ton- 
equently he cannot be their Repreſentat tive. 
Calvin's Caſe will determine this alone. 
" TheQueſtion was, whether Calvin a Scotch. 
man, could be look d upon as an Alien, who | 
was born in Scotland, tho? under the Pro- 
tection of James the Firſt, who | Was King 
of England. . ; 
It was Reſolv'd by the LordC hancellor and 
Twelve Judges, 45 the Plaintif could be 
no Alien. They urg'd, Iſt the Politick Ca- 
pacity could be divided from the Natural 
only by Death alone. That the Liegiance 
due to the King, was due to him as a Natu- | 
ral as well as Politick Perſon, what Liegi- 
ance. was due from a Tenant to his Lord, 
I have before inſiſted upon. But they tell 
us that there is an higher Connection be- 
tween a Sovereign and Subject, than Lord 
or Tenant, which they prov'd by ſeveral 
Acts of Parliament, that the Allegiance due 
to the King was a Natural Allegiance. - The 
Oath i in thoſe times was thus. 
© You ſhall ſwear that from this Day ſor⸗ N 
« ward you ſhall be True and Fajthful.ro our. 
* e Lord King Jamès and his Heirs, 
5 ank Truth and Faith ſhall; bear of LL 


k an 1 * — »... a is. ad 2 * 
- * 
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and Member, and terrene Honour, and 
you ſhall neither know nor hear of any Ill 


© or Damage intended unto him, c. 


The Antiquity of this Oath is deduc'd e- 
ven from Arthur, they concluded that Na- 
tural Allegiance had no bounds or teſtraint. 

* They: difallow'd the diviſion of his Natu- 
ral and Politick Capacity, conſequently. a8 


Calvin Was Born under the Liegiance ,of 


King James, he could be no Alien in | 
Dominions of the King of England. 


They urg d, that tlie King held his King. 
dom by Birthright inherent by Diſcent from 
the Blood Royal, whereupon Succeſſian dot th 


attend. 


Sir Edward Coke charges the Notion * 7 


parating the Politick from the Natural Ca- 
pacity of the King, upon the Spencers, and 


lays it had execrable, gd deteſtable Conſe- 


uences. 
* 1. If the Ling do. not e = nk 


> the © King att; not. NY Rebe 


by Suit of 1 aw, that 0 he, to. be done per 
e Kot 24 1 Si . 
. His Lieges < are bqund to govern in aid. 
of him, and in defence of him, all which 
Was condemn'd by Parliament Ede. 2. Ex. , 
lum Hagen, & 1 Ed. 3 . 
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The Allegiance of the Subject is due Juar: 
to modo, omni ſoli & ſemper. 
Crown and Kingdom were taken for the 
King himſelf, _ oo 
Allegiance due to the King by the Law 
of Nature, . antecedent. to Municipal Laws, 


and Kings themfelyes were antecedent to 


Oo OS SNARES. ET | a 

I wou'd draw this inference from what has 
been faid, That the King cannot be either 
the Rępreſentative of the People, or of the 
Parliament, for if he had been ſo, Calvin 
muſt have been an Alien. For the King's Re- 
tation to Scotland and England wou'd have 
been intirely diſtin, which in the Opinion 
of theſe Judges, they were not, becauſe they 
were centur'd in one Perſon, and were con- 


ſequently inſeperable. 


\ 


This famous Caſe of Calvin has irrefraga- 


| bly overthrown the Modern Schemes of Re- 


partition of the Supream Power, and has plain; 
ly prov'd the King an Independant Monarch, 
the Oath injoyn'd 1 E/7z. c. 1. amounts to 
the ſame, viz. I do utter Teſtify and De- 
clare in my Conſcience that the Queen's High- 
zieſs is the only Supream Governour of this 
Realm, we have alſo 16 Rich. 2 c. 5. That 
the Crown of England is Subject to God 


alone. Sir Edward Coke has explain'd what's 


meant by the Crown of England in Calvin's 
Caſe, vis. The Perſon of the Keg. angie | 
fo... * | F "Olt» 
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Politiek Capacity is i3nſeperable from bis Na- 
MC PET %%% 
Can any one hereafter doubt that England 
is 2 Monarchy... - > + fa 
My 11th Propoſition. Was that the Su- 
pream Power muſt be plac'd in ſuch à man- 
aer, that in Caſes of Emergency it may be ca- 
pable of eAfting. We .muſt Inquire, what 
Powers are eſſentially requiſite to preſerve 
Government, if ſuch Powers appear alone In- 
veſted in the King, Indepen antly ; it re- 
mains that he muſt be the Supream Power, 
The Power of Peace and War is in the 
King alone, which is certainly a moſt eſſenti- 
al Power; becauſe it includes Protection, 
and all the moſt valuable Branches of Go- 
vernment therein; but that this is inveſted 
ſolely in him appears by a Declaration of Par- 
lain t,, ,, SS 
Jo us it belongeth, and to our Part it is, 
through our Royal Signory, ſtraightly to 
Defend force of Armour, and all other 
« force againſt our Peace, at all times, when 
it ſhall Pleaſe us, and to Puniſh them which 
hall do contrary, according to our Laws 
and Uſages of this Realm; and hereunto 
they are bound to Aid us as their Sovereign 
Lord at all ſeaſons when Need ſhall be. 
We fee here, no new Power collated by 
the Parliament but a Declaration of an old 
one, according to the Cuſtom and Uſages of 
r 


By 


e461 

By the 2 of . SO Ls wn but the 
King 8 Servants ſh all appear before an 

Kings Sew of Fuſtice Arn” 2 What F 
here left to pivots Subjects to Revenge their 
Wake by. force. of Arms ton.) the. King 8 
Mini 5 
By he'7 "of Nich. 2. e. 17 * 2 Mar ſtall 
Ride in 2 nor with Lawncegays with. 
ont the King eral Licence., 70 0 whence 
F conclude, tat the intire Power of Com- 
1 Perſons to bear Arnis was in him- 
ſe 

''Kmights Service: was d Military Inſtitution 
iche was ever thought proper alone to the 
King; Sir Eward Coke 0 ſerves in his Com. 
vpen Littleton, C 103. That it Was, Servi- 
Hum fhriuſecum quia pertinet ad Pemi. 
aum Regem non a capitalem Dominum; 
it was 5 call'd,. Regale Servitium, becauſe 
it belong d N to the King, Et Ser- 
8 Beh nt R We find a Statute 
1 Ee: 2. concern bis Knights which Sir 
Eds. Coke in his Inft. tells us, was a Writ 
or Ordinance of the King and no A& of Par- 
Riikens”" v. 2 Inſt. $. 893 in which the 
Rules about dliſtreining for Knights: Sertice 
were ſettfecl, from whence I conclude, that 
it was a peculiar Prerogative of the King, and 
not within the Sphere of a Parliament, it be- 
Bine th Homiaur Rex Conceſſit, up 
Fhe Court of Chivalry was proper alone 
tothe King, and Appeals were allow'd Nom 
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the Sentence of that Court to him, as Sir 


Edw. Coke informs us, 2 Inſt. F. 125. 
Levying War againſt the King by the 25 


of Edw. 3. c. 2. is High-Treaſon, there is 


no exception for a Parliament, tis alike Re- 
bellion in them as in private Perſons, to re- 


cur to Arms againſt the King. 


The Commiſſion of Array was ſolely In; 
veſted in the King; from theſe Inſtances TI 
conclude, the Power of Arms 1s the King's, 
and was fo, Antecendent to any Act of Par- 
liament. No Subject, either in Parliament or 
out, can Legally bear Arms without the 
King's Commiſſion, which is as much as can 
be defir'd for my Hypotheſes, For none but 
the King can Protect his Subjects either from 
Invaſions Abroad, or Violences at Home, 
and Commiſſions granted by any other Pow- 
er, even by 1 Partiarnent, are againſt Law. 
By the 7 of Edw. i. every Member is diſ- 
arm'd and forbid to come to the Aſſembly 
with offenſive Weapons. _ 3 
No Man who conſiders ſeriouſly will deny, 
that if the King has an Independant Power, he 
muſt be at leaſt part of the Supream, and a 
moſt eſſential Part too: if he ſhou'd ceaſe to 
act in Caſes of Neceſſity, when Arms are to 


be recurr'd to, I wou'd know what ſhadow 


of our Laws, or what hint, can be found, 
that favours the Parliament's aſſuming the 
Power of War; conſequently they cannot 


legally, againft the King's Conſent, even 
| | 1 
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wear a Sword, if you juſtfie their extraor- 
dinary exerting themſelves by the Powers of 
Nature, and the Right of Self-defence, you 
muſt recur to a ſtate of Nature, which is 
out; of the Sphere of my Queſtion, becauſe 
by my Hypotheſes Government is ſuppos'd 
to be already eſtabliſh'd: Therefore a Parli- 
ament cannot recur to Arms before they are 
reduc'd to a ſtate of Nature, and are paſt 
the Obligation of poſitive Laws, at which 
time they themſelves can be no Parliament. 
I conclude, the Supream Power muſt be in 
the King, becauſe he only can Act by the 
Right of Ams. 
Some perhaps, may ſay, he is only the Re- 
preſentative of the Parliament in this Caſe, 
but that the Power of War was Originally in 
Pacliaments, which *tis . impoſſible to prove. 
Kings have been in this Iſland 1700 Years. 
But Idefy the moſt Learned in the Law to 
prove Parliaments half ſo Antient, therefore 
the Power muſt be antecedent to Parliaments, 
or thoſe Kings had not the Right of War 
which is abſurd to allege of any Govern- 
ment. But I ſhall adjourn this Diſpute to ano- 
ther Place. 24 „„ 
The Power of Treaties has been declar'd by 
Parliament, Inveſted in the King. But this 
is equally eſſential to the Supream Power as 
making War, for the Sword muſt not al- 
ways coſtinue unſheath'd. - e 


FF gy 
The Power of Pardoning is a particular 
Prerogative of the King, which is equivalent 
to diſpenſing with the Laws, and the depri- 
ving the King of this Power, was declar'd 
unreaſonable. See Coke's Inſt. p. 4. p. 42. 
The Power of erecting Counties Palatine 
is another Proof of our Argument, for if the 
King can confer the Regalia upon whom he 
pleaſes, and the Parliament cannot, he muſt 
be the Supream Power, and alone can Act in 
that Caſe. But that he can do ſo is evident 
from 4 Inſt. p. 204. : ore 
Another Argument I think not fit to omit 
is, the King can Pardon Treaſon, but a Par- 
liament without the King cannot; other Pow- 
ers might be ſpecified which are in reſerve. 
I conclude, that Activity and Paſſivity are 
the certain Criterions of the Supream Pow - 
er and of Subjection; by Def. 7. IF one 
Power can do all that another Power can 
do, thoſe Powers are equal in that Reſpect. 
If therefore one Power can do more than 
another Power, thoſe Powers are Superiour in 
that Reſpect. But tho? in Government there 
are many diſtinct ends independant of each 
other, they are nevertheleſs ſubordinate. to 
the main end in Society, which is Govern- 
ment; there cannot be two Independant 
Powers in Society, more than there can be 
' two Supreams in one and the fame Society 
contrary to Axiom 12. | 
"Op . 122ͥĩð œ 1♀u& 
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Power and Action are as Reciprocal terms 
as Life and Conſciouſneſs. You cannot ſup- 
poſe Power without Action, any more than 
you can ſuppoſe Life without Conſciouſneſs ; 
for tho? it is not neceſſary that the Supream 
Power ſhou'd be always making Proclamati- 
ons and Signing Dead Warrants, neverthe- 
leſs there is an w2yaa vis quœdam, which a- 
nimates the Body Politick, as the Soul does 


the Body Natural, which Operates even 


while the Organs of the Body are lock'd up in 
a moſt profound Sleep. The Energy enlivens 
all the King's Court, even when his Body 
is not there, it gives Strength and Authori- 


ty to every Branch of Repreſentative Power 


thro' the whole Kingdom. But as a Body 
ſenſeleſs and benum'd with a Pally, ſo is the 
State benum'd when this Energy is Re- 
ſtrain'd by any External Force; when Sedi- 
tion and Tumults abound, either in Town or 
Country, or where any voluntary Socictys 
Uſurp the Office of the Civil Majeſtrates, 
for there when the Supream Power meets 
with a Stop, it cannot Circulate thro' that 
Part of the Body Politick, and tho? the Su- 
pream Power is no more affected therewith, 
than the Rays of the Sun when they are ex- 
cluded Entrance into a Dungeon, or a Priſon ; 
yet that Part of the Body is Dead and Ule- 
leſs, if not Hurtful to the adjacent Parts. 
If this Power cannot Act by Reaſon of 
any internal Defect; this as much as to lay, 
| We: | raat 
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that Power is annihilated ; for if it cannot 
Act tis no Power. By Def. 1. How then 
can the Supream Power be in Kings, Lords 
and Commons, joyntly; when the Lords 
and Commons have no Exiſtence upon 
a Diſſolution ; if we grant this, all Govern- 
ment begins De Novo upon the Meeting of 
a New Parliament after Diſſolution. But 
then the Prior Acts can no more Bind us than ll. 
King eAlfred's, or Edward the Confeſſor's 1 
Laws Bind us now. : | 


This Propoſition being thus Eftabliſhdd, || 

| . ; WM 
makes way for the following one. That the 1 
Supream Power cannot be in Ring, Lords oi 
and Commons, jointly; if the Ring has à 1 
Power of Calling and Diſſolving Parlia- 9 


meòe nut. | | {ET 
We muſt obſerve in what Capacity a King 
Calls and Diſſolves a Parliament. 7 1 
A Modern notion prevails that this King- = 
dom is Govern'd by Three Eſtates, and that 
the King 1s one of the Three Eſtates. But _ 
this is a Miſtake, for the Three Eſtates were x 
anciently the Lords Spiritual, Temporal, and if 
the Commons. 4 Inſt. p. 1. | | 
The Writs of Summons teſtify that the 
King calls them Authoritatively to Parlia- 
ment; they are call'd to Adviſe and Con- 


| + 1 
ſult. De arduis £5 orgentibus negotiis Reg- 1 
ni Noſtri eAugliæ & Eccleſiæ eAnglicane | 
Concernentibus, They are ſuppos'd not to be 1. 
the ſtanding, but the occaſional Council of i 


the 


6 
the Nation Summon'd. Colloguirm habere 
£& Traftare cum Rege. 4 
When they are Mer, fo Eſſential is the good 


Will of the King towards his Commons, Sir 


Ed. Coke obſerves. 4 Inſt. p. 35. That it was 


one of the Petitions of the Commons to the 


King, that he wou'd require the Arch-biſhop 
and all others of his Clergy, to Pray for his 
Eſtate, for the Peace and good Government 
of the Land, and for the Continuance of the 
King's Good Will towards his Commons : 
He ſays moreover, how the King in all his 
weighty Affairs had us'd the Advice of his 
Lords and Commons, (ſo great a Truſt and 
Confidence he had in them) always, pro- 
vided that- both Lords and Commons keep 
them within the Circle of the Law and 
Cuſtom of the Parliament. 

I wou'd ask whether *tis proper to ſay that 
Servants ſhowd put Truſt and Confidence in 
their Maſter, or that they ſhowd Petition 
the Maſter to bear good Will towards them. 


I am ſure this ſounds to me like the Acknow- 


legement of a Superiour Power, 27 
Sir Edroard Coke obſerves when it was de- 
manded by the Lords and Commons, what 
might be a principle Motive to them to have 
good Succeſs in Parliament, it was anſwer'd, 
Eritis inſuperabiles fi fueritis inſeperabiles, 
exploſum ei illud Diverbium Divide & im 


pera cum Radix & vertex Imperii in obeds- 


entium conſeuſu rata ſunt. 5 


G ad ot prom — . & AY rs 
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No Perſon will deny, who underſtands 
the. leaſt of our Laws, that the King's 
Writ is Eſſefitial to a Parliament, but if the 
King is their Servant, their Writ ſhou'd be 
Eſſential to make him a King, and as he Pro- 
rogues a Parliament, and Diſſolves it, if he is 
but upon an Equality with them, they ſhowd 
have Power to Suſpend or Diſſolve the Ex- 
erciſe of his Authority. But what then is 
become of the Maxim, The Ring neuer 
Dies; Or, How can they Exerciſe ſuch pre- 
tended Juriſdiction when they have no Being 
themſelves 2 + | 8 
They do not Meet as an Independant and 
Supream Body, for it was declar'd by Lords 
and Commons in full Parliament upon De- 
mand made of them in behalf of the King, 
That they cou'd not eAſſent to any thing in 
Parliament that tended to the *Disheriſox 
of the Ring and bis Crown whereunto they 
were Sworn. 4 Inſt: p. 14 _ 

The Death of the King Diſſolves the Par- 
liament, as Sir Edw. Coke obſerves, 14 H. 4. 
Summon'd a Parliament tempore Purifica- 
_ tzomis, and he Deceas'd the 20th of March, 
following, ſo as the Parliament was Diſſolv?d 
by his Deceaſe. Thereupon it was a Queſtion, 
whether the Knights and Burgeſles ſhou'd 
have their Wages, ſeeing nothing paſs'd in 
that Parliament. 4 Inſt. p. 46. 24 

It the King's Death, without any previ- 
ous Act of his own, Diſſolves a Parliament, 

* | | . 
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it amounts to Demonſtration to me, that 
they owe their Vigor to him, and not he to 
them; it ſhows they owe their Being not 
to the Eſſential Part of the Conſtitution the 
Politick, but the Natural Capacity of the 
King; for if the firſt, as the moſt Learned 
Jude Jenłyns obſeves, The Parliament cond. 
not Ceaſe upon the King's Death; becauſe the 
King in his Politick Capacity never Dies. 
See his Lex terre, p. 10. HRT 

Coke in his Commentary upon Littleton 
tells us, None can Begin, Continue, or Diſ- 
folve a Parliament but by the King's eAutho- 
rity, d. 164. Which ſhews the Houſes do 
not Meet by their Own. 

Judge Jenkyns obſerves, The Ming is the 
Head of the Parliament, the Lords the 
Principle Members of that Body, the Com- 
mons the Inferionr Members, and ſo the Body 
j Compocd. Therefore there is no more 
Parliament without a King, than there is a 
Body without an Head. 4. p. 17. | 

Sir Edw. Coke obſerves, 4. Inſt. p. 2. 
The King is Caput Principium & finis Par- 
liamenti. I am ſure if he is the Principium, 
he cannot be the Repreſentative of the Par- 
liament. e | 

We may obſerve from what has been ſaid, 
there may be an Interval between Parlia- 
ments. But as Judge Jenkyns has much to 
the purpoſe Obſerv'd, p. 57. There can be 


no Interregnum, ; 
The 


. We, i wa 


9 


The ſame moſt Excellent Perſon has in 
p. 57. made an Obſervation which plainly 
proves the Dependance of Parliaments upon 
the King, which is this. 


Queen Elizabeth Summon'd her frſt Par- 


liament to be held the 23d of Jaz. in the firſt 


| Year of her Majeſties Reign. The Lords 


and Commons Aſſembled by Force of the 
fame Writ. The 21ſt Day, the Queen fell 
Sick and cou'd net appear in her Perſon in 
Parliament that Day, and therefore Pro- 
rogu'd it until the, 25th of the ſame Montli 
of Jan. Reſolv'd by all the Judges of Eng- 
land, that the Parliament began not the Day. 
of the Return of the Writ, vis. 23d of 
Jan. when the Lords and Common Ap- 


« 
. 


pear*d, but the 2 5th of the ſame Month, when |; 
the Queen came in Perſoan. 


The Derivation of the Word Parliament 
is from Parler, to Conſult and Treat. No 
Majeſterialneſs can be Extracted from the 


Word which is naked and free from all Ter- 


There is a Difference, even in the Writs, 
for Summoning the Lords and Commons to 


Parliament: The firſt are call'd to give 


Council, and the latter to Conſent, theretore 
the firſt are moſt properly Conciliarii In, 1 
Whatever Sir Edw. Coke may pleaſe to 


fay of the Houſe of Commons, being a Court 


of Judicature, the Houſe of Lords, I am 
fare; is more coinpleatly ſich; The * 
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of the Houſe of Commons extends only over 
their own Members; and ſuch Inſtances Sir 
Edw. Coke alleges, which may as well 
prove a School a Court of Judicature, be- 
cauſe the Maſter has a Power of Whipping 
his Boys. But we muſt obſerve, the King is 
ſuppos'd to fit in the Houſe of Lords, which 
enables the Houſe to Act as a Court of Judi- 
cature; and by Petition to him as Sitting 
there, Writs of Errour are Revers'd or Con- 
firm'd, as Judge Jenkyns aſſerts, p. 102. He 
obſerves that Court is only the Houſe of 
Lords when the King Sits, which proves that 
he gives Luſtre and Vigour to all Authorita- 
A F;; D 
Sir Edu. Coke obſerves, 4 Inſt. p. 6. The 
Parliament does not Commence at the Re- 
turn of the Writs, but by the Preſence of 
his Royal Perſon, or his Repreſentatives. 
Strange that the Repreſenter's Repreſenta-. 
tive, ſhou'd have more Power than the Ori- 
ginal Maſter. Os . 
I Appeal to common Judgment, whether 
ever any Parliament did Sit without the 
King's Writ, which was not Blaſted after- 
wards, when the Laws cou'd have their full 
Force again: And our own Days can Wit- 
neſs the Convention was made a Parliament 
by the Prince of Orange after he was made a 
King by that Convention, they were ſenſible 
that Royal Authority was Eſſential to a Par- 
r „ 
18 1! | ; "The 


4 * 
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The Houſes without the King are no Body 
Corporate. The Members of either may be 
Fin'd, Hang*d, or Beheaded, if they incur 
_ thoſe Penalties by the Breach of the Laws. 
But none can ſay fo of the King, becauſe in 
Parliament or Hut, his Natural Capacity 
cannot be ſever'd from his Politick. Neither 
can the King be faid to be Vertually in the 
two Houſes, without his own Act or Con- 
ſent; for that wou'd make him no more than 
a Repreſentative of the two Houfes which I 
have Confuted. een ,, 
Thus far have I proceeded to ſhew what 
Dependance Parliaments ever had upon the 
Crown, and what an extenſſive Branch of 
the Regale the Proroguing and Diſſolving 
Parliaments is. cen 
I am very confident we want no better 
Criterion for finding the Supream Power, 
for that Power in the Interval mult be in the 
King, or Vertually in the Houſes, or no 
where. I have proy*d it cannot lie Dormant. If 
it is in the King, for that time my Queſtion 
is granted; but if it is Vertually in the Houſes 
notwithſtanding their Diſſolation, there has 
been a perpetual Succeſſion of Parliaments 
without Interval, ever ſince the firſt Parlia- 
ment hegan, and the common Maxim, that 
the Kzng never Dies, may more properly be 
applied to a Parliament. But ſurely the 
ſending New Writs for Electing Knights 
and Burgeſſes vacates the Commiſſions of 
| "KAI tlie 


[ 68 J 
the Old ones, they cannot both be valid at 


the ſame time. 


| e e one Parliament artificially 


Dies to make Room for a new one, which 
receives its Vigor from the King's Writ with- 
out ſo much as the actual Conſent of per- 
haps one Member of either Houſe. Sucli 
Power cannot belong to either a Doge, Stadt- 
eager, ͤ ag ESE: 
But alas! Tis the known Maxim in our 
Laws, that the Breath of a King which pro- 
nounces the Diſſolution of a Parliament, is 
as fatal as the Eyes of a Baſilisk, it more 
than ſtrikes the Body Dead, it annihilates 
its being. But I have prov'd that the two 
Houſes cannot be the Supream Power. after 
ſuch Diſſolution, becauſe they have no Power 
to Act again, but by the King's Writ. _ 
Thus have I brought the Reader pretty 
near within view of the Supream Power:; 
the thirteenth Propoſition takes away the pre- 
judices which may ariſe from the common 
notions of Tyranny, which is unjuctly 
 charg'd upon the Higheſt Power in the Na- 
tion, if our Enemies diſpute with us about 
the inconvenience of placing ſo much Power 
in one Man; I cou'd anſwer them from com- 
mon places out of Hiſtory, that Oppreſſion 
has abounded in Commonwealths more than 
in Kingdoms; and I cou'd tell 'em that a 
Man of Senſe and Spirit wou'd rather be 
Oppreſs'd (if Oppreſſion is his Fare) oy 
ERR s =: Of S 


[ 69 ] 
God's Vicegerent than by his Equal or In- 
feriour ; there are many turns, and caprices, 

and humours in the Votes of a Senate, as in 
one ſingle Monarch, and fleepy Eye-lids, or 
the want of a Bottle, a Whore, or a Su 
per, has laid a whole State at the Stake : 
Away then with all fooli{h Harangues about 

Liberty, we never are more free then when 
we Act according to the Laws of our Coun- 
try, and ſhun Deviation from our Conſti- 
tution. Let us not take up Arms till we 
can find expreſs Licenſe from the Laws, and 
we ſhall be in no danger of Bloody Feuds 
and Animoſities amongſt our ſelves ; *tis a 
Contradiction that the Supream Power can be 

Reſiſted, becauſe Reſiſtance implies. Co- 
ercion, which is a Mark of Superiority, 
and cannot extend over the Supream Power ; 

conſequently as there muſt be ſuch a Pow- 

8 in Society, that Power muſt be Irreſiſta- 
Some will cry, What ſhall we be Swal- 

ow'd up, ſhall we Sacrifice all that's dear 

to us? I anſwer, that nothing is or ought 
to be more dear to us than Preprving Invio- 
late the Sacred Rights of Government; if 
we pull out but one Pin, the whole Machine 
drops into Pieces; for which Reaſon God 
has laid the Penalty of Damnation upon Re- 
ſiſtance in any Caſe whatſoever, leaſt pre- 
tended Cafes of Neceſſity ſhou'd be brought 


7 


ſometimes into Play, to juſtiſie a moſt Wick- 
ed and moſt Unreafonable Rebellion. 

By our Conſtitution a King can do no 
Wrong, has been fully Declar'd by all the 
Judges and Serjeants at Law; but that a 
Parliament can do Wrong, we may find De- 
clar'd by 5 Parliament, if we conſult 
Coke's Inſt. p. 4. p. 42. 

The Laws 45 not Inteferer with the King 8 
Supremacy, for the King's Prerogative binds 
the Subject as much as Magna Charta binds 
the King. The Argument therefore proves 
too much, becauſe it proves the. Supremacy 
to be no where, if it proves. any thing 
at a 

As for the Raiſing Money only by Conſent 
of Parliament, this proves no Superiority, 
becauſe neither can the Parliament Raiſe Mo- 
ny without, his Conſent, which is ſtill but 
equality of Power at leaft. 

Pleas of the Crown are propria AO Re- 
gis, and a Parliament has nothing to do 
therewith, if therefore the firſt Concluſion 
proves the Parliament the Supream Power, 
the ſecond proves the King fo, and what are 
our Adverſaries the nearer. 

The like may. be faid of Foreign Leagues 
which bind even Parliaments, tho? made with- 
out their Knowledge and Conſent. ' 

Beſides, I would know who made theſe 
Laws that Abridge the King of his Power, 
if Py were made by himſelf, by the _ 

ca- 
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Reaſon that it has been declar'd, 4 Inſt; p. 42: 
An A& of Parliament cannot bind a fub- 
ſequent one, ſo the Act of the Supream Pow- 
er 500 Years paſt, cannot bind the Supream 
Power now. But if thoſe Laws were made 
by a Superiour Power to the King, and that 
Superior Power- remains now, my Queſtion 
is given up: But this wants to be prov'd. 
My next Propoſition that the Letter of 
the Civil Law has no External Force with- 
out a Power, to Execute thoſe Laws needs 
no enlarging upon, for *tis evident Laws 
cannot Execute themſelves, and no Govern= 
ment is fo looſe as to put the Executive 
Power into the Hands of every Individual. 
This leads me on to the next Propoſition, 

to Baffle the Abſurdity of the Supream Ex- 
ecutive Power being borrow'd from the Le- 
iſlative, for the Legiſlative Decrees what 
Foal be done, and the Executive puts thoſe 
Decrees in Execution; But the bare Execu- 
tion of the Laws without a Power of Inter- 
preting them, is far from deſerving the 
Name of Supream, that we may as well 
call an Hangman Supream : But if the Pow- 
er of Interpreting goes along with this Ex- 
ecutive Power, this is Equivalent to the Le- 
giſlative, for all Laws owe their Vigour to 
Judicial Interpretations: But the King in 
this Caſe is ſo far from borrowing any Lu- 
ſtre from the Legiſlative Power, he adds 
both Luſtre and Strength to that. A vo : 
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E 
with Legs, and without the power of Walk 
ing, is not much unlike ſuch Laws as have 

not the Executive Power to Back em. 


„ But if Tſhou'd grant the King is the ſole 


Supream Executive Power, in ſuch a ſenſe; 


that none can put the Laws in Execution 
but thoſe Commiſſion'd by him. I am very 


ſure ſome People can never come at their be- 
lov'd Doctrine of Reſiſtance under the Um- 
brage of the Laws of their Country. . _ 
But if we Imagine the King only the Mi- 
niſter of theLegiſlative Power, he ſtill alone 
is Authoriz'd to Act till his Powers are re- 
call'd, which they cannot be without his. 
own Conſent, becauſe he is one Branch of 
the Legiſlative Power himſelf, and has a Ne- 
gative Voice, and neither Lords or Com- 
mons have more: _— . 
Surely we ſhall now eaſily come at the Ir- 
reſiſtibility of the Supream Executive Pow- 
er, as ſome are pleas'd to call the King, 
There is no coming at his Perſon to De- 
poſe, Murther, or Levy War againſt him, 


- 


without being Guilty of High Treaſon which 
is the Higheſt Violation of the Law that can 
be: I have obſerv'd before, that the Crown 


of England is Subject to God alone, conſe- 
quently the King does not receive his Power 


RT... 3 
No Priviledge of Parliament extends to 
High- Treaſon, but ary of Parliament. 
is, a Priveledge of a Body Corporate, = if 
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this Body Corporate is the Supr eam Power 
of the Nation. Why ſhaw'd not the Prive- 
lege of Par liament extend to Felony or 
Treaſon. 

Why cannot the King. do Wrong if de is 
but a Servant to the Parliament, if he offers 
Violation to their Laws? 

If the Parliament is no Body, without 
the King ; How can the King be no more 
Than their Servant. 

How can all Author! ity be deriv'd from 
the King alone, as is expreſly faid, 1 Edw. 6. 


c. 2. if he derives his Power from a Parli- : 


ament ? - 

By the 1 of Elis. e. . Every Member 
of Parliament was oblig'd to Swear that the 
King was the Supream and 0p Gover- 
nour in all Cauſes. _ 

The Solemn Recognition of his Suprema- 
cy likewiſe 1 Fac. 1. is ſo Pull and Solemn, 
that I wonder any Perſon who pretends to 
the leaſt knowlege of the Law can deny 
this. 


from the Laws of God, as well as the Laws 
of Man. 

The King's ſhare in the Legiſlative Power 
was always very great. The Tenor of the 
Acts run in his Name as Ordain'd by him. 

J am come now to my laſt Propoſition, up- 
Gn which I need fay - 1 leſs, becauſe I * 

f N 


His power! has been 2pried to be deriv'd 
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laid down the moſt Authentick Records as 
to our Conſtitution already. > re 

I aſſerted that the Supream is an Indiviſi- 
ble Point, by which I mean, that whether it 
be Inveſted in one or many, the Power 1s 
the ſame, nor can be Exercis'd by different 
Perſons Independantly; and therefore, it 
cou'd not be in King, Lords, and Commons; 


for in that Caſe 'tis not always in a Capacity 


of Acting. 7 

2. The manifeſt Superiority of the King 
over the Two Houſes, Conſtituted him e- 
vidently the Supream Power. Coercion is 
the moſt evident Criterion thereof, Which the 
Parliament have not over the King; but the 
King can Punith them, tho? not as a Corpo- 
ration, as fingle Perſons, and Offenders, and 
can Cut them off as ſuch. Bra&on as Judge 
Jenkyns has obſerv'd, p. 3. tells us, that 
The Ning has Juriſdiction over all Perſons in 
his Kingdom, and.'a Power to Puniſh all 
Delinquents. He Pardons even in Oppoſiti- 
on to a Houſe of Lords, and Commons. He 
Conſtitutes Judges, even by his own eAutho- 
rity, to Execute the Severity of the Laws. 


Nor is even a Speaker of a Houſe of Commons 


Shelter d from their Juſtice. py 
To conclude, all that has been laid down 
in this Book has been Recogniz'd in full and 


compleat Terms, and made an Act of our 


Conſtitution upon the Reſtoration of King 


Charles; and it was Reſolv'd in full Parlia- 


ment, 


711 
ment, that no Perſons or Body of Men had 
any Coercive Power over the King, and all 
pretence of Reſiſtance difavow'd by a_So- 
lemn Oath, which I am ſure a great Part of 
the Clergy ought to Remember, their 
own Subſcriptions to the ſame, are ſtill upon 
Res 86 wh Veal 
J conclude, if any Perſon hereafter, can 
without Bluſhing, aſſert the Laws to favour 
Rebellion, he muſt have aſſurance proper on- 
ly to ſuch a ſcandalous Profeſſion. 3 
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OUR Preface to the Prefervative di- 
vides the Diſcourſe into three Parts. 
1K. The Preſent Civil Eſtablſhment. 

ts KF; 2ly, A Right in Governours to Pre- 
ſerve themſelves againſt all Ecclefi- 

aſtical Perſons. 3dly, And, Laſtly, The Vitals of 


Religion, and the Cauſe of Jeſus Chrift. 


The Firſt I ſhall concern my ſelf with no farther, 
than as you have made Excurſions from your Pur- 
poſe, and have been Monroding upon the common 
Principles of Humane Underſtanding. The Se- 
cond I ſhall briefly and particularly Examine and 
draw forth the Dark Conſequences, and Expoſe 
them to the World. As to the Third, I ſhall en- 
deavour to find, whether the Cauſe of Jeſus Chriſt 
has receiv'd any additional Confirmation and Vigour 
from this Preſervative,-pretendedly fo calPd. 
P. 15. You Challenge any Man to prove that God 
ever in Scripture Inſtituted any particular Form of 
Humane Government, except one for a Nation, 
whom I ſuppoſe to be the Jems, from * [ 
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draw theſe Obſervations. 1. That according to 
your Scheme, God in the Holy Scriptures never Inſti- 
tured any Form of Government. 2dly,, That no Form 
of Government is of Divine Appointment. 3dly, That 
altering the Form of Government is 4 Branch of the Peo- 
ples Natural Rights. 4thly, That Monarchy was a Form 


of Government diſpleaſing to God, and beſtow'd upon the 


Jews as a Puniſhment for their obſtinate and peeviſh De- 
maids. The 3d and th Obſryations flow from 
your own Words, viz. 

„ Search with your own Eyes, 8 ſee whether 
„you can poſſibly find a plain and expreſs Paſſage 


« of Scripture, in which God Inſtituted any parti- 


cc cular Form of Humane Government for any 
* Nation in the World, except one, which firſt 
e wilfully and reſolutely choſe it for themſelves, 
ec or in which he Commands all Nations either to 
cc keep firm to that one Form, or when once they 
cc have for any length of time been under Subjecti- 
Jon to a Race of Princes, that they are oblig d 


upon pain of not to put by the next 


4 in Blood. 

As to the Firſt, We ſhall kind this falſe in Fact. 
The Jewiſh Government was Divinely Inſtituted 
after their Paſſage - thro the Red Sea, and was 
moreover, purely Monarchical. The 70 Elders 
Choſen by Moſes were Subſervient to him, and he 


Communicated to the People God's Commands as a 


Vicegerent, the only difference between their Go- 


vernment, and that of their Neighbours, was; 


the peculiar Revelation of the Will of God vouch- 
ſaf d to em after Moſes's Death. God himſelf 
transfer d the Supream Command to Foſhua, after 
whoſe Death every Tribe Governd themſelves. 
But under the immediate Inſpection of God who 
rais d up all thoſe Captains, ho Deliver d 2 

rom 


*. 


11 
In 
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from their Enemies. This Theocracy was there- 
fore a Monarchical Governmennn. 

1. The Judges who occaſionally aroſe, acted as 
his Subſtitutes. Moreover, Whatever Malicious In- 
finuation you are pleas'd to put upon the Choice of 
Monarchical Government to fatisfie the Demands 
af the People; you cannot deny but that the Inſti- 
tution was from God: If he gave Kings in his An- 
ger, why did he not take them away when his An- 
ger was remov'd. The Plague, the Sword, and 
the Famine, were but ſhort liv'd Miſeries, but God 
Entaild, according to you, a long Series of Mo- 
narchical Plagues upon his People. | 

God afterwards Erected a New Government up- 
on the Diviſion of the Tribes, and Conſtituted 
Jeroboam King over Iſrael, and we Read of his fre- 
quent Interpoſition in Depoſing and Making Kings, 
both over Iſrael and Judah, which Revolutions 
cou'd not Involve the People in Rebellion, becauſe 
they were done by the Immediate Authority of the 
Supream Power of the Univerſe, But the Treaſon 
of Athaliah was of another Nature, I ſuppoſe, ſhe 
had ſome Theological Caſuiſt who wanted to be 
Baaf's High Prieſt, and perſwaded her, ſhe ought, 
for the ſake of Religion, to Imbrue her Hands in the 
Blood of a Young King. But however, this Fact 
ſtands Recorded to Poſterity as a Rebellion, I ſup- 
poſe, for ſome other Reaſon, beſides its being Un- 
fortunate. Wy 

I ſhou'd be very forry if the Biſhop of Bangor, 
ſhou'd make any farther Demand of this Nature up- 
on me for the future. I obſerve from the Second, 
you wou'd infer that no Form of Government is of 
Divine Appointment, for if no particular Form of 
Government was ever Appointed by God, he con- 


ſequently never Appointed any Government at all; 


if Government therefore is a meer Humane Inſtitu- 
| tion, 
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tion, the ſame Power that Inſtituted Government 
firſt, may Diſſolve the ſame, I cannot ſee therefore 
why a Highway-Man in the Road to Tyburn may 
not declare the Inſtitution Void, and reaſonably De- 
mand of the Sheriff to be Untied, and ſent about 
his Buſineſs. - e ee 0 FSR 
From the Third, That the Particular Form of Go- 
vernment may be chang'd by the People, and that 
they are not Tied to Subjection to a Race of Princes. 
I obfſerv'd, that you ſtruck at the Preſent Govern- 
ment, you give *em to underſtand, That if a Prince 
of Wales ſhould not give hopes to the People of proving 
a Good King when it ſhou'd come to his turn, they might 
Diſſolve the Monarchy, and turn it into a Commonwealth 
at their Pleaſure. | $15 DL 
From the Fourth, I obſery'd a moſt Contemptnous 
Expreſſion againſt Monarchy, as if it was only the 
Reſult of Divine Vengeance, ſurely for this Notion 
you was not made a Biſhop, for my Part, if what 
you fay is true, I ſhow'd add this Prayer to the Li- 
tany, from all Monarchizal Government, Good Lord de- 
liver us. | 
Lou are pleasd in the ſucceeding Page to crave 
a. very ſmall Requeſt, which ſeems not at firſt un- 
reaſonable to Grant; but the Conſequences you 
draw therefrom, I am ſure deſerves not that Cha- 
racer, becauſe from a pretended Liberty of Diſ- 
obeying Ideots and Lunaticks, you take occaſion to 
Depoſe Princes as much in their Senſes as your {lf ; 
you might know that the Actions of Ideots and Lu- 
naticks are not properly Humane or Moral, but 
Brutal; and are Conſequently no more Objects of 
Obedience or Diſobedience, than Contradictions 
are the Objects of Power. | "214 
It a King of England ſnou'd have the Misfor- 
tune to have a Son, Heir to his Crown, a Lunatick, 
or an Ideot, his Right wou'd not Revolve to the 


_ 


TT 


People. He wou'd be only in a perpetual State 0 
Infancy, and it wou'd be equally High-Treaſon to 


Murder him; as to Kill the Wiſeſt Prince in Chri- 8 


ſtendom. 
T bis Inſtance n can never oe what 


you pretend it ought to prove; becauſe, here no 
Right Devolves to the People, no Change of Go- 
vernment enſues, nor no Transferring Allegiance 
from one Family to another. 

Where an Expreſs and Unlimited Command is 
deliver'd in Scripture, no Reſtriction muſt be al- 
low'd but what is ſo Obvious and Reaſonable, that 
all Mankind ſhall agree thereto. It muſt be ſuch as 
no ill Conſequences can be drawn therefrom, no 


Depoſing Rightful Princes in their Senſes under the = 


Notion of Lunaticks and Ideots. - _ . 

You tell us the Doctrines of the Church of Eng- 
land does not oblige us to acknowlege them as 
True, becauſe they are the Doctrine of that Church, 
but as they are Conformable to. the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, to which 1 heartily and readily Subſcribe. 
But then, Can yon not deal Sincerely ? Can yon 
not frankly let us know how far the Church of 
England has Err'd in Matters of Faith? And then 
tell us why you Continue in her Communion (as 
you pretend) whether you are not.a Biſhop of this 
Erroneous Church, and have not, or will not ain 
readily Subſcribe to thoſe Errors * ? 8 

Tell me why yon will not Communicate with the 
Church of Rome, your Anſwer ſhall be, Becauſe ſhe 
impoſes Erroneous Tenets as Articles of Faith, but ac- 
cording to you, Does not the Church of England the 
ſame Why do you not leave her pretended Com- 
munion, for ſhe Inculcates the Doctrine of Paſſive - 
Obedience as an Article of Faith in the Homilies, 


ſhe preſſes it to us with Texts of een and re- 
| þ com- 
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commends a ſtrict Adherence to that Doctrine, un- 
der Pain of Damnation. | h 
But the. Sons of Latitude, (with Grief I ſpeak 
it) in theſe Days ſhall Deny what Articles of the 
Church they pleaſe, and yet ſhall graſp at her Pre- 
ferments : So far has this been carried, that oe 
who calls himſelf a Divine of the Church of Eng- 
land, enjoys a moſt conſiderable Preferment in. the 
Face of the World, has pethaps the moſt Illuſtri- 
ous Audience in this Kingdom, yet this Man recurs 
to the ſame Miſerable Subterfuge with your ſelf, 
and under the ſpecious pretence of Diſſenting from 
his own Subſcriptions in ſinaller Things, he has 
taken away the Divinity of our Bleſſed Saviour. 

I cowd not but Smile to Read your 218 Page, 
the Statutes. muſt be Mollify'd to make Way for 
the Depoſing Doctrine, nay, they ate reduc'd to by 
Laws, which may be ſet aſide by the Supream 
Power in every Man's own Breaſt ; 1 thought the 
Laws and the. Conſtitution, was ever the Pretence 
of your Party, if the King Mollifies the Laws, he 
Forfeits his Power, and Degenerates to a Slave, 
but the People have a two edg'd Sword. in their 
Hands, they can Fight the King with his own Laws, 
or with a Nee Law of theirs. | 
a 


- 4 * Py ue 


But wolf any Man argue fo meanly as your ſelf, 
with begging a Queſtion you take advantage to 
raiſe ſuch Monſtrous Concluſions as Deſtroy the ve- 
ry ſcope and end of the Laws of our Country, 
What do you mean by inſiſting upon the Univer- 
fal Law of God in this Queſtion? If our Laws 
are againſt the Univerſal Law of God ſpeak it plain- 
ly, if they are not, Why do yon plead the Univer- 
al Law of God in Oppoſition thereto ? _ IEA 
Your Notion of Self-defence has been ſtated in 
the preceeding Book, you have carry'd it by this 
time to no contemtible 8 tis ad vanꝰ d _— 
: | | all 
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all Zarthly Laws, and Sanctify'd as the Univerſal 
Law of God, by this time, it may ſhake Hands with 
Mr. Hobbs; for Jam ſire, this Conſequence follows, 
That no Laws of a Country can take away from - 
Men that Right of a Self-defence, and all Executi- 
ons are mere Acts of Hoſtility. | 

But the Paragraph cloſes with a very bold Af 
ſertion, and introduc'd with ſuch an air of Aſſu- 
rance as tho” all Men had agreed thereto : You tell 
us an Ideot Ceaſes from all Right to the Perſonal 
Allegiance of his Subjects: I am fure, no Judge in 
this Kingdom will tell you this 1s Law. I cannot 
tell you what may come to paſs if he ſhow'd be a 
Popiſh Ideot, but with a Proteſtant Ideot Lam ſure 
it will not hold. | LE. —_— 
Well, but you are very confident a Popiſh Prince 
is worſe than an Ideot, or a direct Madman, I fup- 
poſe you Reſtrain this Aſſertion to ſome bounds, it 
muſt be provided that he is a King over a Prote- 
ſtant People, otherwiſe, he may be as Sedate, Wiſe, 
and Merciful, as another Man; a King of Spain 
may be as well Belov'd by his Subjects, and in as 
fair a way of making them an Happy People, as a 
King of England here, tho' a Proteſtant : But if he 
thou'd be 1ranſplanted to a Proteſtant Country, E 
mou'd not at al] wonder if he Commences a Luna- 
tick, but whether it may be his, or the Peoples Fault 
let the World Judge. en | 

Antipathy I confeſs will Work ſtrange Convulſi- 
ons in Nature, which may perhaps, give an Ac- 
count of this wonderful Diſorder in the Politick 
Capacity of a Popiſh Monarch. ” 5 
I beg the fayour to Propoſe one Qzere, Whether 
a Proteſtant Prince, placd over a Popiſh People, 
does not. Commence 4 Lunatick or a Madman, but 
this is a Dangerous Quere, it affects ſome People ve- 
Ty nearly, ; 
I am 
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am very ſorry to find p. 25. That King James 
Commenc'd a Lunatick, or an Idecot in England, the 
poor Unfortunate Prince Shin'd with a better Cha- 
rater Abroad, I am ſure ?tis Barbarous to Diſturb 
the Aſhes of that Monarch, and *tis Cowardly, be- . 
cauſe, you know, he can't be Defended without 
making ſome Reflections at this time not proper. : 

But with him you are pleasd to fix a Charge, 
intirely Groundleſs, upon Seven Biſhops now with 
God. Nay, altho' they are Dead, I can bring ma- 
nifeſt Proofs of the Falſity of their ſetting their 
Hands to the Invitation of the Prinoe of Orange. 

Has the Government no better Ad vocate than 
your ſelf? Can you build an Hypotheſes upon no 
other Foundation than imagin'd Lunacy ? I con- 
clude, that never was a more weak and trifing one 
Inſiſted upon in this World; for in Reſtrainiug an 
ldeot, you do not Reſtrain his Will, becauſe he 
has none, and therefore,” what he does cannot be 
the Object of Law; a King Impriſon'd by his Ene- 
mies cannot be Oblig'd by their Force and Threats 
to Conceſſions prejudicial to his Juſt Right; becauſe 
what he does 1s not the Effet of his Will, but *tis 
the Action of another by the Mediation of his Or- 
gans, ſo Lunacy is a Reſtraint upon the Under- 
ſtanding, the Will is bound and fetter'd by unapt 
Organs, and all the Childiſh freaks he performs are 
not properly his own, becauſe they are not the 
Effects of his Will; I muſt therefore obſerve, you 
have laid down a wrong Poſition upon which you 
Build your ridiculous Hypotheſes. 
If a Parliament is incompaſs'd with Guards and 
Armies, Can the Votes extorted from them be 
look'd upon and obey'd as the Real Votes of the 
Houſe, by no means; they are not the Votes of the 
Houſe, but the Votes of the Army. : 

: AN 2 This 
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This is all I ſhall urge from your Firſt Part, as 
to the Second, I ſhall not enter upon the Merits 
of the Schiſm ; I ſhall be perfectly Neuter in that 
Caſe, and only let the World ſee the tendency of 
waatyon bave advancd.. _. 5: 5- 

P. 33. Yau tell us, © Whatever Power or Au- 
e thority is Conferr'd upon Biſhops by Spiritual 

cc Perſons at their Conſecration, yet the Right of 
_« Executing or Exerciſing this in their particular 
ce Dioceſs, ariſeth originally from the Nomination 
< of the King. Nomination is Veſted in the Crown 


c by the Laws, and is ultimately Reſolv'd in the Su- 


«.pream Authority of the Nation "The 
« Right to Execute the Epiſcopal Office in a parti- 
&« cnlar Dioceſs, coming in our Conſtitution from 
ce the Civil Power, may be taken away upon great 
< Occaſions by the ſame Supream Power, , -. 
From hence I obſerFd,. i +... 

1K. That according to your Hypotheſes, the 
Conſecration of a Biſhop Inveſts him with no Au- 
thority to Preach the Goſpel; and that the Conſent 
of the King is Eſſentially Neceſlary thereto, and as 
the King is the Repreſentative of the People, and 


all Men are by Nature equal, the Preaching the 


Goſpel can be no Anthoritative Act in it ſelf, but 
as it is derivd from every Individual, ſo that eve- 
ry Man has Originally the Power of Preaching the 
Goſpel, of Exerciſing the Epiſcopal Character in 
himſelf, becauſe from him alone they are deriy'd. 


Conſequently the Primitive Clergy were Uſarpers, 


they Invaded a ' Juriſdiction which did not belong 
to them, and were Worthily Perſecuted for the 
fame by the Roman Emperours. Martin Luther, 
John Calvin, and all the Foreign Reformers came 
under the fame Denomination, in aſſuming any 
Clerical Powers againſt the Conſent of the Civil 


Governours. Ring James's High Commiſſion Court 


Can 


LE 


can after this, be no longer call'd in Queſtion : Both 
the Biſhop of London and Dr. Sharp were Juſtly, and 
Worthily Suſpended. | __ | 
Ihe Reformation in Edward the Sixth's Days 
was Legal and Eyangelical, -and the overthrowing 
that Reformation in Queen Marys Reign was the 
ſame. 5 W 
But give me leave to tell you, Sir, you drew Ar- 
bitrary Conſequences from the King's Nomination, 
which was no more than a Concordate hetwcen 
the Church and the State, in conſideration of the 
Temporalities ; but to urge that this Confers Pow- 
er, is to ſay, that a Lay Patron when he Preſents a 
Perſon to a Living, gives him a Power to Preach 
the Goſpel, Adminiſter the Sacraments, in that 
Pariſh ; which is evidently falſe, becauſe the Pre- 
ſentation is of no Value without the Inſtitution. of 
the Biſhop ; otherwiſe à Lay Patron may as well 
Transfer thoſe Powers to a Laick, or Preach him- 
ſelf, as give them to a Clergyman. But let me 
know, my Lord, if without the Conſecration, a 
King can give to any Perſon Authority to Exerciſe 
the Epiſcopal Powers, if he can, he makes Biſho 
by Authority deriv'd from his Maſters, the People; 
if he cannot, the Conſecration gives ſomewhat to 
a Biſhop whicn the Prince cannot take away, accor- 
ding to your own Hypotheſes. | | 
 Idehreyou to turn your Eye over ſome of your 
former Treatiſes in behalf of the Rights of Epiſ- 
dopacy, in your Defence of Epiſcopal Ordination, 
© 3. F. 2. P. 30. (4) I find that Biſhops have loſt 
5 | | | ground 
(a) The Apoſtles did indeed, in the Caſe of an Office, which 
they thought too different from the main end of their Apo- 
ſtleſlip for themſelves to attend to, put it upon the People to 


= 


Nominate the Perſons whom they thought proper to be Dea- 


cons, but in the firſt place it doth not appear that they ac- 


counted this any Privilege of the People. Brief Defence of Epiſ 
opal Ordinat. c. 3. S. 2. p. 190. 5 | 
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ground ſince that Book was publiſh'd, and your 
appealing to the Laws of the Land, when the Con- 
troverſy is about a Divine Right, is ad vancing the 
Laws of the Land, above the Laws of God. But J 
hope in a ſhort time the Engliſh Conſtitution will be 
clear d from ſuch a foul Sacrilege; your Appeal to 
the Laws of the Land, againſt the Rights of the 
Church, will be found as Groundleſs, as your Ap- 
peals to the Laws againſt the True Conſtitution in 
the State. 
In the ſucceeding Paragraph a manifeſt falſehood 
appear d, which 1 was Aſtoniſh'd at to find drop- 
ping from the Pen of one who calls himſelf a 
Bifhop, viz. That rhe Biſhops had upon their bended 
Knees acknowledg'd they held their Biſhopricks and Poſ- 
ſeſſions of the ſame, as well Temporalities as Spirituali- 
ties of the King's Majeſty ; whereas in all the Oaths 
of Homage that I have Read, the Temporalities 
are expreſly mention'd without the Spirituali- 
ties. 1 | | 

Your next point, and indeed it is a grand one, is 
to prove from the Nature and Extent of the Pow- 
er of Self-defence, that the State may deprive Bi- 
ſhops, but the Argument I take to be Naught, and 
to have the worſt Conſequences attending it. 

I ſhall readily grant with you p. 44. That the 
Goſpel has not Abridg'd the State of thoſe Pow- 
ers which are Effentially neceſſary to the Preſer- 
vation of Society, and which ' belong'd to the 
State before Chriſtianity appear'd in the World. 
But Chriſtian Society is an Inſtitution which 
does not interfere with the State. This was De- 
monſtrated in the Elements of Policy, its End, 1ts 
Rewards and Puniſhments were intirely different, 
and when the Spiritual Governour moves beyond 
his Sphere, and incroaches upon the State, our 
Religion does not protect him from Civil Puniſh- 
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ments. Therefore Civil Society by what a Biſhop 
can do in his proper Station, is no more affected, 
than the Affairs of our Earth are affected by the 
Tranſactions in the World of the Moon. 

Your Caſe of Praying for the Deſtruction of a 
Government by what has been laid down, is eaſily 
anſwerd, mixing Civil Affairs in our Prayers of In- 
terceſſion, and Thankſpiving, is ſo far a Civil Ao 
as It affects the Fortune or Life of my Neighbour, be- 
cauſe *tis the part of the Civil Magiſtrate to defend 
both from Damage; if therefore a Prieſt prays for 
the Deſtruction of a Lawful Monarch, the Soye- 
reign may Puniſh him for the ſame, but not with 


£5 
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Spiritual, but Carnal Weapons, he. may diveſt him 


of his Temporalities, and if he pleaſes, put him to 
Death. But I cannot ſee how he can Diſſolve du- 


ring his Life the relation between his Flock and 


him. This Civil Power, as it extends to deprivati- 
on of Life, is. ſurely ſufficient to anſwer all the ends 
of Self-preſervation, without incroaching upon 
Spiritual Authority. The Magiſtrate, I in my Con- 
ſcience believe cannot diſſolve the Contract between 


a2 Man and his Wife, tho he may. Hang the Man 


for Treaſon, or. other Crunes committed- againſt 
the State. E e 45 

But praying for the Deſtruction of a Lawful Go- 
vernment, I may be bold to ſay, was not the Caſe 
of the Nonjurors at the Revolution, becauſe they 
mention'd no Names; they prayid for the King, 
and altho? their Opinions differ d in relation to the 
Perſon, they deſir'd their Prayers ſhou'd tend to the 
Benefit of none but the Lawful King whoſoever he 


might be. This we may preſume from their known 


Characters, which their worſt Enemies who have 
any ſenſe of Truth will beſtow upon them for Piet 
and Sincerity. > „ 5 
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If we conſider the State of the Roman Empire 
before Conſtantine, Uſurpers frequently. broke into 
their Duty to their Prince, and caus'd themſelves to 
be proclaim'd Emperors. The Primitive Chriſti- 
ans, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe continud praying 
after their old Way for the Emperor, without 
mentjoning his Name, which in thoſe times was 
never done. Did Albinus, or Nigrinus, put the 
Chriſtians to Death, or deprive them of their Bi- 
ſhopricks, for praying for the Deſtruction of the 
Government, becauſe they did not mention Albinus, 
J mar raya  . 

Your Compariſon of Great, or Leſs, adapted to 
things of a different Species, is a New Logick to 
me ; an Horſe may be ſmall, in compariſon with 
an Elephant, but he may be a large Creature, com- 
par'd with another of the ſame Speices : Depriva- 
tion and putting to Death are diſtin& powers, and 
not compatible with the ſame Perſons conſider'd in 
one Capacity, and therefore they cannot be com- 

ar'd together as greater or leſs, neither can one be 
——U—Uö—Uä—!. — f ß 

I can meet a Biſhop upon the Highway, and 
Knock out his Brains; the deprivation, as conſe- 

quentially follows, as if the Civil Magiſtrate ſavd 
me the Labour by doing it himſelf : But will you 
ſay that any ſingle Perſon can diveſt a Biſhop of his 
Epiſcopal Character, or that an Highwayman in- 
ſtead of Shooting him thro' the Head, may deprive 
bim of his Sacred Titles, and reduce him to the 
ſtate of a Layman? H this be the Caſe, I beg of you 
to Travel with a ſtrong Guarda. 
Lou tell us a Right to Impriſon (p. 51.) includes 
Deprivation, from whence I conclude :- The Seven 
Biſhops were effectually depriv'd by King James, 
when they were ſent to the Tower, and that a Biſhop 
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is eſtectually deprivd when he is laid up with 
the GG „ Oy . 
Abiathar will not reach your Caſe in the leaſt, 
for theſe Reaſons, the Center of Unity in the Jewiſh 
Chnrch was not Perſonal, but Local, and was con- 
find to the Temple at Jeruſalem ;, therefore, no 
Schiſm cou'd follow from Abiathar's Puniſhment. 
24ly, I cannot find that Ahiathar incurd any other 
Penalty than Baniſhment, which conſequently pre- 


vented his performing the Prieſtly Office, which 


cou'd be done no where but at Jeruſalem; you may 
as well argue, that if the Agyptians, or any publick 
Enemy of the Fews, had taken Abiathar Priſoner, 
and carried him into another Country. That they 
had a power of depriving him. 3dly, As Abiathar's 
Life was forfeited by Treaſon, Abiathar, for ought 
we know, might Compound to relinquiſh his Prieſt- 
hood to fave his Life. 
- Deprivation Is, 5 | 
it can no more be ſaid to be included in the Act of 
Baniſhment of Death, than a Man can hold a Spirit 
in his Arms. The effects of it are Inviſible, the 
Spirit leaves the. Perſon deprivd, and the ſecret 
and ineffable Workings of God's Grace. peculiar to 
his Prieſtly Character deſert him. But does this 
conſequentially follow from Baniſhment ? If the 
Authority is deriv'd from God, none but God can 
take that Authority away, and the Chriſtian Prieit- 
hood is ſo contriv'd, that diſtance of place does not 
prevent the Influence of its power. , _—- 

[ was therefore much ſcandaliz'd at this No- 
tion, becauſe it brings the Argument to this Di- 
lemma, either the Epiſcopal Powers are not derivd 
immediately from God, or the Civil Magiſtrate can 
Suſpend a Divine Inſtitution by a Superiour Power 
of his own, : 4 BA 3 
N 8 1 wow 


ood Sir, a pure Spiritual Act, 


[1997]; 


You are pleasd to mention St. Chriſoſtom, but in 
ſuch a contradictory and abſurd a manner, that 1 
am very ſorry that Primitive Confeſſor's Sacred 
Memory ſhow'd be ſo tarniſh'd ; you ſeem not to like 
the Parallel, and you ſtill beg the Queſtion, in ſup- 
poſing that if St. Chriſoſtom had been deſervedly ba- 
niſhed, his See muſt have been vacant. But how- 
ever you tell us, *tis nothing to the purpoſe, unleſs 
St. Chriſoſtom had been a profeſsd Enemy to the 
State. But you add one Circumſtance which would 
indeed have made his See yacant ; if he had denyed 
Communion to all who would not joyn with him 
againſt the Emperor. „ | 

But however from St. Chriſoſtom's Caſe we gather 
particulars not over favourable to your Scheme; 
the Baniſhment was not look'd upon as including de- 
privation, his Flock adherd to him to his Death, 
and would not own his pretended Succeſſour, which 
I think is ſufficient to my purpoſe to overthrow your 
Hypotheſes. | 5 

Voudiſcover more Heat than Candour in your 53d 
Page. You ſay ſome men claim more Power under 
this umbrage of the Invalidity of Lay-Deprivations 
than Chriſt ever claimed; I profeſs I cannot find 
that any earthly Power could depoſe him from his 
everlaſting Prieſthood, altho* they cou'd put him to 
Death. But this is, you ſay, an enormous Claim, 
and full of Blaſphemies, but Blaſphemy againſt whom 
is {till a Secret, I heartily wiſh ſome ſucceeding Pa- 
ragraphs give not more occaſion to complain of 
Blaſphemy than the Notion of the Invalidity of 
Lay-Deprivations; Blaſphemy I do aſſure you, Sir, is 
a very hard Charge, and ought to have ſome better 
Foundation than a meer aſſertion. | . 
Fou plead admirably well in Defence of Pagan Supre- 

macy, in your 53 and 54 Pages, and you adhere very 

ſtrictly to your notion of Deprivation, being inclu- 

ded in putting to Death; but, I beg the fayour to 
VV ask 


(91 ] 
ask whether the Majeſtrate has a Right barely to de- 
prive a Biſhop of his Office, without baniſhing or 
putting him to Death; if not, the Deprivation by 
puting him to Death is accidental, and not the effect 
of any Right, or you begin at the tail of the Queſtion. 

But let the worſt come to the worſt, I have ex- 
trated one Concluſion from this Paragraph, of no 
Trivial Conſequence. | $ N - 

A Pagan Prince without the Imputation of Being 
an Ideot or a Lunatick, might be a Governour over 
a Chriſtian People ; but a Papiſt cannot be a Gover- 
nour over a Proteſtant one, from whence I conclude, 
The Devil is more in Popery than in Paganiſm, for 
a Pagan Prince is ſo far from being incapacitated to 
govern Chriſtians, that he can warrantably deprive 
a Biſhop who ſhould inſiſt upon ſuch an Incapacity. 


1 have one Quere to ask, Whether the Grand 


Seigniour is a Lunatick or no? El 

I hope, Sir, you will not be Affronted at this Im- 
portant Quere. 1. The Grand Seigniour has often 
extended his Conqueſts over the Proteſtant Churches 
in Tranſilvania and Hungary; I wou'd willingly know 
whether he was Capacitated to be their Governour 
or no. | | 

By this time, after having admirably well prov'd, 
that all Princes, but Popiſh ones, have a Right to 
Preſerve themſelves by what Means they think fir. 
The Cauſe of Jeſus Chriſt is next to be Defended 
after a manner peculiar to your ſelf. 

It begins p. 72. At the very Root of all Spiri- 


tual Authority we are told, that the Benefit of 
God's Appointments does not depend upon a regu- 


lar, uninterrupted, Succeſſion of Rightful Biſhops, 
which was never yet kept up in Fact. By the Di- 
vine Appointments, you muſt mean the Sacraments, 
and all thoſe Miniſterial Functions that reſpe& the 
Laity, from whence I obſery'd, that as Succeſſion is 

5 „ RY only 
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only a regular Derivation of Power, the per- 
formance of all the Miniſterial Functions might be 
allum'd by any Perſon, Epiſcopal Succeſſion is no 
more than transfering thoſe Powers which Biſhops 
enjoy'd themſelves to others. But if thoſe who are 
not Biſhops can transfer ſuch Powers, they are com- 
mon, and may be aſſum'd at pleaſure, therefore, 
any Layman may preach the Goſpel, adminiſter the 
Sacraments, offer Prayers in a publick Congregati- 
on; for if the Benefit of thoſe Appointments do 
not depend upon Epiſcopal Ordination; they are 
Valid if perform'd by one who has not that Ordina- 
tion; therefore all Diſſenters in England regularly and 
duly Adminiſter the Sacraments, their not being in 
Communion with Right Biſhops, by your own Con- 
feſſion does not deſtroy the Title to God's Favour. 
A Biſhop at his Conſecration receives no more 
Power than he had before, thus we may eaſily come 
at the Lay Deprivation, for if. a Prince takes away 
the Temporalities from a Biſhop, he takes away all. 
I heartily Congratulate your Care and Induſt ry, 
to remove one Diffculty, in order to bring us more 
nearly to the proſpect of Olivers Days. You have 
taken away the Intolerable Load of Prelacy, this is 
the firſt Blow you ſtrike for the Vitals of Religion, 
and the Cauſe of Jeſus Chriſt. = 
But however you was not of this Opinion in your 
Defence of Epiſcopal Ordination, c. I. §. I. (b) 4 | 
e I WI 


n — 


(% Firſt, Biſhops have a long and immemorial Poſſeſſion of 
the Power of Ordination to plead for themſelves, and with 
this the Confeſſion of the greateſt Patrons of the Presbyteri- 
an Cauſe, that ſuch a-Confinement of this Power to them is in 
it ſelf Lawful ; the moſt Learned of them have never been 
able to produce any poſitive Proof of any time in the Chriſti- 
an Church ſince the Apoſtles Days, when it was eſteem'd the 
Office of every Miniſter of the Goſpel to Ordain others to the 
Miniſtry, or when this Office was not -acknowleg'd by all who 
ſpeak any thing of it to belong to fingle Perſons, Superior to 
che ordinary Presbyter, Def. of Epiſcopal Ordinat, c. 1. F. 2. 


[ 93 ] 


I wiſh you wou'd give us ſome grounds to believe 


that an uninterrupted Succeſſion of Biſhops has not 


been kept up with us from the. Apoſtles Days, I 
know of no Sham Conſecrations, except the Wal- 
denſes and Bohemians, who, I believe, never found 
much Credit. Wt 


Whatever therefore you urge againſt an unin- 


terrupted Succeſſion, p. 78. is of no Force, for 
Lay Baptiſms, and Forg'd Pretences to Ordina- 
tion cowd not effect the Biſhops, their Conſecrati- 
ons were always Publick, and guarded with ſo much 
Care, that Idefie you to prove even the poſſibility 
of ſuch a Cheat. | | 

Well, but you tell us, p. 80. That ſuch Princi- 
ples will. not bring the Reformation off clear, 
which ſhews how little you underſtand *em : You 
might be ſenſible their conſtant and avow'd Princi- 
ples were, that if a Chriſtian Biſhop, or the Majo- 
rity of the Epiſcopal College, ſhou'd impoſe unlaw- 
ful Terms of Communion, they cou'd be no longer 
Biſhops of the Catholick Church, becauſe they were 
Members of a Communion inconſiſtent with that 
Church, and it becomes from that time the Duty of 
every particular 'to ſeperate from 'em : Upon this 
Foundation the Reformation in England is, and ever 
will be juſtifiable. 
But however the Majority of the Epiſcopal Col- 
lege in Edward the 6th's Reign was by far on our 
ſide, the few who ſtood out were depriv'd of their 
Temporalities by a Commiſſion, but of True Spiri- 
tualities they cou'd not be depriv'd, becauſe the 
Spiritual Relation between them and their Flock 
was Cancelbd by their being Papiſts; as for Queen 


Elizabeth, ſhe only Reſtor'd the remainder of the 


Epiſcopal College, deprivd by Queen Mary, upon 
whom the Lay deprivation ought to be more tru- 
ly fix'd. "0 
| You 
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in their Conceſſions to Papiſts than to Proteſtants, 


[94] 


You never heard that the Popiſh Church in Eng- 


land or Ireland was Condemn'd by the Nonjurors, 


as no Church, but you might, that thoſe Churches 
were ever Condemn'd as Schiſmatical, becauſe they 
were the cauſe of breach of Communion, the Non- 
jurors therefore, if I be not miſinform'd, put 
them upon the ſame foot with the reſt. | 

wonder therefore, that a Perſon of your Saga- 
city ſhow'd inſiſt upon ſuch Quibbles, Turnings, and 
Windings, from the true State of the Queſtion; 


you urge againſt us the the Popiſh Anti-Biſhops 


whom we are ſo far from Defending, that we Re- 
je& 'em as Schiſmaticks, by Rejecting their Com- 
munion, becauſe the Catholick Church can eonſiſt 
but of one Communion, and if one Party is in the 
true Catholick Communion, the other cannot be in 
the ſame ; neither do we derive the Validity of our 
Ordinances from the Papiſts as ſuch, but from their 
having a Commiſſion from Chriſt, how much ſoever 

it has been abus'd, and drawn in, to favour Spiri- 
tual Rebellion; therefore I will be bold to ſay, in 
the behalf of the Nonjurors (tho? I do not deſign to 
Intereſt my ſelf in their Diſputes at this time.) If the 
Schiſm ſhou'd ever be head by the Condeſcention of 
the Biſhops in Poſſeſſion, they wou'd be receiv'd by 


thoſe Nonjurors, with open Arms, as Biſhops, and be 
Confirm'd as ſuch in their Reſpective Dioceſſes, with 


out any New Conſecration; but if a Conge de Lire 
ſhou'd be Directed to a Dean and Chapter to Chooſe 
a Lay Perſon, and Inveſt him with pretended Epiſ- 
copal Powers; ſuch a Perſon, if the Schifm was 
head, wou'd be never Acknowleg'd by them as a 


Biſhop, or Confirm'd as ſuch; I uſe this as an Ar- 


. to you, to prove you have not done that 
Party Juſtice in Repreſenting them more bountiful 


for 


[ 95 J 
for *tis my Opinion, they give to both Quarter alike; 
who are not of their Church. „„ 

To ſtate their Notions more plainly, in order to 
obviate your Scheme ; it we ſuppoſe the Iſland of 
Sicily to have a Set of Popiſh Biſhops, with a ſucceſ- 
five Impoſition of Hands from the Apoſtles, if thoſe 
Biſhops ſhould come to a ſenſe of their Errours, and 
_ caſt off the Superſtitions of Popery, and at the ſame 
time; not refuſe Commynion with any Branch of 
the Catholick and undefifd Church, they would 
from that time Commence true Catholick Chriſtians 
and Biſhops, of the ſame Catholick Church ; but 
no Commiſion. for that purpoſe can be good, with- 
out a Succeſſive Impoſition of Hands from the Apo- 
ſtles, becauſe all Epiſcopal Powers are deriv'd from 
them alone; if therefore Martin Luther ſhou'd have 


call'd himſelf a Biſhop, he wou'd have been as far 


from being really ſo, as an Uſurper wou'd he from 
a Lawful King. 5 

 Vpon ſuch a Succeſſion our Reformation is Built, 
which has been Preſervd like a Jewel in a Dung- 
hill, Safe, thro all the Corruptions and Filth of Pope- 
ry: And'tis like a Commiſſion from a Prince which 
xetains its Reputation and Vigour, altho' it has been 
Ravi by Rebels, and Abus'd beyond the purpoſe 
theraok,' 75 | 


You ask a Material Queſtion, p. 84. viz. If falſe | 


Doctrines juſtifie a Separation from a Regular Suc- 
ceſſion of Biſhops. Who js the Judge of theſe falſe 
Doſtrings ? [5 8 ; 

I Anſwer, That in plain and evident Points, a 


private Conſcience is Judge; but in diſputed and 


undetermin'd Points, a private Judgment takes no 
place; but the Reſolution of the Church muſt be 

expected. 5 f 
If a Prince Commands me to break the 5th Com- 
mandment, my private Conſcience Commands me 
0 to 


\ 
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to Diſobey him, but this does not give me a Power 
to draw to my Deciſion, Queſtions foreign in their 
Nature to an expreſs moral Command. 

The perſuaſion of an erroneous Conſcience has 
no place in this Diſpute between you and my ſelf - 
for the Conſcience cannot be deceived in. plain 
Morality, and if the mind of Man will pry into 
dubious Queſtions, it can be no more juſtifiable or 
valid, than if a Civilian ſnould arrogate to himſelf a 
Branch of Judicature in the common Law of Eng- 
T | C 

Vour 86 and 87 Pages ſpeak their Author to be a 
true Son of Latitude, you plead therein as much for 
Fudaiſm and Mahometaniſm as for Chriſtianity; you 
make every Man's Conſcience to be ſtandard in 
all caſes, for if the Conſcience can never be ſo far 
wrong as to make a Man incapable of being juſtified 
by aify Determination thereof; I. cannot tell but 
there may be found conſcientious Jews, and Conſci- 
entious Mahometans, and for ought I know to the 
_ contrary, conſcientious Hotentots : But if all Reli- 
gions are reduc'd to this level, farwel all Religious 
Conteſts. The Nonjuring end the publick Churches 
are both Right, if well meaning honeſt Perſons can 
be Bund therein.” - -- „ 

Lou may endeavour to fling this off as the reſult 
of the Nonjuring Principles, but *tis purely your 
own, for if you deny all Church Authority, ſuch 
Conſequences infallibly flow. Your 88th Page opens 
the Scene, and you tell the Laity in plain terms, 
that the firſt Reformers, ſcorn'd to inſiſt upon ſuch 
Trifles as a regular ſucceſſion of Clergy, (which by 
the by, is an utter Falſnood;) They reformed upon 
a perſuaſion in their own Minds of the neceſſity of 
departing from the Papiſt, and yet this very Notion - 
you call an unchurching one in the preceding Para- 
graph, this unchurching Principle you have carried 

| on 


on any ſet of Men, a ſet of Clergy is ſo 


[99] 

on to a compleat height in your 89 Page, we cannot 
without renouncing Chriſtianity expect Gods Graces, 
Benedictions, or Abſolutions from any Hands but his 
own, nor can we put the eternal Happineſs of Man- 
kind in their agreeing on external Communion with 
any one particular ſet of. Clergy without affronting 


Altho' I have not declar'd my ſelf of any parti- 
cular Communion hitherto, I do aſſure you, I am 


as one upon a worſe occaſion ſaid before me, a Chri- 


ſtian; and I muſt at the ſame time aſſure you I 
cou'd forgive the laſt cited Paragraph from a Jew, a 
Turk, an Indian, Brachman, to come nearer, a Toland, 
a Collins, or any one but a Chriſtian Biſhop, under 
the fair pretence of aſſerting the Vitals of Religi- 
on, and the Cauſe of Jeſus Chriſt, Horeſco Referee. 


no, you have, as far as lay in your Power, made the 


Chriſtian Religion a mere Impoſtute, you have 
made the Church of England only« the Youngeſt. 


| DE of Deluſion, and the Nurſery of Prieſt- 
ca =. | 


> oy" 4 
| ar unne- 
ceſſary, that Salvation may be as compleatly ob- 
taind without them; Preaching is the only part of 
their Office which can be uſeful to Mankind, and 
that no farther than as it harangues the People into 
a Conſideration of Religion | 
Adminiſtring the Sacraments is a mete inſignifi- | 
cant Operitiofiz they are no terms of Salvation, 
and confer o Grace. The Biſhops have no Power 
of Benedictions, conſequently when they Bleſs the 
People they Lye in their Hearts, becauſe they have 
no Power . 185 5 5 
But then, Sir, you ate inexcuſable in not Re- 


For if the terms of Salvation do not d 


4 


nouncing a Character which has entaiPd upon you 


ſich pretended Powers; you was ſent fofth 9 | 
| > | ou 


"WI 
you was Ordain'd Prieſt with a Power of Forgiving 
and Retaining Sins, and Aſſerting ſich Power is. 
as you ſay Renouncing Chriſtianity, you have al- 
ready Renounc'd it in Form, by receiving Orders 
in that Church, which in the Service for the Sick 
has repeated the Power of Abſolution in as ſtrong 
ende. 
Our Lord jeſus Chriſt who hath left Power to 
© his Church to Abſolve all Sinners who truly Re- 
pent and Believe in him, of his Great Mercy for- 
* give thee thine Offences, and by his Authority 
* committed to me I Abſolve thee from all thy 
Sins; in the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt : There the Abſo- 
lute and Authoritative Act of the Prieſt is fully and 
compleatly expreſs'd, nor can I give a better Com- 
ment thereon than Mr. Chillingworth's, a Man of as 
Candid, Free, Impartial Thought as ever liv'd. 
Can any be fo unreaſonable as once to ima- 
gine with himſelf that when our Saviour after 
his Reſurrection, having receiv'd, as himſelf faith, 
all Power, both in Heaven and Earth, having led 
Captivity Captive, and came then to beltow 
Gifts upon Men, when he, I fay, in ſuch a So- 
lemn manner, having firſt Breath'd upon his Diſci- 
Ples; thereby Conveying and Inſinuating the Holy 
Ghoſt into their Hearts, Renew'd unto them, or 
rather Confirn'd unto them and Sead that Glorious 
Commiſſion which beföre he had given to Peter; 
ſuſtaining as it were the Perſon of the whole 
Church, whereby he delegated to them an Au- 
thority of Binding and Looſing Sins upon Earth, 
with a Promiſe that the Proceedings in the Court 
of Heaven ſhou'd be Regulated by theirs on 
Earth; can any Man, I ſay, think ſo unworthy 
of our Saviour as to eſteem thoſe Words of his 
no better than Complement, for Court Holy Wa- | 
. Ze 
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© ter. Yet fo Impudent have our Adverſaries of 
© Rome been in their Dealings with us, that they have 
dard to lay to. our Charge, as if we had ſo mean 
a Conceit of the Gift of our Saviour's Keys, tak- 
ing Advantage indeed from the unwary practice 
of ſome Divines, Who, ont of too forward Zeal 
againſt the Church of Rome, have bended the Staff 
too much the contrary way, and inſtead of taking 
away the Intolerable Burden of Sacramental, Uni- 
verſa] neceſſary Confeſſions have ſeem'd to void 
and fruſtrate all the Uſe and Exerciſe of the Keys. 
Serm. I. p. 100. „ | 

© Matters again ſtanding as you ſee they do, ſince 
© Chriſt for our Benefit and Comfort, hath given 

* ſuch Authority to his Miniſters, upon your un- 
_ © feignd Repentance and Contrition to Abſolve and 
Releaſe you from your Sins, Why ſhou'd I doubt 
or be unwilling to Exhort and Perſwade you to 
make the Advantage of this Gracious Promiſe of 
our Saviour's? Why ſhoud 1 envy you the par- 
ticipation of ſo Heavenly a Blefſiing ? Truly if I 
ſhou'd deal thus with you, I ſhowd prove my ſelf 
© a Malicious; Unchriſt ian, and Malignant Preacher, 
© I ſhou'd Wickedly and Unjuſtly, againſt my own 
© Conſcience, ſeek to Defraud you of thoſe Glori- 
© ous Bleſſings which our Saviour hath intended for 

He cloſes up afterwards. thus. uk 

© You ſee I have dealt honeſtly and freely with 
© you, it may be more freely than I ſhall be thank'd 
© for. But I ſhowd have Sinn'd againſt my own Soul, 
© if I had done otherwiſe, I ſhowd have Confpird 
with our Adverſaries of Rome againſt our own 
© Church, in affording them ſuch an Advantage 
© to Blaſpheme our moſt Holy and UndefiPd Re- 
© ligion. bb. e hrs 
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Il have taken Pains to Recite ſo much from 
Mr. Chillingworth, becauſe I cou'd not find a Word 
that cou'd be ſpar d; I conclude, as tis to no purpoſe 
to cite a multitude of Reformers, becauſe the Com- 


pinion, by whom 
it was Compil'd: You have nothing to plead in 
your behalf, but to find a tolerable Explanation of 
our Bleſſed Saviour's Commiſſion to forgive Sins 
contrary to ours, and conſequently, condemn the 
Church of England, or condemn Chriſtianity, but 
give me leave, Sir, to Explain what a Scandalous 
Blot you caſt upon the Church of England in Rela- 
tion to this Charge. | 
She ſends forth Prieſts with Counterfeit Com- 
miſſions to Preach Pardon and Peace in an Autho- 
ritative Manner, in a Caſe in which ſhe has no Au- 
thority ; ſhe ſends her Sick out of the World with 
ſtrong and lying Deluſions, and makes the poor ex- 
piring Wretches at their laſt Gaſp give their Aſſent 
to the mockery of. God, and the moſt ſcandalous 
Forgery that ever was, either this Brand is indeli- 
ble, or you have been guilty of as great a Crime 
in traducing that Church, endeavouring to vacate 
or invalidate a Commiſſion deriv'd from Chriſt, and 
perſwading Dying Men, to depart without that 
Viaticum, by which alone they can be Say'd. 
How many Prieſts does the former Notion Damn? 
And how many Laity the latter ? 5 
Vour next Attack, p. 91. is upon Benedictions, 
which you of are direct Blaſphemies; but you in- 
tirely miſrepreſent the Queſtion, and then lay a- 
bout you with all your fury, to beat down your own 
Shadow, you repreſent as tho? the Prieſt or Biſhop 
pretended to ſuch an Abſolute Power of Bleſſing, 
that he put it out of God's Power to reverſe the 
Sentence, whereas J will be ſo confident as to ſay, 
that no ſet of Men upon Earth do, or ever did, 
A Pre- 
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[ 102 ] | 
pretend to ſuch. Power. But you make Abſolutions 


and Benedictions to be upon the ſame foot. They 
are, in your Opinion, aſſuming an incontrolable Pow- 


er oyer God, and Robbing him of his own; where- 


as all that ever was pretended in that Caſe, was no 
more; than that God wou d ratifie the juſt and equal 


Sentences of his Prieſts upon Earth, as a Superiour 


Court expects the Determination of an Inferiour 


one, before it will give a deciſive Decree, ſo Heaven 


expects the ſame from Below: What occaſion is 


there for the Infallibility of the Prieſt. God may 


ſee the Hearts of both the Prieſt and the People, 
and may be more willing to ſhed his Bleſſing upon 
them, by the Interceſſion of the Prieſt, than any 
other; for what ever mean Opinions haye crept in- 
to the World of the Prieſthood, they were ever 
look'd upon as the peculiar Favorites of Heaven, 
and Mediators between God and his People. 


But, Sir, 1 was heartily griev'd to ſee you fall 


upon the Church of England with ſo much Fury a- 
gain. Are Epiſcopal Benedictions only Solemn Mock= 
eries and Horrid Blaſphemies ? Are the Benedicti- 


ons in our Common Prayer no better? I aſſure you 


was I in your Place and thought ſo, I wou'd fling my 


Mitre and my Croſier away, and Renounce my Bi- 


ſhoprick, and once more Walk on Foot. 
The Commiſſion given to the Apoſtle to Remit 
Sins, you have limitted only to the Apoſtolick Age, 


even that Power, p. 93. you grant, you cannot 


underſtand, and, in the ſucceeding, you have re- 
ducd to nothing at all; you ſay, the Words re- 
ferr'd to ſomething extraordinary, and ſupernatural 
in the Apoſtles, for the propagation of the Goſ- 
pel. Iwou'd ask you whether this was only what 
Mr. Chillingworth calls a Complement ? Was it cal- 
culated. only to entice the People to come into. 
Chriſtianity ? This Notion is ſo Vile, I will not 

11 N force 


L 167) 


force it upon you; but you muſt either take it to 
your ſelf, or run into an Abſurdity, or a Contra- 
diction. The Apoſtles had either ſomething be- 
ſtow'd upon them in this Commiſſion, or nothing, 
had they only Authority to declare, that thoſe God 
Forgave were Forgiven: This cowd be no more 


than any other general Topick to Preach upon, 


and was included in their Commiſſion to Teach all 
Nations: Neither will the Words in the Commiſſi- 
on, Whoſoever Sins ye Remit are Remitted, bear any 
ſuch Senſe. Tom 66 f 
Lask, Whether Men in the Primitive times, and 
now, in reſpe& to the Forgiveneſs. of Sins, are not 
in the ſame condition ? Whether an Old Chriſtian 
1700 Years after Chriſt, has not as muchæreaſon to 
expect all the benefits of Abſolution, as a Pagan in 
RSS DSS? . . N 
Thus the Queſtion ſtands, if any thing Benefici- 
al was Conferr'd by the Apoſtolick Abſolutions, if 
nothing, you need not recur to Supernatural Powers 
to ſolve the Node. 2 5 [Ws 
If the Queſtion only remains, that we prove the 
continuation of ſuch Powers with the Succeſſors of 


the Apoſtles; 1 anſwer, that Reaſon will tell us, 


what Powers continu'd with the Succeſſors of 
the Apoſtles, and what did not; thoſe Powers 
which were in aftertimes equally Neceſſary for the 
well-being of the Flock of Chriſt, undoubtedly 
did continue till after Ages; thoſe that were not, 
might expire: But till you can prove that our 
conditions of Pardon are upon a different foot, 
than thoſe in the Primitive Days, you cannot prove 

that part of the Apoſtolick Commiſſion expir'd. 
Neither did all Supernatural Powers expire with 
the Apoſtles, we can eaſily prove, in Jertullian's 
time, the Power of Exorciſing Devils and Evil Spi- 
rits, was as common as any other Powers of Chri- 
# ſtianity z 
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ſtianity; *tis mention'd more than once, by Tertul- 


lian, as (5) particularly in the 33d Chapter of his 


Book, De Anima, and in his Book De Idololatria, in his. 


Apology ; his Book De Corona Militis ; perhaps you 


may Ridicule the Story of the Caſting Devils out of 
the Heathen Oracles, but this has been ſufficiently 
Vindicated againſt any poſſibility of Anſwer, tho' a 
Fontenelle or Van Dale ſhou'd Ariſe for that End; neither 
can I ſee any Reaſon to conclude, but the ſame Power 
remains in a true Church at this Day, tho?” it has been 
abus'd by the vain pretences of Papiſts, who by their 
irregular Practices have forfeited that Character. 

I wou'd ask how you will prove the Inſtitutions of 


the Euchariſt and Baptiſm to have extended to Ages 


after the Apoſtles, of this I am very poſitive, what- 
ever Methods you take to prove one, will conſe- 
quentially and effectually, prove the other. 

You are very ſure if you cannot tell what thoſe 
Words of our Saviour meant, you can tell what. 
they did not mean ; you are ſure they did not con- 
tradict the Natural Notions of God, and the Te- 


nour of the Goſpel: But if you had ſtated the 


7 


Diſpute right, our Notions wou'd not have ap- 
pear'd with ſuch a Bugbear Aſpect as you wou'd 

retend to make em; that God ſhou'd oblige him- 
elf generally to grant Pardon to none but thoſe 
who Departed in the Peace of the Church, but re- 


ſerve to himſelf a Diſpenſing Power in Caſes not 


Obvious, ſeems to me no more Monſtrous and Blaſ- 
phemous than the Sacrament of Baptiſm, for you 
may thus as well argue againſt That. Can any one 
Imagine that God will confine himſelf from Saving 

(5). Hanc quoq; fallaciam Spiritus nequam. ſub Perſonis de 
ſunctis delitiſcentis, nisi fallor etiam Rebus probamus, dum in 
Exorciſemis interdum, aliquem ſe ex Parentibus hominem ſui 
ad firmat, interdum gladiatorem vel beſtiarium Tert. de Anim, 
c. 32. | 


L 105 ] 
whom he pleaſes, and reſign all that Power to the 
Prieſt in Baptiſm, that he ſhall Save Perſons who is 
himſelf fallible Weak and Mortal: | 


You tell us, The Apoſtles were moſt proper to 
Abſolve, becauſe God's Pleaſure was Infallibly Com- 
municated to them, which amounts to as great a 


Soleciſm, as that the Biſhop of Bangor ſhow'd go to 

the Biſhop of Ely to know his own Pleaſure, if the 
| Apoſtles only declar'd to God what they before knew 
(which they certainly muſt, if they declar'd any thing) 


you run the Commiſſion upon this ſtrain, Whoſoever 


Sins I have Forgiven, do No declare to me they are For- 
given, which has indeec 

on to ſome purpoſe ; ſuch bandy ing Scipture is like 
dealing with the Philoſopher's Stone; the moſt 
true and ſubſtantial Gold is Eyaporated in Smoke, 
and the Shadow is ſcarce worth perſuing. 


But you are pleasd, p. 94- to utter ſomewhat 
concerning our Saviour, not altogether pleaſing to 


tender Ears, becauſe they contradict his own ex- 
preſs Words: For he ſays directly, the Son of Man 
had Power on Earth to Forgive Sins, you ſay he 
had not, you endeavouf to Explain away his own 
Words into a mere Nothing, for as there is nei- 


ther of two Extreams can be Mediums. The 
Senſe you put upon his Words cannot be true, nei- 


ther can the Rule of Language admit any ſuch In- 


terpretation as yours; for a Power to Forgive Sins 
cannot be Conſtru'd by any Juſt Liberty, a Power 
only to declare Sins are Forgiven ; becauſe, to For- 
give, and to declare Forgiveneſs are utterly diffe- 
rent in themſelves, and as remotely wide you con- 


feſs, as Truth from Blaſphemy. : 
You may by this Liberty Explain away Texts of 


Scripture, nor can 1 underitand how Forgiving 


Sins can fignifie Releaſing the Man from the Afflicti- 


on under which he Labour'd, becauſe ſuch a For- 
| | giyneſs 
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1 fhalf only ask one Queſtion,” Whether if ron 
2 that Infamous Book calfd, The Rights, of the N 
Criſtian Church,” you can find one Notivg there 
Which you have not here maintain'd ?. 

All Judicial Power of the Church is intirely ta- 
ken away, the Canons are no farther obligatory 
than as they are Confirm'd by the Kate; and the 
State has no more Power than by Repre entation; 
conſequently all our Diſſentets, exen Papiſts, are 
upon as firm, and as ſtröng an Eſtabliſiment as 
the Church of England, there is no ſuch. thing, as as 
So in the World; and as. to, Religion, we are 

a perfect frittal State of Nature, we. Fight. 
4 Contend for Imaginary Powers, . Excommuni- T 
cate and Scatter Damnation abont, (as you Elegant- 
ly expreſs it) tis only Brandifhing in the Ay and 
Encountring with Phantaſms of our own Brai s 

\T.confth, Sir, by this time 11 have 19 the 
Diſpute t obear, and convinc'd the World, if your 
Brethren were of your Mind, that the Nov} jurors. 
ave ſome Reaf9n to keep up this Contention, Tr 
_ Chriſtianity ſtands or falls therewith. But! hope, 
and am very ſure, the next 28 will vindi- 
cate their Honour, and acquit themſeves'as Men. 
who have Religion at their any if they y have not 
Power in their Hank. e ee, 
vVour Concluſſon is very Bri i ght, viz if nothing, 
you have hirherto- ai onvince the Non-, 
Jurors, yon can*afſhre 18 have an Illuſtrious 
Family, Sv. Lfeate the Apphestion to Perſons of 
more diſtinguiſhing Judgment than my ſelf, to find 
out what Relation às Illuſtrious Family hears, ſo 
the Diſpute about Church Government. But 
this J am very fire of, our Bleſſed Saviour, as 
mere Man, was of as an Illuſtrious a Family 48 is 
this Day in Europe, if Illuſtrious Blood is at al con- 
cern'd in our — ſo I bid you an hearty, 
Farewel. 
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Charta Ricardi Regis. N. 2. 
Richardus Dei Gratia Rex Angliz, & Dux Nor- 
maniæ, & Acquitania, & Comes Andegavie, ommbem 


Hominihus ſuis jeroſolynam per mare ituris ſalutem. 


Sciatis nos de Communi proborum virorum Concilio feciſſe 
bas juſtitias ſubſcript as. Oui Hominem in naui inter- 
fecerit cum mor uo Iꝛgatus projiciatur in Mare. Si autem 
eum ad Terram inter ſecerit cum mortus ligatus in Terra 
infodiatur fi quis autem per legitimos teſtes convictus fue- 
rit quod cutellum ad alium percutiendum extraxerit, aut 
ghd” alum ad ſanguinem percuſſerit pugnum perdat. 
Si autem de palma percuſſerit fine effuſione ſanguinis tri- 


bus vicihus mergatur in mare, fi quis autem ſocio ap- 


probrium aut convitia, aut odium Dei injicerit, Quot 
vicitus ei conviciatus fuerit tot uncias argentia ei det. 
Latro autem de furto convictus tondeatur ad modum 
campionis & pix bullearis ſuper Caput ejus eſfundatur, & 


pluma pulvinaris ſuper Caput ejus excutiatur ad cognoſ⸗ 


cendum eum, & in prima terra qua naves applicuerint 


projiciatur teſte me ipſo apud Chinonem- 
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